


























































NUMISMATIC NEWS helps keep the hobby market 
active by provides subscribers with free classified 
ads. Thousands take advantase of and benefit 
from this unique opportunity in the world’s largest 
numismatic classified section. The diverse 
selection of ads stimulates exciting action among 
hobbyists as they buy, sell and trade in their 
favorite areas. 

An easy-to-use form in every issue offers 52 
free ad opportunities per year valued at $260. 

Every week you’ll find many new entries in all 
collecting categories that range from the 
common to the rare to the unusual. 

G. Clark of Indianapolis, IN writes of his 

experiences, “Thank you 


Variety Scorecard n 
a'regular ‘News’ feature I 




: - - ssgtt An active 


so very much for the free classified ad ser¬ 
vice. I hope all readers realize what a great 
opportunity this is! I place ads regularly and 
the responses have been very rewarding. 
Dozens of hassle-free transactions also 
attest to the quality and integrity of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS readers. Thanks to them 
as well!” 

NUMISMATIC NEWS does its part to keep the 
market active and exciting for collectors of every 
possible interest and size of collection. 

1/2-year (26 issues) of 
NUMISMATIC NEWS for only $9.95. 
Call toll-free 1-800-258-0929 today! 


numismatic nCWS 

FEATURING COIN MARKET ■ l^P ■■ W 


700 E. State St., lola, Wl 54990-0001 









ADVERTISING RATES 


> 


Size 1-Tlme 1-Year 

'A Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

1/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: Mo 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Mumismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Mumismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 
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The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Mumismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, P.O. 
Box 36531, Richmond, VA 
23235 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


Dear Friends, 

I'm writing this in mid-November so it will get printed 
and put in the mail in time for you to read it in January. I 
hope that you all enjoyed a pleasant holiday season, that Santa 
was good to you, that you didn't put on too much extra weight, 
and that you've made at least a few New Years Resolutions, and 
that among them is a resolution to bring at least one new member 
into VNA during 1995. If you know any likely prospects, bring 
them into VNA. Charlie Affleck used to carry a supply of VNA 
membership applications in his pocket, and in his travels in 
Virginia and elsewhere he signed up dozens of new members. 

Charlie died twenty years ago, but a number of the members he 
brought in are still with us. I keep hoping for another Charlie 
Affleck. I don't count on finding one anytime soon, but if each 
of you would emulate Charlie, even in a small way, by bringing 
in or more new members, you will be benefiting the association 
and helping others to find greater enjoyment in our hobby. 

At the time of this writing the decision on the time and 
place of the 1995 VNA convention has not been made. The matter 
will be decided at the next board meeting, to be held at the 
Shennandoah Valley Coin Club Show at Augusta Expoland on the 
third of December. Results will be published in the March issue. 

If you haven't received your 1995 dues notice, you shoul 
get it shortly. When you do, please send in your check for $8.00 
promptly, using the return envelope, and make the secretary- 
treasurer's job easier. If you joined VNA any time between the 
first of September and the end of December 1994, you will not 
receive a dues notice, as your dues are already paid up through 
the end of 1995. 

Last year I wrote that I'd like to hear from members and 
member clubs about specific things that VNA might do to aid in club 
activities and things in general that could increase our enjoyment 
of the numismatic hobby. I also called for volunteers to help 
with show publicity, and other small chores connected with the 
convention. To say that there's been small response would be an 
understatement. To date it's been zilch, but I'm still serious 
about this. I'm also still looking, so won't you please send me 
your ideas and suggestions. The address is 121 Holly Berry Lane, 
Prince George, VA 23875. My telephone number is (804) 862-2765. 

I've learned that two of our members, both in Richmond, 
have been in the hospital recently. Ben Duncan, hospitalized 
in November with heart problems, is resting at home, and doing 
well. Ron Mirr, the proprietor of Liberty Coins,was injured in 
a boating accident in October, and spent some time in the hos¬ 
pital before being released to recuperate at home. Ron reported 
that he too was doing well, and that he hoped to be back out 
on the show circuit by the middle of December. 

Please let me hear from you, 


Yours Sincerely, 


Steve Bennett 
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From the Desk of: 

The Secretary/Treasurer 



Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and that their stockings 
were overflowing with double eagles. 

General Information 

The new year brings new challenges. I wanted to take a moment to 
list several priorities that the VNA membership participation could help with 
this year. 


BOOK SALES 

ME 

Show participation 

ARTICLES FOR VA NUMISMATIST 

Write Kx'ith Littlefield for Book Sales info, HarryWard for 
membership, Steve Bennett for Show info, and Jim Ruehrmund for Va. 
Numismatist assistance. Anyone desiring to participate in any Activity of the 
association i/ always welcome. 


H* 

just ONE n< 


»w about a New Years resolution: Every member TR^j to sign up 
member this year. That would be a great start. 


< w 


Be Vm the lookout for the January dues notice, questionnaire, price 
lists and Constitution and By-Law copy. We will as always include your 1995 
membership cards with the mailing. 


Applicant 


New Members 

No New Members since last mailing 


Sponsor 


Dues Information 

Junior Member..S 2.00 Regular Member..$ 8.00 

Club Membership...S10.00 Life Membership.S100.00 


Please Mail To: 



VNA 

c/o Harry L. Ward Jr. 

P. O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 
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AMERICA, MONEY & VM: FINANCING TOE CIVIL WAR 


m EXHIBIT AT THE MUSEUM OF THE CONFEDERACY 

The Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond has opened a new exhibit 
that will delight the eyes of all currency collectors. The material on 
display comes from two sources, the exhibit AMERICA MONEY & WAR was 
created by the Museum of American Financial History in New York, and 
lent by them. In addition, there's a complete type set of Confederate 
treasury notes from the collection of VNA member Neil Chiappa. Neil's 
type collection is notable for the choice condition of all of his 
notes, including the great rarities such as the Indian Princess. 

The exhibit opened on October 25 
with a lecture by Financial Mus¬ 
eum curator and VNA member,Dr.Doug 
Ball. On November 5 the museum held 
a family activity day entitled "For 
the Love of Money", during which Neil 
Chiappa was on hand to answer visit¬ 
or's questions about Confederate 
money and examine and authenticate 
notes they brought in. 

The Financial Museum's display, 
covering the period from the late 
1850s through the Reconstruction 
Era, is not confined to currency, 
but also offers a broad selection of 
financial instruments of other kinds, 
such as bonds, stock certificates 
and tax documents. 

From the Northern side there are 
examples of municipal and private 
scrip from the early years of the 
war, U.S. greenbacks, fractional 
currency, interest notes and bonds 
and a variety of stock certificates. 

Although fractional currency is 
reasonably common today, other kinds 
of U.S. currency and bonds range 
from scarce to extremely rare. Most 
were redeemed and destroyed long ago, 
and survivors are still valid. 

On the Confederate side there is 
an example of the famous "Dix" note 
of the Citizens Bank of Louisiana, 
and a fine representative group of 
Confederate and Southern State notes, town and county notes,bank notes 
and private scrip. Bonds include an example of the Erlanger issue of 
1863, sold only in Europe, and valued in British pounds, French francs 
or cotton. The Confederate stock certificates are particularly 
interesting, especially those issued by blockade running companies. 

The exhibit closes on Labor Day,1995;don't miss it! The Confederate 
Museum and White House, at 1201 E. Clay St. in Richmond are open Mon¬ 
day through Saturday,10AM-5PM.Museum and White House combination tickets 
are $7 for adults, $3.50 for children and $5 for seniors. Admission to 
the Museum only is: adults $4, children $2.25 and seniors $3.50. Park 
at the VCU visitor's deck at 10th & Leigh Sts.,take the free shuttle 
bus to the museum, and have them validate your parking ticket. 



Neil Chiappa & his collection 
RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH photo 
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MODERN VIRGINIA ARCADE TOKENS 

By Page Mann, LM 56 

If you're tired of collecting the same old stuff, why not start a 
collection of amusement arcade tokens? There's plenty of material to 
give you lots of collecting fun, and it's easy on the budget. 

In the past fifteen years many video arcades have opened, only to 
close a couple of years later. Unless they are in shopping malls, video 
arcades usually do not stay in business very long, although there are 
exceptions. Along with the shopping mall arcades, attractions like 
King's Dominion in Doswell, Va. and Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, Va. 
do a brisk business in their arcade sections. 

Most of the King's Dominion games use U.S. quarters, and pay out in 
tokens which can be redeemed for prizes. On my last visit there I found 
no new tokens, but the SKEE BALL still gives out half dollar size alum¬ 
inum tokens. They come in several colors, depending on your luck in 
getting a softball size wooden ball in the hole and racking up points. 
The more points you get, the bigger the prize. A few of the prizes 
will take up two seats in the family car. 

Busch Gardens uses few tokens. Their videos use quarters, and pay 
out in tickets. They do have two amusements that use tokens, the remote 
controlled trucks and boats, with the same token used for both. 

Other amusements that use tokens are putt putt golf and games. Due 
to space requirements these are seldom located in malls. 

Video arcade companies generally have their headquarters in larger 
cities. Once in a while someone will give me an arcade token, and tell 
me it came from Roanoke or Norfolk or wherever. If the token carries 
no city name, I do some research to find the location of the arcade. 
Sometimes it is in a Virginia city, but the company headquarters is in 
another state.Such tokens go in my "Foreign" (other states) collection. 
Once at a token show, after looking through a book of West Virginia 
tokens, I came to a book titled "Foreign". I passed on that one and 
asked for Virginia tokens, only to have the "Foreign" book handed back 
to me. 

Until a couple of years ago there was an association of amusement 
token collectors. The Amusement Token Collectors Association (ATCA). 
They published a catalog, VIDEO ARCADE, PINBALL, SLOT MACHINE AND OTHER 
AMUSEMENT TOKENS OF NORTH AMERICA, by Stephen P.Alpert and Kenneth 
E.Smith, an inexpensive but very good reference book. Copies can be 
purchased from a few token dealers, or from Alpert or Smith. If you 
can't find a copy, let me know, and I'll try to find a copy for you. 

The following is a list of known Virginia arcade tokens. Most are 
from the ATCA book; some are from my own collection. I've omitted the 
catalog numbers, but have included everything else. Obverse and 
reverse are separated by double slashes (//), and diameters are in 
millimeters.Unless noted otherwise, all have plain edges. The code for 
token composition is: A = Aluminum,B = Brass, Bz = Bronze, N = Nickel 
NB = Nickel Brass, P = Plastic. 

ALEXANDRIA - DIVERSIONS (eye glasses & sun rays) FAMILY FUN 
CENTER // No Cash Value gd B 23mm 

- Obv. as above // No Cash Value B 23mm 

- NON-NEGOTIABLE, DRUG FAIR, FUN & GAMES // For 
Replay Only, No Cash Value B 23mm 

CHINCOTEAGUE - FUNLAND CHONCOTEAGUE VA (around top), DEEP CREEK MD 
(inverted at bottom) // The Best In Fun For 
Everyone, Play 25$ Value B 23mn 
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CHINCOTEAGUE 


- As Above, but NB 23mm 

- Obv. as above // The Best In Fun For Everyone 
(clown head) B 23mm 

- As above, but KB 23nm 

CULPEPER - CULPEPER, PINBALL ALLEY 1982 VIRGINIA // (In a spoke 

wheel a list of 16 mfgrs. of arcade machines) Bz 25mm 

DANVILLE - TANO'S GAME ROOM (video machine) DANVILLE, VA // 

No Cash Value B 23mm 

DOSWELL - KINGS DOMINION )tower) TM, FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT 

CENTER // Gold Fever, Save Tokens For Larger Prizes, 

No Cash Value A 25mm 

- As above, but anodized gold A 25mm 

- As above, but anodized blue A 25mm 

- As above, but anodized red A 25mm 

- Obv. as above // Baja Buggies C (VW car) Bz 25mm 

- As preceding, but NB 25mm 

- Obv. as above // Boom Ball (circle of stars) Bz 25mm 

- Obv. as above // Captain Crackers R (boat) Bz 25mm 

- Obv. as above // Lap King (2 crossed flags over a 

running car) NB 25mm 

- Obv. as above // (jungle boat scene) B 25mm 

- As preceding, but NB 25mm 

- KINGS DOMINION // Skee-Ball. Redeemable for 1 Prize, 
Ibis Token Has No Cash Value A 32mm Two thickness 
varieties are known, and 2 mm. 

- As preceding, but anodized red A 32mm 

- As above, but anodized green A 32mm 

- As above, but anodized purple A 32mm 

- As above, but anodized brown A 32mm 

- As above, but anodized gold A 32mm 

- As above, but anodized light red A 32mm 



FAIRFAX - TIME-OUT FAMILY AMUSEMENT CENTERS // Time-Out 

Family Amusement Center, For Amusement Only, 

Non-Refundable B 22mm 

(Fairfax is the headquarters of this company, they 
also have arcades in other cities) 

- TIME-OUT R FAMILY AMUSEMENT CENTERS (logo or 
ornaments) // Time-Out Family Amusement Center, For 
Amusement Only, Non Refundable B 25mm 

- TIME-OUT R, FAMILY AMUSEMENT CENTERS (repeated 4 more 
times) // Time-Out R Family Amusement Centers, non- 
refundable, For Amusement Only rwm (reeded edge) B 22mm 

- As preceding, but no rwm B 25mm 

- Obv. as above // Redeemable For Prizes Only (large 5) 
Points A 29mm 

- Obv. as above // Redeemable for Prizes Only (large 100) 
Points B 35mm 
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FALLS CHURCH 


FORT EUSTIS 
GRUNDY 


HAMPTON 


HARRISONBURG 
LANGLEY AFB 

LYNCHBURG 
NEWPORT NEWS 


NORFOLK 


RICHMOND 


ROANOKE 


VIENNA 


- PLAY TIME, THE FAMILY AMUSEMENT CENTER // Play Time 
Falls Church, Fairfax B 25mm 

- As preceding, but NB 25rrcn 

- PLAYTIME (pinball machine) FALLS CHURCH, VA 241-0417 // 
For Replay Only, No Cash Value N 23mm 

As preceding, but NB 23mm 

- ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE // Ft. Eustis No 
Cash Value (reeded edge) B 25mm 

- WHICH PLACE, MAIN ST., GRUNDY // For all Ages, 25$ 
Credit, Pool, Foos Ball, Pin Ball & Music 
(incuse gold letters on tan plastic) P 28mm 

- HAMPTON ROAD'S FREE MONEY MUSIC STATION, 

2WD 101.3 FM, WWDE RADIO (in small letters) HH // 

No Cash Value B 22mm 

- SHOWALTER AMUSEMENT // (a circle of Ms and Ws) B 23nm 

- ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE // Langley AFB, VA, 

No Cash Value, Home of TAC B 25mm 

- ST ARCADE,NO CASH VALUE (scene) //(sailing ship) B 25mm 

- FAMILY AMUSEMENTS, LONG'S CUE, SINCE 1959, NEWPORT 
NEWS, VIRGINIA // No Cash Value B 23mm 

- As preceding, but NB 23mm 

- NEWPORT NEWS NNA, AMUSEMENT COMPANY // The Display 
Roan B 25mm 

- GAME TIME, WARD'S CORNER, NORFOLK, VA. // No Cash 
Value (clown head) No Cash Value B 25mm 

- As preceding, but Bz 25mm 

- GERRY GIRAFFE'S (giraffe head) VILLAGE INN PIZZA // 

No Cash Value (clown head) No Cash Value B 25mm 

- VILLAGE INN PIZZA (giraffe) JANAF SHOP. CTR. NORFOLK, 
VA // In Pizza We Trust, Play 25$ Value B 25mm 

- WE HAVE THE GAMES PEOPLE PLAY CAPITOL AMUSEMENT CO. 
804-232-7809, OUR EXPERTISE WILL AMUSE YOU // large 
G over Gunst B 23mm 

- STARGATE ALPHA (space ship) R M 19 83 B J, RICHMOND,VA 
// No Cash Value NB 20mm 

- VIDEO CIRCUS (clown head) RICHMOND, VA // Non 
Refundable (shooting stars) No Cash Value B 25mm 

- JUST GAMES INC. GAME TOKEN // No Cash Value B 22mm 

- Obv. as preceding // No Cash Value gd B 22mm 
(there are two reverse varieties) 

- THE MAGIC BALLROOM GAME TOKEN // Non Refundable, No 
Cash Value B 22mm 

- As preceding, but NB 22mm 

- REPLAY FAMILY AMUSEMENT CENTERS (crowned shield with 
initials GF) // Replay Family Amusement Centers, No 
Cash Value. B 23mm 

- As preceding, but NB 23mm 
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VA. BEACH - ELECTRONIC ARCADE, VIRGINIA BEACH // Electronic Arcade, 
No Cash Value NB 23mm 

- FLIPPER McCOY'S (clown head) VIRGINIA BEACH, VA ?? 
(reverse unknown) (size and composition unknown) 

- GAME TOKEN, VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA, NO CASH VALUE // 
Family Entertainment Center, Fun-Tech B 23mm 

- GALAXY (in form of flying saucer) GAME ROOM, VIRGINIA 
BEACH, VA. // No Cash Value B 23mm 

- Obv. as preceding // No Cash Value No Refund B 23mm 

- SEASIDE AMUSEMENT PARK, VIRGINIA BEACH, VIRGINIA // 
Ride Token Only (clown) Bumper Cars B 25mm 

- As preceding, but NB 25mm 

- SLOTZ R 1982, COLLEGE PARK VA. BEACH // No Cash Value, 

1 Play, No Cash Value B 25mm 

- VIDEO ZONE, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. // No Cash Value,gd 
B 25mm 

- As preceding, but NB 25nm 

- WORRELL BROS. // No Cash Value B 23itm 
WILLIAMSBURG - BUSCH GARDENS R THE OLD COUNTRY, WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 

(in small letters) rwm // Token For Remote Control rwm 
B 25mm 



This list is not complete. It is my intent to let collectors know 
what to look for. A few of the tokens listed I have not seen. The des 
criptions were taken from the supplements of THE JACKPOT, the monthly 
news letter of ATCA. 

If you know of unlisted arcade tokens that may be from Virginia, 
please let me know, and I will do an update later. If possible,I would 
like to see the token first. I do have a few Virginia arcade tokens 
for trade or for sale; a SASE will get you a list. I can be reached at 
P.0. Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684. 

Page Mann 


8 




ARE THINGS GETTING WILDER IN NICARAGUA? 


Many of you probably saw the article in the October issue of THE 
NUMISMATIST on Claud Murphy's 1836 note of the Manual Labor Banking 
House,which pictures a person strongly resembling the late great Elvis. 
Well, here's another and more recent example of the same phenomenon. 

The Nicaraguan 100 cordoba note of 1979 (PI37),pictured below,was 
purchased at the VNA convention last September from that prominent 
paper purveyer,Len Harsel. The price was modest enough, but it was the 
portrait that caught my eye. The label says Jose Dolores Estrada, but 
being a Virginian, I wasn't fooled. The portrait is of none other than 
Virginia's own L. Douglas Wilder, our governor from 1990 to 1994. Gov. 
Wilder is a national celebrity, and his features are well known, not 
only in Virginia, but all over the country. I've shown the note to a 
number of people and asked them to identify the portrait. Without 
exception they've said, "Why it's Doug Wilder, of course". 

This startling discovery leads to lots of interesting speculations. 
Has Doug Wilder been leading a double life, simultaneously governing 
both Virginia and Nicaragua? Did he drop out of the senate race in 
order to devote more time to Nicaraguan affairs? Actually,I guess it's 
just a case of coincidental resemblance. There's a 1990 note with the 
same portrait, but for 10 million cordobas. Doug Wilder would never 
engage in inflationary shenanigans of that kind; although he's a 
democrat, he's a conservative when it comes to fiscal policy. 




Lunsford 


Member ANA & VNA 


P.O. Box 2795 
Staunton, VA 24402-2 


Lunsford 


(703) 885-3339 
(703)885-4232 













































A NEW BOOK FROM KRAUSE 


STANDARD CATALOG OF UNITED STATES TOKENS, 1700-1900 
By Russell Rulau 

Krause Publications, Book Department 
700 E. State St., Iola, W1 54990-0001 

Soft cover, 824 Pages; Price $45.00 plus $2.50 Shipping, U.S. 

VISA and MasterCard customers can call toll free: (800) 258-0929 

The first reference on U.S. tokens to combine early American, hard 
times, merchant, patriotic Civil War, Civil War store-card, trade and 
Gay Nineties categories is now available from Krause Publications. 

The new book by Russell Rulau combines his previously published 
separate books on each topic with updated pricing to form a thoroughly 
revised one volume reference. 

In the book's introduction, Rulau writes, "It is a joint publishing 
venture of Krause Publications and the Civil War Token Society, not in¬ 
tended to replace the individual texts, but rather to provide a lib¬ 
rarian's choice type of reference. 

"My collaborators, publishers and independent contributors have 
spared no effort to update, revise and re-price all basic line list¬ 
ings and to add large numbers of new listings, new and clearer photos, 
and condensed type — both easier to read and taking up less space. 

Result: You get more for your money 
per page throughout the volume." 

In the Civil War patriotic and 
store-cards sections the types most 
likely to be encountered are listed. 
In other sections, the coverage and 
background notes are as complete as 
today's research can make them. The 
U.S. trade token section has about 
60 percent more listings than the 
previously published separate volume, 
while the Gay Nineties section is 
about 150 percent larger. 

The text ia accompanied by more 
than 2,500 excellent photographs. 

Each listing gives the token's cat¬ 
alog number, its date of issue 
(either known or estimated) metal, 
size in millimeters, notes on obv¬ 
erse and reverse legends and designs 
and value in up to four grades of 
condition. 

Rulau notes that, "A good many of 
the quoted valuations are what has actually been paid out of pocket for 
a particular piece, either at auction or in private sale. 

Information for the new book was contributed by more than 450 experts 
including all of the top professional token dealers and many veteran 
collectors. 

All dealers and token collectors will want to add this new book to 
their libraries. You can purchase it from most coin and hobby book 
dealers, or you can order it directly from Krause Publications. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly at 8:00 PM on 
3rd.Wednesdays at the Hammond Junior High School, 4646 Seminary Rd., 
in Alexandria, Va. In Nov. they held a member bourse, heard a speaker, 
served refreshments, held a 70 lot auction sale, had a drawing for a 
door prize, and topped it all off with a raffle. Wow! 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 PM on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 105 North 1st St. in Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTI CELLO COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club) .Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays, 
at the Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd.,Chariottesvilie,Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly at 7:00 PM on 4th 
Tuesdays at the YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly on 1st Tuesdays 
at 7:30 PM at the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St.in Richmond. At the 
club's Annual Donated Auction Sale in November, the RCC Commemorative 
Brass Plug fetched $15,while proceeds from the sale added $113.25 to 
the club treasury. At the dinner meeting in December members and 
guests enjoyed an evening of fun and fellowship. Christmas gifts were 
distributed, and the following new officers, elected at the November 
meeting, were installed: President, Chad Young; vice president, Dave 
Armstrong and Secretary-treasurer Jim Ruehrmund. 

SALEM COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club) .Meets on the 2nd Monday of each 
month in Room B of the Salem Civic Center at 7:30 PM. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly on 2nd 
Mondays in Fishersville at the Mary Switzer Bldg.,Woodrow Wilson Rehab. 
Ctr, at 7:30 PM. In Nov. they elected new officers; names will appear 
in the next issue. In Dec. they held their annual Christmas banquet at 
the Master Host Inn. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club) .Meets monthly on 2nd.Wednesdays 
at the VFW Hall, 4809 Bartee St. in Norfolk, next to Wendy's at 
Military Circle Mall. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB (VNA Member Club). Meets monthly on third 
Mondays at 7:30 PM at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In Nov. 
they held "Other Hobbies Night". 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets at the Washington Congregational 
Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave, N.W., Washing ton, D.C. on 3rd Tuesdays. 

CLUB SECRETARIES PLEASE NOTE 

If your club is not designated above as a "VNA Member Club" it 
means that you are not in good standing due to non-payment of 1994 
dues. You can get back in good standing by sending $20, $10 for your 
1994 dues plus another $10 for 1995 to VNA. P.0. Box 36531, Richmond 
VA 23235. Please include the editor on your mailing list so your act¬ 
ivities can be reported. The Richmond Coin Club gets a disproportionate 
amount of space simply because the RCC secretary always keeps the 
editor informed. This may be due to the fact that the editor and the 
RCC secretary are the same person, but what he aint got he can't print. 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 




ANA 

VNA 

NGC 



119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 

. Charlottesville, VA 22903 


Larry Engle, President 


(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 












SHOW CALENDAR 


Jan.14-15 

Raleigh NC 

Holshauser Bldg.State Fairgrounds 

CAROLINA COIN & 

STAMP SHOWS 

Feb.17-19 

Charlotte, NC 

Merchandise Mart 

CHARLOTTE COIN CLUB 

Mar.11-12 

Fishersville, VA 

Augusta Expoland 

SHENNANDOAD VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 

Mar.11-12 

Winston-Salem, NC 

Elks Lodge 

WINSTON-SALEM COIN 
CLUB 

Mar.17-19 

Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn, 1-75, Exit 1 

TENNESSEE STATE 
NUMISMATIC SOC. 

Mar.24-26 

Kingsport, TN 

Civic Auditorium 

MODEL CITY COIN CLUB 

Mar.24-26 

Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN COIN SHOW 

Apr.1-2 

Raleigh, NC 

Holshauser Bldg. State Fairgrounds 

RALEIGH COIN CLUB 

Apr.7-9 

Wilmington, NC 

Elk's Club, Oleander Blvd. 

AZALEA FESTIVAL 

COIN SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 

Established 1970 











WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German and French coins from 1940 

to 1944.They must be uncirculated; will also consider unc. 1944 coins 
of other countries. Please describe and price. 

Bobert Hawkins, P.0. Box 5173, Henderson, NC 27536 _ 

FOR SALE: 5 US coins graded & in 2X2s,$2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list. 

Larry W. Rowland, L.C.C.,PO Box 4392, Danville/ VA 24540-0107 _ 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy if size warrants; write or ship or call 

Jim Sparks, Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145, phone (704) 633-5177 _ 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental Paper Money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 S. Main St., Manheim, PA 17545 _ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike Scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va.tax) 

Dorsey A.Howard,P0 Box 418,Chesterfield,VA 23832-0418; (804) 796-7954 

WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia with date 1847 Or 1947. ANY¬ 

THING. For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 

Terry Hess, P.0. Box 831, Clemmons, NC 27012 _ 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states.Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave. Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

WOODEN NICKELS from the *94 VNA convention are still available. 

Price 50<fc each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue, Colonial Heights, VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Virginia milk bottle caps.Most 50<£ each.Send SASE for list. 

Page Mann, PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23187-1684;(804) 220-2077. 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & I.B.P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell, P.Q. Box 428, Gambrills, MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary receipts and funding Certif- 

icates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker III, RFD 5, Box 258, Charlottesville, VA 22901 _ 

WANTED: Better coins, banknotes, tokens & medals of Turkey,Portugal 

Spain,Italy,Australia,Hongkong, Taiwan, Korea & British Conmonwealth 
Paul Neumann, PO Box 416, Potts Point 2011, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES: Competative prices. Send your 

want list-Merv Reynolds, PO Box 4324 Fort Eustis, VA 23604-0324 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1.00 ea. plus postage, also have 

Compton (Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson, 505 South Royal Ave., Front Royal, VA 22630 _ 

TRADE coins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

Ray Haymaker,1151 Gross Pt.Dr., Huddleston,VA 24104 / (703) 297-5898 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words (not including name & 
acP’ress) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

Ac- will be run in four issues, and may be renewed. Ads must be typed 
or printed. Only one ad per person per issue can be accepted. 

IF YOU'RE SEEKING SOMETHING SPECIAL, OR HAVE MATERIAL TO SELL OR 
TRADE, SEND IN AN AD. 




























THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23210 

PHONE (8041 643-0905 - HOURS 10:15 - 4=30 MON.-SAT. 












The Virginia Numismatist 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


For Official Mail & Membership info, 
write to: 


For Va. Numismatist info, 
write to: 


Harry L. Ward Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
P.O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 


Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, Va. 23220 
(804)358-0525 


For Book/Publication info, 
write to: 


For Convention & Show info, 
write to: 


Keith Littlefield, Librarian To Be Announced 

3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 


OFFICERS 

Prince George. Va. 
...Falls Church, Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

DIRECTORS 


President.Stephen R. Bennett III 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry. 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund 

Secretary-Treasurer.Harry L. Ward Jr. 


James Beard. 

Greg Tucker. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 

Robert New. 

Duane McSmith. .. 
Henry E. Hawkins 

Gene Lunsford. 

Keith Littlefield. 

Mervvn Reynolds.. 
Ray G. Haymaker. 
Brandon Blake. 


.Lexington, Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

.Colonial Heights, Va. 
Roanoke Rapids, NC. 

.Williamsburg, Va. 

.Harrisonburg, Va. 

.Staunton. Va. 

.Annandale, Va. 

...Newport News. Va. 

.Huddleston, Va. 

.Petersburg, Va. 
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Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 


Contact Diana Herzog 


Friends of Financial History 


GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 


The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 


• Mail Auction items in every issue 


Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 



NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 


CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 


Catalogues by Subscription Only $45 in U S ’ CANADA FIRST CLASS MA,L 


$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 
Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 
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ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

'/4 Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

'/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: Mo 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Mumismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Mumismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

MUMISMATIST 

Volume 31, No. 2 
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The VIRG1MIA MUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Mumismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Mumismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, P.O. 
Box 36531, Richmond, VA 
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1995 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

For thp 1995 VNA Convention & Coin Show (our 37th) we'll be 

returninq to Northern Virginia. The location Is the Tyson's Westpark 
Hotel orf Leesburg Pike In McLean. It's going to be a three day event this 
year, the dates are Friday, September 22 through Sunday, September 24 
Dealer setup will be on Thursday, September 21. 

Bourse table rates for this year's show are: 

Regular: $200 Wall: $225 Corner: $250 

For further Information on tables, contact Bourse Chairman, Keith 
Littlefield, 3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. You can reach him by 
phone at (703) 354-9544. 


CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

As In past years, we again solicit ads and patron listings for the 
July (convention) issue of Tfie Virginia Numismatist. Funds derived from 
convention ads and patrons help to finance our coin show, and we appeal 
to all of our clubs, individual members and friends for their support. 

Copies of the convention issue will be handed out as proqrams at the 
show, so ads in it will have a wide circulation. 

The cost of convention ads Is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $ 15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

if you had an ad last year it can be used again; If you wish to make 
changes, they can be accommodated also. If you have never had an ad 
before, just jot down what you want to say, and we'll do the rest. 

A patron listing costs only $2. host folks list themselves, while 
others list their children, grandchildren, friends they wish to honor, and 
some even list their dogs. Sophie, the editor's miniature schnauzer, has 
been a patron for the past five years. The important thing is that It's a 
neat way to support VNA at small cost, so do join the ranks of our 1995 
patrons. 

Assembling the convention Issue takes a fair amount of time, so 
please send in your ads and patron listings promptly, accompanied by a 
check made payable to THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. They 
must reach the editor no later than the last week of hay. and should be 
sent to: Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between hay 1 and June 1 nominations wtll be open for the 
following VNA offices for the 1995-1997 term: President, First Vice 
President, Second Vice President and four members of the Board of 
Directors. Persons submitting nominations and candidates must be 
members in good standing. Names of all candidates will be published in 
the July issue 

Nominations should be sent to Robert h. New, PO Box 1124 Roanoke 
Rapids, NC 27870, and must be received no later than June 1, 1995. 
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DONALD ROBERTS 

1918 - 1995 

VNA has lost another of Its elder statesmen. Don Roberts of 
Annandale. Va. died on January 12. A native of Richmond, he lived In 
Hampton for 40 years before moving to Arlington in 1990. Don served as 
president of VNA for the term 1972-74, and was editor of The Virginie. 
Numismatist for 15 years, 1972-87. He was also a long-time member of 
the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club. A man of wide ranging interests, he was 
an Eaqle Scout, active for many years in scouting activities; he was a 
past president of the Hampton Klwanls Club, and was active In the 
Peninsula Builders Exchange. 

Don Is survived by his son, Dr. Donald H. Roberts of Roanoke, and two 
aradddaughters, Hiss Amanda G. Roberts of Richmond and Miss Susannah 
S. Roberts of Roanoke. 

The family requests that memorial donations be made to First 
United Methodist Church, 110 Queens Way, Hampton, VA 23669. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy to 
Dr. Roberts and his family, as do all of Don's many friends in VNA. As Don 
himself used to say, Ave Atque Vale. 


BRAINARD S. CHARLTON, Jr. 

1916 - 1994 

Mr. Brainard S. Charlton. Jr. , a long-time member of VNA, died in 
Madison, Va., on November 10, 1994. He was a retired employee of the 
Federal Government, and a veteran of World War II. 

Mr. Charlton was a genuine collector, keenly interested in all 
aspects of numismatics, and over the years formed a general collection 
which gave him a great deal of pleasure. Sad to say, his enjoyment of his 
hobby ended several years ago when he lost his sight. 

He is survived by his wife, Susan, and a daughter, Mrs. Linda Drain of 
New Orleans, La., to both of whom the Virginia'Numismatic Association 
extends sincere condolences. 


THE SALEM COIN CLUB'S SPRING SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club will hold its annual Spring Coin Show on 
Saturday and Sunday, May 6-7, at the American Legion Building, 710 
Apperson Drive, Salem, Va. Hours are 10 am to 5 pm both days. For 
further information contact Show Chairman Emmett Yonce; you can reach 
him during the day at (703) 981 -2871, &. evenings at (703) 992-5331. 

EDITOR REVEALS A SURE-FIRE MONEY MAKER 

A while back a neighbor gave me a copy of one of those collector 
tabloids which contained some astounding information, and as Dave Barry 
often says, I'm not making this up. They were offeririg $ 1000 Confederate 
bonds of 1864 at $90 eacn (your local dealer probably has them at about 
$50). That's not too bad, but the ad went on to say that you can get back 
$300 on each one by cutting off the 60 "little notes" (coupons) at the 
bottom and selling them for $5 apiece at flea markets. Although this 
scheme takes the prize for effrontery, I suspect that a few nitwits are 
actually trying it. Does anyone care to comment? 
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THE WALT L. MASON AWARD FOR 1994 
PRESENTED TO BURNETT ANDERSON 

for his long term dedicated support to numismatics spanning a period of 
almost 30 years. Although best known as a reporter on national and 
international numismatic affairs, he is also a serious collector of 
Scandinavian coins. His presence is a welcome feature at local and 
regional coin conventions, both as an astute, Inquiring reporter of the 
numismatic scene, and as a popular speaker at these events. His 
relationships with the various personalities in the numismatic 
community, collectors, dealers and politicians, is that of a trusted 
friend from whose wit, knowledge and insight all benefit. 

He is best known by the world-wide numismatic community through 
his reporting for Krause Publications over the past 15 years. His 
influence extends far beyond the bounds of the mid-Atlantic region, and 
his reporting provides knowledgeable and accurate information on which 
collectors rely. His reports on foreign numismatic matters and on U.S. 
government activities relating to coinage and currency appear regularly 
in hobby periodicals, all of which he willingly shares. 

Anderson retired in 1979 from a career in public life only to find 
himself busier than ever before, doing what he loves, writing about a 
field he enjoys, and collecting for and with people he enjoys and 
considers as friends. The numismatic community is especially grateful 
for his career change. 

NOMINATIONS FOR THE 1995 WALT MASON AWARD 

Nominations for the 1995 Walt Mason Award must be received by the 
committee by July 1, 1995. The award will be announced at the VNA 
convention next September. Candidates for the award, which is based on 
long term numismatic achievement, must be, or have been, 
numismatically active in the Middle Atlantic Area comprising Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, the District of Columbia, Virginia 
and the Carolinas. Award criteria Include the encouragement of new 
collectors, educational activities such as speaking, writing and 
exhibiting, active participation in numismatic organizations and zeal to 
assist fellow collectors. Anyone can submit a nomination, which should 
be in letter form. Nominees do not have to be VNA members. VNA serves 
only as the forum for the award announcement and presentation, and 
plays no part in the award administration and selection process. If you 
know of a deserving person, send in a nomination. Nominations, requests 
for information, suggestions, comments or contributions should be sent 
to The Walt Mason Fund, P.O. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 



Lunsford 


Member ANA & VNA 


Lunsford 


P.O. Box 2795 
Staunton, VA 24402- 


(703) 885-3339 
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A DAY REMEMBERED 
by Jim Ruehrmund 


The handsome medal illustrated on the front cover was struck by the 
US. Mint to mark the death, on April 12, 1945 , of President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. It was designed by John R. Slnnock, the mint's chief engraver, 
who also designed the Roosevelt dime. With a diameter of 75 mm, and 
weighing 200 grams, it is a monumental piece of numismatic art. Now, 
fifty years later it is for me a memento of the only truly historic event 
in which I ever participated, the president's funeral procession In 
Washington, D.C. on April 14, 1945. 

Apparently the precarious state of the president's health was 
common knowledge in Washington. He himself was, no doubt, fully aware 
or it when he decided in 1944 to run for a fourth term, but he did It 
because he felt that withdrawal of his candidacy would hearten and 
enouraqe America's enemies and thus prolong the war. Because of 
wartime censorship, the public knew nothing of any of this, and the news 
ot the president's sudden death profoundly shocked the nation. 

At the beginning of April the president had gone to Warm Sprinqs, 
Ga. to rest for a few weeks in the "Little White House" at the Polio 
Foundation, and those around him noticed that he appeared to be reqaininq 
his strength Thursday, April 12, found him in good spirits; but that 
afternoon as he sat at his desk signing official papers, he suddenly 
collapsed in his chair, murmered that he had a terlffic headache, and 
lapsed Into unconclousness. He was put to bed, and doctors were called, 
who determined that he had suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage. 
Nothing could be done, and at 3:35 p.m. he ceased to breathe. Within an 
hour or so the sad news was broadcast to the nation. 

At that time I was an eighteen year old plebe (freshman) at the U.S. 
Naval Academy in Annapolis. I heard the news by word of mouth and not 
from the radio, for in those days plebes were not allowed to have radios. 
The time must have been shortly after 4:00 p.m, after we had returned 
from our last class of the day. A short time later we formed up, marched 
to the mess hall for our evening meal, and heard the official 
announcement of the president's death. For once it was a very quiet meal 
Most of the hazing we plebes endured occurred at mealtimes, but that 
evening the upper classmen were in a serious mood and pretty much left 
us alone, a blessed relief. 


When we returned to our rooms for study hour, most were, I'm sure, 
thinking solemn thoughts; I certainly was. It seemed such a shame that 
the president had not lived to see victory In Europe, which came just 
twenty four days later I remembered that he was the only president I 
had actually seen. That was at his second inauguration in 1937, and 
today, futy years and ten presidents later, he is still the only U.S. 
president I have ever seen. However, studies, had to be faced. Every class 
every day included a graded quiz or recitation, and woe to the unprepared. 

• he next morning, April 13, while we were at our morning classes, 
a train left Warm Springs bringing the president's body to Washington. As 
it rolled slowly through the southern countryside, thousands turned out 
and stood by the tracks to pay their last respects. The train was due to 
arrive in Washington during the forenoon of Saturday, April 14. 

During the afternoon of the 13th we learned that one batalllon of 
midshipmen would be sent to Washington on Saturday to be march in the 
P/i?i C «. eS M 10n porting the president's body from Union Station to the 
White House. The third batallion.to which I belonged, was chosen because 
we stood first in the Academy's infantry drill competition. The third, 
consisted of the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th companies, and 
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numbered about 750. Even though it was done on very short notice, the 
operation was thoroughly planned. It was noted that In our normal 
company mass parade formation the column would have been too wide to 
negociate all of the streets of the procession route. This problem was 
solved by peeling off several files from each company, and forming them 
into a provisional company, which marched at the rear of our formation, 
carrying the guidon of the 16th company. 

Friday evening was spent in making ready, with much brushing of 
blue serge uniforms, fitting of freshly blocked white covers on caps'and 
readying spotless pairs of white gloves and canvas leggings. We all 
appreciated the honor of representing the Academy on a solemn and 
historic occasion, and wanted to look our very best. We also welcomed 
the change in routine which would take us away from Annapolis, if only 
for a few hours, and get us out of Saturday morning classes as well. 

Saturday morning the reveille bells rang half an hour early, at 5:40. 
We dressed, marched to breakfast at 6:00, and then returned to our rooms 
to tidy them up and make our final preparations. When the formation bell 
sounded, we repaired to the armory, plebes moving on the double, while 
the upper classes proceeded at a more leisurely pace. After picking up 
our rifles we formed up and marched to a waiting group of Washington 
Transit busses, boarded them, and were soon on the road. 

A little over an hour later the busses pulled up on the Eastern side 
of Washington's Union Station. We formed up in the street and marched 
over to Constitution Avenue, turned west and halted with the head of our 
column in the vicinity of 2nd Street. The only unit ahead of us was the 
U.S. Marine Corps Band, with its drums draped in black. Formations of 
army, navy and marine personnel, both men and women, took up their 
places behind us, forming a procession over a mile long. 

My company, the 17th, was led by Mld'n. l/c Valentin Naslpak from 
Oberlin. Ohio, and numbered 148. Not all marched; a few had to remain in 
Annapolis to stand watch, and a few others were excused because of 
illness or minor injuries. Athletes scheduled to participate in sports 
events that Saturday were also excused. Two members of the 13th were 
destined for future prominence: Mid'n. 3/c James E. (Jimmy) Carter, Jr. 
from Plains, 6a.,later the 39th President of the United States, and Mid'n. 
l/c Walter M. Schirra, Jr. from Englewood, N.J., the astronaut. I believe 
that Wally Schirra marched with us, but have concluded that Jimmy 
Carter did not, since he made no mention of it in his autobiography, 
which he surely would have done had he been there. 

I don't know how long we stood halted there on Constitution Ave., 
but at about 9:15 m, the funeral train arrived at Union Station. The 
president's coffin was placed on a horse drawn artillery caisson (which 
we never saw), and moved to its place near the middle of the procession 
When all was ready, we were called to attention and came to right 
shoulder arms. The Marine Band struck up a dirge, which I recognized as 
The Dead March from Saul, and we stepped out at a funeral pace of 
sixty steps per minute. 

The entire route was lined with soldiers and sailors standing on 
both sides of the street. Behind them an immense throng of spectators 
filled the sidewalks, while others looked down from windows. Many were 
weeping, but, aside from that, the only sounds to be heard were the 
music of the band and the scuffing of our shoes on the pavement. From 
Constitution Ave. we turned north, on 15th St, and then left onto 
Pennsylvania Ave. 

The photograph shows the 13th Company on Pennsylvania Ave., with 
the Treasury Building in the background on the right. The do or die 
expressions on our faces were due not so much to the solemnity of the 
occasion, but to the acute physical discomfort we were experiencing at 
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that point. The day was unseasonably hot, and in our woolen uniforms 
we were all sweating profusely. In addition, remaining so long at right 
shoulder arms had caused our right arms to stiffen most painfully. I 
made it into the picture, but Just barely. I'm at the far right, Just to the 
right of the soldier's head. 

The procession moved west on Pennsylvania Ave, and passed along 
the north side of the White House, while behind us, the caisson bearing 
the president's body turned into the White House grounds. The batalllon 
of midshipmen turned left on 17th. St., and marched down It to where the 
busses were waiting for us by the Ellipse. We halted, and when the 
command "order arms" came, a minor disaster ensued. Many were unable 
to straighten their stiffened right arms, and quite a few rifles clattered 
on the pavement. I didn't drop my rifle, but my right arm ached for a 
week Fortunately, there were no spectators there to witness our 
discomfiture. Not counting the distance from Union Station to the 
starting point, we had marched a little over two miles. It had taken only 
about an hour and and a half, but the slow pace, the heat and our aching 
arms made it seem like ages, and we were glad to board the busses and 
head back to Annapolis. Tne conversation on the return trip was mostly 
light hearted, and we were actually permitted to take off our coats and 
dry off a little. Even our neckties were soaked with sweat. 

We arrived at the Academy a little after noon, were dismissed, 
returned our rifles to their racks, and went to our rooms to put on fresh 
uniforms. Lunch had been saved for the 3rd. batallion, but my room 
mates and I had permission to go into town for lunch, a rare treat for 
plebes, which made the day all the more memorable. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was a towering figure in the history of 
both our nation and the world. He was also one of the staunchest friends 
our navy has ever had. I can't recall that I ever heard anyone come right 
out and say it, but I'm sure that all felt, as I did, that It was a priviledge 
indeed to be chosen to honor our dead chief, and Saturday, April 14, 1945 
was a day to be remembered for the rest of our lives. 

Thanks to Mr. Ed Scoles, USNA '47, of Stanford, Cal, for supplying a copy 
of the Special Movement Order of 4/13/45. 



The 13th Company on Pennsylvania Ave, 14 April 1945 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 





* AM 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle, President 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 












NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd 
Wednesdays in the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 
Seminary Rd. In Alexandria, Va. In January they conducted a member 
bourse, served refreshments and held a 55 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on the 
last Tuesday at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:00pm on 4th 
Tuesdays at the YMCA in Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on first 
Tuesdays at the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Jan. 
they scheduled programs for the year and viewed a slide presentation on 
tokens. In Feb. they held their first 1995 auction sale. 

SALEM COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Mondays in Room B of the Salem Civic Center. The club will hold its 
annual Spring Coin Show May 6-7 at the American Legion Building, 710 
Apperson Drive, Salem, Va. Hours are 10 am to 5 pm both days. For 
information on tables, call Emmett Yonce, day (703) 981-2871, evening 
(703)992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm 
on 2nd Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. In Jan. they discussed and voted on new by-laws. Frank 
Cacciapaglia received the Bob Brown award as Club Member of the Year 
'94. They also held an auction sale. We were sorry too learn that 
Secretary Gene Lunsford suffered a broken leg in Dec. We all wish him a 
quick recovery, and hope to see him at the club's spring show. 


TIDEWATER COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays 
at the VFW Hall, 4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy's at Military Circle, 
Norfolk, Va 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In Jan. 
they viewed the ANA video on Counterfeit and Altered U.S. Coins. 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Tuesdays at the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. At the Jan. meeting the following club 
officers for 1995 were sworn in: Pres. Len fiarsel, Vice-Pres. Charles 
Gaisor, Secty. Jerry Grzenda, Treas. R. Foley, Sgt-at Arms. Frank Palumbo 
and board members Harry Manville, Mae Clark,'John Fuller and Carl Hoke. 
Long-time member Wayne Wilcox presented a narrated color slide 
program, perpared by himself, and entitled A Selection of U.S. Pattern 
Coins. 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


Mar. 11-12 Fishersvilie,VA 
Augusta Expoland 

Mar. 17-19 Chattanooga, TN 

Days Inn, 1-75, Exit I 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB 

TENNESSEE STATE NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 


Mar. 24-26 

Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

Apr. 1 - 2 

Raleigh, NC 

Holshauser Bldg., St. Fairgrounds 

Apr. 8-9 

Wilmington, NC 

Elk's Club, Oleander Blvd. 

May 6-7 

Salem, VA 

American Legion Bldg. 


Aug. 16-20 Anaheim, CA 

Conventer Center 


Aug. 25-27 Dalton, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 

SEP. 22-24 McLEAN, Va. 

Westpark Hotel 


SUBURBAN COIN SHOW 


RALEIGH COIN CLUB 


AZALEA FESTIVAL 
COIN SHOW 

SALEM COIN CLUB 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 











THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

RHONE <8041 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 










THE MONEY $TORE 


WANTED: Confederate States of America currency & bonds, obsolete & 

discontinued Southern States currency, banknotes, private scrip & bonds 
United Confederate Veterans Reunion medals & ribbons. 

Brad Sawyer, PO Box 15543 Chesapeake.VA 23328-5543(804) 482-17?5 
WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION,German & French coins from 
1944; they must be unc. Will also consider unc. 1944 coins of other 
countries. Please describe & price. 

Robert Hawkins. PO Box 5173. Henderson. NC 27536 _ 

FOR SALE: 5 U.S. coins graded & in 2X2s, $2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list 

Larry W. Rowland. L.C.C., PO Box 4392. Danville. VA 24540-0107 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy If size warrants; write or ship or call. 

Jim Sparks. Box 4235. Salisbury. NC 28145. Phone (704) 633-5177 

WANTED: Uncirculated Colonial & Continental paper money. 

James R. Hosier, 80 South Main St . Manhelm. PA 17S4S _ 

FOR SALE: Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike scrip, set of 8 denominations, 

UNC, $20.90 ppd. (includes Va. tax. 

Dorsey A. Howard. PO Box 418. Chesterfield. VA 23832-0418 


Dorsev. 

WANTEE 


D: Any tokens, medals or exonumia dated 1847 or 1947. ANYTHING. 

For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 

Terry Hess. PO Box 851. Clemmons. NC 27012 _ 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe anf price. 

Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Avenue. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '94 VNA convention are still available. Price 

50 cents each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA, 515 Pinehurst Avenue. Colonial Heiohts. VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Virginia milk bottle caps. Most $ 1/2 each. Send SASE for list. 

Pace Mann, PO Box 1684, Wi 11 iamsburo. VA 2.3187-1684: (804) 220-2077 

WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & l.B P.O.E.W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

J.M. Boswell. PO Box 428. Gambrills. MD 21054-0428 _ 

WANTED: Confederate Interim Depositary Certificates & Funding Certifi¬ 

cates issued in Virginia. 

J. Tracy Walker. III. RFD 5. Box258. Charlottesville. VA 22901 _ 

VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES Competative prices.Send 

your want list.Mery Reynolds. PO Box 4524. Fort Eustis. VA 23604-0524 

WANTED: Expired credit cards, pay $1 ea. plus postage. Also have Compton 

(Page Co.) trade tokens to trade for Front Royal currency. 

Gary Olson. 505 South Roval Ave.. Front Roval. VA 22650 


WILL TRADE cdins and/or currency for Model A Ford pickup or coupe. 

R^y Haymake r, 1151 Gross Pt. Dr. Huddleston. VA 24104. (703) 297-5898 


VNA MEMBERS: Send in your free ad of up to 30 words (not including name 
& address) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 
23220-6327 Ads will be run in 4 Issues, & may be renewed. Ads must be 
typed or printed Only one ad per person per issue can be acepted. 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


For Official Mail & Membership info For Va. Numismatist info 
write to: write to: 


Harry L. Ward, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
P.0. Box 36531 
Richmond, VA 23235 


For Book/Publication info 
write to: 

Keith E. Littlefield, Librarian 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Read 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
(804)358-0525 

For Convention/ Show info 
write to: 

Keith E. Littlefield, Show Chmn. 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


OFFICERS 

President.Stephen R. Bennett III .Prince George, Va. 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry.Falls Church, Va. 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund.Richmond, Va. 

Secretary-Treasurer Harry L. Ward, Jr.Midlothian, Va. 

Sergeant-at-Arms.Robert W. Bunn.Newport News, Va. 

DIRECTORS 


James M. Beard. 

Gregory E. Tucker. 

Ginnie S. Aldridge. 

Robert M. New. 

Duane McSmlth. 

Henry E. Hawkins. 

Gene Lunsford. 

Keith £. Littlefield. 

Mervyn H. Reynolds. 

Raymond G. Haymaker 
Brandon Blake. 


.Lexington. Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

Colonial Heights, Va. 
.Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

.Williamsburg, Va. 

.Harrisonburg, Va. 

.Staunton, Va. 

.Annandale, Va. 

.Newport News, Va. 

.Huddleston, Va. 

.Petersburg, Va. 
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Full Service Worldwide 


ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 


Friends of Financial History 


GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 


The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 


• Mail Auction items in every issue 


Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 



NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 


CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 


$45 in U.S., CANADA FIRST CLASS MAIL 


Catalogues by Subscription Only 


$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 
CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME. 

Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908A006 


Ri*M.Sniythe &C*o.. , Iih*. 

Establishes] IXXO 


Established I H>S0 


26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 















ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Time 1-Year 

'A Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

'/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

HUMISMATIST 

Volume 31, No. 3 
Nay, 1995 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, P.O. 
Box 36531, Richmond, VA 
23235 
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The Secretary/Treasurer 

General Information 


From the Desk of: 



Dues are due. If you haven't mailed your dues in, please take 
a moment to do it now. The VNA Constitution allows a four 
month grace period before we must suspend mailing privi¬ 
leges. Your assistance will be appreciated. 



appointed chairman of the election committee ror the upcom¬ 
ing electimis. Please forward to us any recorm&iendations 
you may nave. \ 

A/search to locate some property of the VNA which 


bers is underway. The whereabouts of some sliaes, cases, 
extension qords for shows etc are being researched. If any 
members cak help with this, please drop me a line. 


suggestions are welcomed by the board. 

Discussions of security arrangements was a generously 
debated topic. Final decision was to have local jurisdictional 
police officers work in unison with VNA security officers at 
all shows. 

Term limits was also discussed. No resolution on that 
one yet. We would like to hear what the general 



membership thinks about this? 
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Some information on the questionaires 
that were received. Space permits a few. 

On the question of what one thing would you change 
about the VNA, you wanted more members, more shows, more 
rotation of show sites, more proactive members, and a larger 
VNA publication were a few of the more mentioned ones. 

Almost all of the responding members felt they were 
getting their monies worth for their dues. 

Members wanted more emphasis on the show and 
more convention activities. 

The average^ating*for the^ohvshow and convention 
was above averageas was the rating for ths^question on the 
job done by Officers and Directors of the 

Do members feel adequately informedVm finances 
and board decisions? The majority of you felt that they were 
adequately informed. I will try to include a financial snap¬ 
shot of thje VNA in the next issue. Keep in touch!! 


New Life Members 

A pplicant 

Lionel S. Key 
Neil A. Chiappa 
Janies Luck 

Dues Information 

Junior Member..$ 2.00 Regular Member..S 8.00 

Club Membersbip...S 10.00 Life Membership.$100.00 


Please Mail To: 


VNA 

c/o Harry L. Ward Jr. 

P. O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 
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BEN CRAWLEY DUNCAN, JR. 

1923- 1995 


Mr. Ben Crawley Duncan, Jr. of Richmond, Va., died at St. Mary's 
Hospital on Feb. 23, 1995. He was retired employee of the American 
Tobacco Co., an Army veteran of World War II, and a long time member of 
VNA. A devoted member of the Richmond Coin Club for over forty years, 
Ben served in all of the club's offices, and was president in 1961. He was 
an enthusiastic participant in all club activities, where his kindness and 
unfailing qood humor won him a host of friends. Ben's second hobby was 
post card collecting, a subject on which he contributed a number of 
articles to this magazine, the last appearing Just one year ago. He was 
active in the Richmond Post Card Club, and was the club's Immediate past 
president. 

Ben is survived by two uncles, I.P. Houston of Partlow, Va. and G.H. 
Houston of Richmond; a niece, Mary McManus of Portsmouth and a nephew, 
John Deoppe, of Powell's Point, N.C. to all of whom the Virginia 
Numismatic Association extends deepest sympathy. 

Ben's friends, a group which includes all who knew him, will always 
remember him with warm affection, and he will be sincerely missed. 


LASSER COLLECTION OF 18th CENTURY CURRENCY 
DONATED TO COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG 

Recent articles In the Richmond Times Dispatch and Coin World 
announced the donation to the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation by Mr. 
Joseph R. Lasser of Scarsdale, N.Y. of his collection of 18th century 
currency, one of the four largest private collections in the country. Mr. 
Lasser has also promised the Foundation his collection of colonial coins 
upon his death. The currency collection, consisting of over 970 notes, 
dated between 1708 and 1789, Is valued at $720,000.00. It contains 
notes of all of the American colonies plus the issues of the Continental 
Congress, and includes specimens designed by Paul Revere and Beniamin 
Franklin. The Continental Currency section contains virtually all of the 
known signature combinations for this series. 

There is a fine selection of Virginia notes, including ones signed by 
Edmund Randolph and Robert Carter Nicholas, the treasurer of Virginia. 
The Lasser collection contains a number of unique specimens, while 
others are so rare as to be considered virtually non-collectable. Several 
of the notes in the collection are Illustrated In Eric P. Newman's The 
Early Paper Money of America. 

The addition of the Lasser collection to the Foundation's existing 
holding of about 80 pieces will make Colonial Williamsburg the home or 
one of the most impressive collections of colonial currency to be found 
anywhere. Mr. Lasser stressed that he wants the Foundation to use the 
collection interpretively, letting people get up close to It, and not 
keeping it locked up behind glass forever. The collection will become a 
part of the Colonial Williamsburg Library's rare book and manuscript 
collection, and will available for study by historians and scholars. Gail 
Greve, the Colonial Williamsburg librarian, stated that some of the 
pieces will also be displayed from time to time. Although we may not 
qualify as historians or scholars, many of us in VNA are keenly 
interested in colonial currency. We sincerely hope that Colonial 
Williamsburg will afford us opportunities to view significant portions of 
this new Virginia treasure. 
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1995 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 


For the 1995 VNA Convention & Coin Show we'll be back again In 
Northern Virginia at the Tyson's Westpark Hotel on Leesburg Pike In 
McLean. The dates are Saturday, September 23 through Sunday, 
September 24. Dealer setup time is 5-9:30 pm on Friday, September 22. 

Bourse table rates for the 1995 show are: 

Regular: $165 Wall: $190 Corner: $215 

For more information, contact Bourse Chairman, Keith Littlefield, 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; phone (703) 354-9544. 


CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

As In past years, we solicit ads and patron listings for the July 
(convention) Issue of The Virginia Numismatist. Funds from convention 
ads and patrons help to finance the coin show, and we hope that all of our 
member clubs, Individual members and friends will extend their 
support. Copies of the convention Issue will be given out as programs at 
the show, so ads in it will have a wide circulation. 

The cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half-Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

If you had an ad last year It can be used again; If you wish to make 
changes, they can be accommodated also. If you have never had an acf 
before, just jot down what you want to say, and we'll do the rest. 

A patron listing costs only $2. You can list yourself, your children, 
your grandchildren, or friends you wish to honor. Stevie Ruehrmund, the 
editor's six month old grandson has already put in his name. You can even 
list your dog or cat. Sophie, the editor's miniature schnauzer, a patron 
for tne past rive years, invites other VNA pets to join her on the list. It's 
a fun way to support VNA, so do join the ranks of our 1995 patrons. 

Assembling the convention Issue takes quite a lot of time, so please 
make the editor's job easier by sending in your ads and patron listings 
promptly, accompanied by a check made payable to THE VIRGINIA 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. They must reach him no later than the last 
week of May. and should be sent to: Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Road, 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 


CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between May I and June 1 nominations will be open for the 
following VNA offices for the 1995-1997 term: President, First Vice 
President, Second Vice President and four members of the Board of 
Directors. Persons submitting nominations and candidates must be 
members In good standing. Names of all candidates will be published In 
the July issue 

Nominations should be sent to Robert M. New, PO Box 1124, Roanoke 
Rapids, NC 27870, and must be received no later than June 1, 1995. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION'S 
BANK OF RICHMOND $ 10 NOTE 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

The $10 note illustrated on the facing page is something of an 
enigma. Ostensibly a note of the Bank of Richmond, it carries the imprint 
of floyer & Ludwig, and must have been prepared along with the $1 and $5 
notes printed by H&L, and issued by the bank in 1861-62. Apparently the 
bank never ordered any of the $ 10 notes, as no signed and Issued examples 
have ever come to light. 

All known specimens of this note carry two added inscriptions. The 
first, placed In the left field, reads: 

For ten Cents sent to 
Alfred L. Sewell, Chicago Ills, 
one of these notes will be sent 
post paid -, Proceeds go to 
Sanitary Commission 

second inscription, in very small letters,at bottom center, reads: 

The plate of this note was taken from the ruins of the Fire in Richmond 

These two inscriptions provide clues for a plausible account of how the 
notes came to be printed, although many of the details still await 
discovery. 

The best place to start is with an an account of the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission. This was a civilian organization formed in June 1861 to aid 
sick and wounded union soldiers and their dependents by providing 
services and supplies not furnished by the government. Branches were 



the U.S. Sanitary Commission's Richmond Headguarters 
9th & Broad Streets. Photographed in April, 1865 
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The Sanitary Commission's souvenir $10 note 



































established in major northern cities from which medicine, food, clothing 
and personal items were distributed to the troops by agents stationed 
with the U.S. forces. During the course of the war the commission spent 
more than $7 million, raised from donations and by holding Sanitary Fairs. 
It also distributed about S15 million worth of donated supplies. 

Alfred L. Sewell of Chicago, III. was active in the work of the 
Sanitary Commission in that area. He was also a diligent and ingenious 
fund raiser. Early in 1865 he formed the "Army of the American Eagle”, 
composed of children who sold picture cards of "Old Abe”, the eagle 
mascot of the 8th. Wisconsin Volunteers. By selling enough cards at 10 
cents each a child could rise in rank from corporal to major general, 
receiving an ornate commission document with each promotion. Given this 
background, we can be reasonably certain that the souvenir banknote 
scheme was originated by Sewell himself. 

Sanitary Commission representatives arrived in Richmond a few days 
after the city's fall on April 3, 1865, and established a branch office in 
the store of Mann S. Valentine, a dry goods merchant,on the southeast 
corner of 9th and Broad Streets. This location is significant, for directly 
across 9th street, on the southwest corner, stood the building which 
housed the printing establishment of Hoyer & Ludwig. Northerners in 
Richmond during those early days of the federal occupation were avid 
sight-seers and souvenir collectors. Within a short time someone at the 
Sanitary Commission, having learned that Confederate money had been 
printed in the building across the street, must have visited the shop in 
search of souvenirs. 

At the time Charles Ludwig was by himself, his partner, Hoyer, 
having sold out and returned to Germany a few months earlier. Although he 



Hoyer & Ludwig occupied the second floor of this building at the 
corner of 9th & Broad Sts. Photograph taken ca. 1928 
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had printed some of the Confederate notes of the Feb. 17, 1864 issue as a 
sub-contractor, we can be fairly certain that Ludwig had carefully 
scraped all of the Confederate notes off of his lithographic stones 
before the Federal troops arrived In Richmond. The master stone for the 
Bank of Richmond $10 note, with Its legend, "State of Virginia, 
Confederate States of America", was probably the only 
Confederate-related item he had on hand. 

We may never know who it was that approached Ludwig. Perhaps it 
was Sewell himself. Many northern tourists came to visit the fallen 
Confederate capitol, and Sewell had both the time and the means to make 
the trip. If Sewell did not come to Richmond, then he must have 
corresponded with someone in the Commission's Richmond office about 
obtaining a currency reprint souvenir to be sold as a fund raiser. He 
probably'hoped for a Confederate treasury note, but settled on the Bank of 
Richmond note as the only thing available. Printing the note would raise 
no objections, as it had never been issued, and, in any case, the Bank of 
Richmond, having been burned in the evacuation fire, no longer existed. 

The added inscriptions provide a clue as to who did the printing. The 
larger of the two, “For ten cents sent to....etc.", is in Ludwig's distinctive 
style, and must have been done by him or someone in his shop. That being 
the case it is safe to assume that Ludwig did the printing as well. During 
the early months of the Union occupation business in Richmond was at a 
standstill. With no other work to do, Ludwig would have been glad of the 
chance to earn a few greenbacks by printing souvenir notes for Mr. Sewell. 

The second addea inscription, "The plate of this note was taken from 
the Ruins of the Fire in Richmond", is pure puffery, intended to enhance 
the note's value as a souvenir of the fall of Richmond. The printing was 
not done from a plate, but from a lithographic stone. Had It been exposed 
to the fire it would have been reduced to a lump of lime. Ludwig's shop 
was not damaged by the fire, which stopped about a block short of It. 

These notes are found without serial number and with a serial 
number applied with a numbering machine, which must have been done in 
Chicago, since no Richmond notes with similar numbers have ever turned 
up. The serial number range could provide a clue as to the quantity printed 
if only more examples were available for examination. The 
Jones-Littlefield book , Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, assigns it a rarity 
of 5 (10 - 24 known), but the serial numbers of only two specimens, 
numbers 3535 and 3550, were available for this study. Assuming that the 
numbering started with 1, the numbers suggest a total production of 
about 4,000, probably as 1,000 four note sheets. Does anyone among our 
readers own one of these notes with a serial number higher than 4,000? 

The sale of 4,000 notes at 10 cents each would have grossed only 
$400.00, provided all were sold. Out of that would have had to come the 
costs of printing, envelopes, advertising and postage at 3 cents per 
letter, leaving only $250-$300 for the Sanitary Commission. Considering 
the amount of effort involved, it hardly seems worth the trouble. 

One thing is certain, these notes are decidedly rare today. Granted 
that the number produced was relatively small, one might expect a higher 
survival rate, since they were not meant to circulate but to be retained as 
souvenirs. A great many of them must have been distributed in Chicago, 
and, together with unsold remainders, perhaps were destroyed ih the 
great Chicago Fire of Oct. 8, 1871, a world class conflagration that made 
Richmond's evacuation fire seem puny by comparison. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Thanks to Neil Chiappa for providing the illustration 
of the note in his collection. 
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THE DUCAT 


Almost everyone has heard of a ducat, the name Is still a slang term 
for an admission ticket, but have you ever wondered Just what sort of 
coin the ducat was, and who Issued It ? Actually, there's no single 
answer, for coins called ducats, of both gold and sliver, with wtdely 
varying values, were Issued in many parts of Europe for nearly a thousand 
years. The Austrian mint still strikes gold ones as bullion coins. 

The first ducat was a silver coin issued in 1140 by Roger II, the 
Norman king of Sicily for his duchy of Apulia on the Italian mainland. It 
carried the motto, SIT. T. XTE. D. 6. TV. REG. ISTE. DVCAT. Given in full 
this is : Sit Tibi, Christe, datus, Quern Tu regis, iste Ducatus (Unto Thee, 
0 Christ, is dedicated this Duchy, which Thou rulest). The coin took its 
name from "Ducatus", the final word of the legend. 

By far the best known of all gold ducats is that of the Venetian 
Republic, familiar to all who have read Shakespear's The Merchant 
ofVenice First issued around 1280, it became the premier trading coin 
of the western world, and one of the longest lived of any coin ever. With 
its design unchanged, except for the name of the ruling Doge, it continued 
to be issued for 517 years, until 1797, when the Venetian Republic was 
overthrown by France under Napoleon Bonaparte. 



Venetian Gold Ducat, or Zecchino.of Doge Giovanni Dandolo, 1280-89 

Actually, the Venetians called their ducat a “Zecchino", from the 
name of the palace, "La Zecca", which housed the Venetian mint. The 
obverse depicts Christ in glory, with the same legend, Sit Tibi Christe, 
etc., used on the original ducat of Roger II. On the reverse the Doge is 
shown kneeling and receiving the sacred banner, the gonfalene, from St. 
hark, the Patron Saint of Venice. 

Gold ducats, with many variations in type, were issued in Europe for 
centuries, and the name has been applied to a wide variety of coins which 
have little in common with the either the Venetian or the original ducat. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 8;00 pm on 3rd 
Wednesdays In the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr, High School, 4646 
Seminary Rd. in Alexandria, Va. In April they held a member bourse, 
heard a speaker, served refreshments and held a 40 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on the 
last Tuesday at 105 North ist St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th 
Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept, on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on first 
Tuesdays at the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Fflchmond, Va. In March 
they held a "Show & Tell” night, and in April Ted Tarr gave a talk on U.S. 
large cents, and demonstrated making foil impressions of coins. 

SALEM COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Mondays in Room B of the Salem Civic Center. The club will hold its 
annual Spring Coin Show May 6-7 at the American Legion Building, 710 
Apperson Drive, Salem, Va. Hours are 10 am to 5 pm both days. For info, 
call Emmett Yonce, day (703) 981-2871, evening (703) 992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm 
on 2nd Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersvllle, Va. In April Will Camp gave an informative talk on grading 
AU & UNC coins. The club's annual Spring Coin Show, held at Augusta 
Expoland March 11-12 was, as usual, a very fine affair. The VNA Board of 
Directors thanks the club for their hospitality In providing 
accommodations at the show for the board's quarterly meeting. 
Secretary Gene Lunsford, slowed down only slightly by his broken leg, 
was doing a brisk business at his table. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays 
at the VFW Hall, 4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy's at Military Circle, 
Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at the War Memorial Museum in Newport News. In Jan. 
they viewed the the final segment of the ANA video on Counterfeit and 
Altered U.S. Coins. In April they held a donated auction sale to help fund 
the annual banquet meeting. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Tuesdays at the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. At the Feb. meeting Bob Waszllycsak gave a 
program on Czechoslovakian banknotes, postcards and books featuring art 
work by Alphonse Mucha. In March they held a "Show and Tell" session 
with a St. Patrick's Day theme and also held an auction sale. 

ATTENTION ALL CLUBS: Nominations for the *95 Walt Mason 
Award close on July I. Persons nominated and those submitting 
nominations do NOT have to be VNA members. If you know of a 
worthy candidate, send a nomination to The Walt Mason Fund, 
P.O. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 





CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



AmjA/ * Ad/ 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 


Larry Engle, President 


(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 











SHOW CALENDAR 


Jun. 8-n Charlotte, NC 

Merchandise Mart 

Jun. 16-17 Memphis, TN 

Cook Convention Ctr. 

Jul.28-30 Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

Auq. 5-6 Vienna, VA 

Community Center 

Auq. 16-20 Anaheim, CA 

Convention Center 

Aug. 25-27 Dalton, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 

Sep. 23-24 McLEAN, Va. 

Westpark Hotel 

Sep.29-0ct. I Greensboro, NC 
Village Green 

Oct. 13-15 Pennsauken, NJ 

So. Jersey Expo. Ctr. 


CAROLINA COIN & STAMP 
CONVENTIONS 

INTERTNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 

MARYLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

AMERICANNUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 











THE 

COIN 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 


STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



212 15. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 













THE MONEY $TORE 


tftAbE Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 

dimes, quarters & halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle, P.O. Drawer 

6127 Newport News. VA 236096 (804) 596-3183— —-- ; 

WANTED: Confederate States of America currency & bonds, obsolete & 
discontinued Southern States currency, banknotes, private scrip & bonds, 
United Confederate Veterans Reunion medals& ribbons 
Rrad Rawver PO Rox 15543 Ch^aneake VA 23328-5543.(804) 492-1725. 
WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECliON-German & kr«nch coins Tram 
1944 ; they must be unc. Will also consider unc. 1944 coins of other 
countries. Please describe & price. 

“ 5173. Henderson. NC 27536. 


Send 


Robert hawKins. ru pox pi /j. n enuci bum, hv ^ wv ■-- .. „ ,, -pr 

FOR SALE: 5 U.S. coins graded & in 2X2s, J2.00 ppd. None after 69 

I arrv W. Rowland. L.C.C.. PO Box 4392. Danville. VA 24540~QIQ7 
BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 
travel to you to buy If size warrants; write or ship or call 
Jim Soarks. Box 4 2 35 . Salisb ur y . NC: 28 45 . phone (7Q4) 6g:5177 

WANTED. Any tokens, medals or exonumla dated 1847 or 1947. any i hind. 

For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 

Terry Hess. PO Rox 831. Clemmons. NC 27 012—__- 

WANTED: Punch tags from ai i states. Describe anf price 
Glnnte Aldrldne. 515 Pinehurst Ave n ue. Colonial Heights. V A 23834 .—- 
WOODEN NICKELSfrom the 94 VNA convention are still available. Price 
50 cents each plus SASE. Order from: . . 

FOR 'SAll.^arge' co^lecfTon oPva n t^kens fl & medais^for a copy of the list 

send two 32 cent stamps. ,, OJI , Qn ,, oon or >n 

Pane Mann. PO Box 1684, Williamsburg, VA 23 187-1584; (8Q4 22Q 2 . Q ZZ 
WANTED: B.P.O.E. (Elks) & 1.B.P.O.E. W. exonumia. Will buy or trade. 

JM Roswell. PO Box 428. Gambrllls. MD 21Q5 4-Q42S- 


VIETNAM MILITARY PAYMENT CERI IHLAfES Competative prices Send 
your want list, Merv Reynolds. PO Bo x 432 4, Fort Eustu? , Q?2 4 

WANTED: German" Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabaunh 1025 Crozer Lane. Spr ingfield. PA 19064-5707 -- 

FOR SALE: UNC 1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set 
custom plastic case. Catalog $295. Make offer. 


In 


Rav Haymaker ! 151 Gross Pt Dr..Huddieston, VA 24104. (703) 297-589$ 
VNA MEMBERS: Send In your free ad of up to 30 words (not including name 
& address) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 
23220-6327 Ads will be run in 4 issues, & may be renewed. Ads must be 
typed or printed. Only one ad per person per Issue can be acepted. 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


For Official Mall & Membership Info For Va. Numismatist Info 
write to: write to: 


Harry L. Ward, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
P.0. Box 36531 
Richmond, VA 23235 


For Book/Publtcation info 
write to: 

Keith E. Littlefield, Librarian 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
(804)358-0525 

For Convention/ Show Info 
write to: 

Keith E. Littlefield, Show Chmn. 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


OFFICERS 

President.Stephen R. Bennett III.Prince George, Va. 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry.Fails Church, Va. 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund.Richmond, Va. 

Secretary-Treasurer Harry L. Ward, Jr.Midlothian, Va. 

DIRECTORS 


James M. Beard. 

Gregory E. Tucker. 

Ginnle S. Aldridge. 

Robert M. New. 

Duane McSmlth. 

Henry E. Hawkins. 

Gene Lunsford. 

Keith E. Littlefield.... 

Mervyn H. Reynolds. 

Raymond G. Haymaker. 
Brandon Blake. 


.Lexington. Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

Colonial Heights, Va. 
.Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

.Williamsburg, Va. 

.Harrisonburg, Va. 

.Staunton, Va. 

.Annandale, Va. 

.Newport News, Va. 

.Huddleston, Va. 

.Petersburg, Va. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 
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Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 
BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 



Catalogues by Subscription Only $45 in US ’ CANADA F1RST CLASS MAIL 

$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 

Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 
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Numismatic significance. 
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The Virginia Numismatic 
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Advertisers. Any complaints 
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be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 
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DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER 


Dear Friends, 

We've passed the middle of summer, the VNA Convention Is now 
only two months away, and It’s time for you to be making plans to 
attend. First of all, your hotel reservation form Is at page 13 of this 
Issue. Cut It out and send It In promptly so you'll be sure of getting a 
room at the Westpark. 

While you're cutting out the reservation form, also cut out the 
election ballot on page 15. While you're thinking about It please mark 
It and send It In to the secretary. As with all organizations such as 
ours, It's becoming Increasingly difficult to find people who are 
willing to serve as officers and directors, but this year we have a 
number of new candidates who have agreed to serve. I call on all of 
you, as members, to show your support of these candidates, and of 
VNA, by casting your ballots. 

Exhibits are always an Important part of our annual coin show, 
and I hope that many of you are planning to exhibit this year. While It 
does take a certain amount of time and effort to mount a display, as 
an opportunity to share your knowledge with others, it's a most 
rewarding experience. If you'll get to work promptly there's still 
plenty If time left to prepare an exhibit. VNA has a few display cases 
available, which will be assigned on a first come first served basis. 
If you'll need to use one or more, please contact Exhibits Chairman 
Jim Beard to reserve them. You can reach him at (703) 463-5186. 

Since copies of this Issue will be given out at the coin show, 
I'll close with a cordial welcome to all who attend. I hope that you'll 
enjoy the show, and If you're not a VNA member, I hope that you'll 
consider Joining. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Westpark In September. 


Yours Sincerely, 


Steve Bennett 
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From the Desk of: 

The Secretary/Treasurer 


Hope everyone had a wonderful 4th of July holiday.. 

General Information 

We will be having our free Gold Coin Draw for members at 
the convention in September. Be sure you come. Sign up a 
friend. Consider becoming a Life Member yourself. 

Contracts from deSflers for the convention, continue to look 
very promising: If anyone needs a table, calHteith Littlefield 
@ 703-354^544. 

We are leaking for a few good people to fill a fety positions 
within the VNA structure. If you have a desire and time to 
participate, we would gladly consider discussing thf possibili¬ 
ties with you. 

Anyone having articles of interest to print in the X'a Numisma¬ 
tist, please forward to Jim Ruehrmund. Thanks. 

New Members 

Applicant : Sponsor 

No New Members since last mailing 

Dues Information 

Junior Member..$ 2.00 Regular Member.$ 8.00 

Club Membership...$10.00 Life Membership.$100.00 


Please Mail To: 


VNA 

c/o Harry L. Ward Jr. 

P.O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 
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1995 VNA CONVENTION NEWS 

For the 1995 VNA Convention & Coin Show, our 37th., we'll be back 
aga< n . '13, Northern Virginia at the Tyson's Westpark Hotel on Leesburg 
Pike In McLean The dates are Saturday, September 23 through Sunday, 
September 24 To get there from 1-95, take 1-495 (the Washington, D.C 
Beltway) west to exit 10 West. Leesburg Pike (Rt. 7). Go 1.5 miles on 
Leesburg Pike, and turn right be/ore the 6?h. stoplight. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Your hotel reservation card Is printed on page 13. Cut It out 
and send It In promptly so you'll be sure of getting a room. The 

room rate Is $53.00 per night, single or double. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

, The quarterly meeting of the VNA Board of directors will be held at 
6:00 PM on Saturday, September 23 at the Tyson's Westpark Hotel. Room 
location will be announced. Business will Include certification of the 
1995 officer elections and plans for the 1996 convention. The meetlnq 
will be open to anyone who cares to attend. 

BOURSE TABLES 

Bourse table rates for the 1995 show are: 


Regular: $165 Wall: $190 Corner: $215 


Dealer setup time Is 5-9:30 pm on Friday, September 22. 


,,E° r more Information, contact Bourse Chairman, Keith Littlefield, 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; phone (703) 354-9544. 


BOURSE 

The bourse will be open to the public at 10:00 AM on both days of 
the convention. Admission is free and all are Invited. The dealers will be 
offering a wide range of numismatic material: U.S., foreign and ancient 
coins; paper money of all kinds, tokens and medals. ThereTi be somethinq 
there to whet the appetites of all collectors, young and old, novices and 
veterans. You'll have the chance to add to your collection some of those 
elusive pieces you've long been seeking, and perhaps you may cultivate 
new collecting Interests as well. Be sure to visit all of the dealers, and 
always ask IF you don't see what you're looking for. The dealers will 
often have more stuff with them than they have space to display. 

If you have material to sell or to trade, bring it along to the show. 
Dealers are always anxious to buy, and so are your fellow collectors 
No Insurance will be carried on either bourse materials or exhibits, 
but guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day in these two areas 
for the duration of the show. 


EXHIBITS 

i , w r' te to Exhibit Chairman James M. Beard, 317 Miller Street, 
Lexington, VA 24450, or call him at (703) 463-5186 to obtain exhibit 
?J? d "serve space for your exhibit. Mounting an exhibit 
requ res considerable time and effort, but It offers the satisfaction of 
snaring your Interests and knowledge with others, so do plan to put In an 
exhibit at this year's show. 

Exhibitors are requested to bring their own display cases. VNA 
does, however, have a limited number of cases, which will be assigned on 
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a first come first served basis. If you are going to need a case, please let 
Jim Beard know as soon as you can. , . . . 

No Insurance will be carried on exhibits or bourse materials but 
guard service will be maintained 24 hours a day In these two areas for 
the duration of the show. 

RAG The C annujd get-together^the Rag Pickers will be Saturday evening 
at 9:00 PM. Location will be announced. This event, a tradition since 
VNA's earliest days, offers an opportunity for all those Interested In 
paper money to gather for a grand gab fest on the.subject. Theres 
neither a formal agenda nor rules of procedure, but the free-wheeling, 
wide-ranging discussions are never dull. If you have even the slightest 
Interest fn paper money you should make It a point to attend. 

The Awaits Breakfast will be held at 8:00 AM on Sunday, September 
24. It will be a buffet costing about $8.00 per person and reservat ons 
are not required. The newly elected officers will be Installed, VNA 
service and exhibit awards will be presented, and Len Harsel will present 
the 1995 Walt Mason Award. Come and Join your VNA friends for 
breakfast; It’s always a sociable event. 

VNA PUBLICATIONS „ „ , . r . . 

The VNA books Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, Virginia^ Tokens and 
other VNA publications will be offered for sale at the registration desk. 
If you buy them at the show you’ll save the cost of shlpptong. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership applications will be available at the registration desk. 
The dues of new members who Join at the convention are paid up through 
the end of 1996, so make every effort to sign up your non-member 
friends. You can also pay your 1996 dues at the reglstraton desk thus 
saving VNA the trouble and expense of sending you a bill. 

CONVENTION PROGRAM M 

As has become our custom, this years convention, program Is 
contained In this expanded Issue of The Virginia Numismatist. VNA 
extends most sincere thanks to all Its members and friends, both 
Individuals and ciubs, who have supported the 1995 convention through 
their ads and patron listings. 

COME AND HAVE FUN , „ , . f . 

Come to McLean this September and enjoy a weekend of numismatic 
fun and fellowship at the Westpark. Bring your family along too. spouses 
and kids can find more than enough to do while the numismatists are 
enjoying themselves on the bourse. The Smithsonian Is always worth a 
visit, and there's also the Washington Zoo. If you've already been to Mount 
Vemon, then visit the Lee Mansion at Arlington. For Civil War buffs 
there's the National Battlefield Park at Manassas, a short distance to the 
west, while the Fredericksburg area, about an hour's drive south, has 
three battlefield parks. For those who like to shop the area has 
numerous great shopping malls, starting with Tyson's Corner near the 
convention site, and Potomac Mills, one of the state's major shopp ng 
attractions Is Just a short distance south on 1-95. The Kings Dominion 
theme park at Doswell, Va., about 75 miles south of Washington on 1-95, 
Is a grand place to take the kids. This Is an area where you're never at a 
loss Tor entertainment, so do come and enjoy It. 
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37th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

of the 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
SCHEDULE OF EVFNTS 


Friday, September 22 

5:00-8:00 PM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers Only 


Saturday, September 23 

9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to General Public 
6:00 PM - Bourse Room Closed to All 
6:00 PM - Meeting of the VNA Board 
9:00 PM - Rag Pickers Get-Together 


Sunday, September 24 

8:00 AM - Awards Breakfast 
9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to General Public 
5:00 PM - Bourse Closes - Convention Closes 


************ 


AWARDS BREAKFAST PROGRAM 


INVOCATION 

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION.Steve Bennett 

BREAKFAST 

PRESENTATION OF EXHIBIT AWARDS.James M. Beard 

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS.Incoming President 

PRESENTATION OF WALT MASON AWARD.Len Harsel 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS.Steve Bennett 
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VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT IF THE 1995 CONVENTION 


Glnnle Aldridge 
Dave & Theresa Armstrong 
Chris & Katie Blshoff 
Bob Brennan 
Earl & Lillian Brooks 
Lady Brooks 
Neville Brugh 
Grace Brugn 
Sasha Bush 
Bob Custer 
Barbara Hannah 
Billy Hannah 
Forest Hannah 
Frank Hannah 
Marge Hannah 
Len Harsel 
Del Haymaker 
Ray Haymaker 


Ron Mlrr 
Bob New 
Myrt New 
Mark O'Hara 
Mai & Emily Powell 
Jessica Ruehrmund 
Shauna Ruehrmund 
Sophie Ruehrmund 
Stevie Ruehrmund 
Jerry & Ruthle Schmidt 
Ted & Evle Tarr 
Tom Taylor 
Bob Walter 
Bill Wllkerson 
Chad Young 


Ellen Littlefield 
Katie Littlefield 
Sam Littlefield 


tn #t*#*i&* 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION MOURNS THE PASSING OF 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS DURING THE PAST YEAR 

EARL F. BLAISDELL 
1937- 1994 

BRAINARD S. CHARLTON, JR. 

1916- 1994 

BEN C. DUNCAN, JR. 

1923- 1995 

DORIS MUSTAIN 
1919- 1994 

DONALD ROBERTS 
1918-1995 
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THE STONEWALL JACKSON MEDAL 

By Jim Ruehrmund 

The medals struck In France In 1863 In honor of Confederate Lt. Gen, 
Thomas J. (Stonewall) Jackson have been the subject In recent years of a 
number of published articles which give widely varying accounts of their 
origin. Interest In these medals Intensified with the 1894 discovery of a 
hoard of them In a Savannah, Ga. warehouse, and newspaper reports of the 
find provide some new and heretofore unpublished Information about 
them which should dispel some of the romantic notions currently 
entertained about their origin. 1 

The medals were made fn 1863, not long after Gen. Jackson's death, by 
the firm of Massonnet in Paris, France. Cardboard discs found packed 
with some of the pieces In the 1894 hoard give the name and address as: 

du Faub st - Den ' s 40. and the maker's name, 
MASSONNET EDITEUR appears in small letters at the bottom of the 
reverse. They are are 2 inches or 51 mm. In diameter, and are struck In 
white metal, an alloy of 2/3 copper and 1/3 tin. The obverse has a 
bearded male head facing left which bears very little resemblance to 
Stonewall Jackson. In fact, Mrs. Jackson, the general’s widow, once 
described the portrait as “miserable". The inscription Is: LlEUT.GIiNERAL 
°T.J.JACKSON. STONEWALL and BORN 1821. DIED 1863. The birth year Is 
ncorrect; Gen. Jackson was born In 1824. Below the head, In small 
letters Is CAQUE.F, the signature of the die engraver. » 

The reverse has a wreath of tobacco and com stalks with a small 
trophy of arms at the bottom, overlaid by a shield with the Confederate 
motto, DEO VINDICE (God Our Vindicator). In the field an eight line 
Inscription lists thirteen of Jackson's battles. Twined around the wreath 
is a ribbon on which another nine battles are Inscribed, making a total of 
twenty two. Nine of the battle names are, from a Southern point of view, 
Irregular. BULL RUN and ANTIETAM were known In the South as Flrsf 
Manassas and Sharpsburg respectively. The actions at MARTINSBURG, 
STRASBURG and HARRISONBURG during Jackson's 1862 Valley Campalqn, 
were more In the nature of skirmishes than battles, while the battles o/ 
Cross Keys, and McDowell also In the Valley Campaign, are not Included 
In the list. There was no Battle of SUDLEY, although this may refer to 
& engagement of the Second battle of Manassas. 

MECHANICSVILLE, also called Beaver Dam Creek, was a battle In which 
Jackson and his troops did not participate, and SHEPHARDSTOWN 
(Shepherdstown) is misspelled. THE WILDERNESS was a battle which 
took place In 1864, a year after Jackson's death, but In this case It 
doubtless refers to the Battle of Chancelorsvllle In which Jackson was 
mortally wounded. 

The engraver, Armand Auguste Caque, a distinguished and hlqhly 
competent artist, did the best ne could with the material provided, but 
this catalog of errors, together with the unrecognizable portrait, 
Indicates an unfamlllarlty with the subject material on the part of the 
person who laid out the design for him . 

Just who commissioned these medals has been a matter of much 
conjecture. In his article, A Medal For Stonewall, In the October 1987 
issue of TAMS Journal, Robert D. Marcus stated that they were 
commissioned by the Marquis de Lafayette, a grandson of the hero of the 
American Revolution. According to this account, Lafayette visited 
Jackson and his command during the winter of 1862-63, and formed a 
profound admiration for the general and his men. After returning to 
France and learning of the death of Gen. Jackson, the marquis financed 
the production of 5,000 medals, Intending that one be given to each 
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member of the Stonewall Brigade. He had them shipped to America 
through the blockade by a Capt. Lamar of Savannah. 6a., who hid them In a 
warehouse there where they lay undiscovered until the early 1890s. 

Mr. Marcus obtained his information from an anonymous flier issued 
ca. 1915, however the problem with this account Is that the Lafayette 
visit cannot be documented. There are no contemporary newspaper 
accounts of It, nor Is It mentioned In the memoirs of any of the officers 
who were close to Jackson at the time. The only mention of such a visit 
Is to be found In Private John 0. Casler's Four Years in the Stonewal. 
Brigade, published In 1893. It seems likely that easier was either 
quoting camp gossip, or else he mistakenly Identified some visiting 
Frenchman as Lafayette. Interestingly enough, a photograph of Caster 
taken In the 1890s shows him wearing one of the medals on his coat. 

A second and different account by "David T. Alexander appeared In the 
August 8, 1994 Issue of Coin World under the heading Stonewall Meda, 
Tribute to Fallen Confederate Strategist. In his article Mr. Alexander 
stated that the medals were ordered by the Confederate Congress through 
Its agent In France, Col. C.A.L. Lamar of Georgia. Mr. Alexander did not 
cite nls source, and, like the Lafayette story, this assertion cannot be 
documented. No mention of discussions or action by the Confederate 
Congress regarding a Jackson commemorative medal can be found In the 
Journal of the Congress of the Confederate States. 

A third and more likely account of the medals appeared In the 
Savannah Homing News when the hoard of medals was discovered In 
1894. In one of the articles on the discovery the paper published a letter 
of November 22, 1878 to Mr. William Hardin, the librarian of the Georgia 
Historical Society from Mr. Robert A. Brock, the corresponding secretary 
of the Virginia Historical Society In Richmond, Va. In his letter Mr. Brock 
said: 


". . .Some time after the death of Gen. Jackson ,ln 
May, 1863 a subscription was set on foot to raise funds to 
erect a statue to his memory, and In connection with this 
scheme these medals were devised.. .funds were raised by 
subscription here. Invested In cotton which was shipped 
to England, and there disposed of - how the money was 
disposed of, other than In part In the preparation of the 
medals, I am not advised, the latter were executed in 
Paris, and you will find the artist's name In the exergue 
on the obverse side, beneath the bust of Jackson. The 
medal was delayed In Its execution, and was either 
captured In Its blockade transit by the federals, or 
reached Richmond In the spring of 1865, but a little 
before the fall of the confederate capitol. Soon after the 
entrance of the. federals they were abundantly exhibited 
for sale at stands improvised by federal sutlers at the 
street-comers. Whether they were a prey before or after 
the evacuation, I am unable to say. I never saw a specimen 
In other than white metal, though I have heard that some 
were struck In silver... * 

R.A. Brock (1839-1914) was a respected and reliable historian, and his 
Is very probably the correct account of how the medals came to be made. 
He was certainly In a position to know the facts, having been in 
Richmond at the time of the events he described. It Is unfortunate that 
he did not name the authors of the project, or mention the intended 
disposition of the medals. The Brock letter also reveals that there were 
two shipments of medals, the one mentioned by him, which fell Into 
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federal hands at the end of the war, and another which ended up In a 
warehouse In Savannah, Ga., where It lay forgotten for thirty years. The 
Richmond shipment must have been the source of the medals that 
thewar^ ° the num,smatlc trade ,n the y ears Immediately following 

The discovery In January, 1894 of a hoard of the Jackson medals In an 

wic ^hlrnnliKhi ,' Savan " al ?* 6 a ca used quite a sensation, and the event 
thoroughly reported In the Savannah Morning News The reports 
Included an Interview with Mrs. C.M. Cunningham; a daughter or Col. 

to thls S countnf US Lafayette Lamar (1824-1 865), who brought the medals 

,„6ol. Lamar was the son of Gazaway Bugg Lamar, a prominent banker 
and financier. He was also the godson of the Marquis de Lafayette the 
^ I5 oJ?'k ™ ai K s < wh1,e ,n Savannah during his last 

TnfanM ™ 'ShIJi! 24 ' had Jj tood as godfather at the baptism of the 
hlif?} fK°l ar, l a ? d this connection may nave something to do with the 
iamtri h «^ f ,^ e 5. tes . 9 rands °n commissioned the Jackson medals. 
r^nLw a ?n a ^R o n K te< l o c , 0 '°" el of i he 26th 6eorgla Regiment In 1861, but 
u 8 rlarch, 1862 In order to devote nls energies to blockade 
He owned an Interest In the Importing & Exporting Co. of 

mll g l a L.l b J ock f d , e 1 mn P ,r )9 f,rm founded and headed by his father, and 
made a number of trips to Europe on company business. 1 

W2P* the Go 1 one I saw the medals exhibited In 
l86 ^' and Purchased a large quantity of them 
for resale In the Confederacy. The shipment of medals packed In 
barrels, was run through the blockade Into Wilmington, N.C. late In 1863 



The Stonewall Jackson Medals, 

illustrated above, were presented to the Ladies’ Auxiliary to C. \\*A., or Savaunah, Gn , to be sold for 
the benefit of disabled Confederate, Veterans. 

As historic souvenirs of the war they are of great value, being the only medals tlmt were made at 
that time, and commemorating all the victories of the great general. They were brought to the South- 
through the blockade, and lay in an old Savannah' warehouse nearly thirty years. The price of theso 
medals is One Dollar Each, and all orders sent to 8. A. Cunningham, Nashville, Tenn., or to 

V MRS . GEO . W, LAMAR , Pres . L. A.C. V.A., savannah, ga.. 

will receive prompt attention. The medals are the size of engrayings, and very handsomely executed. 


Advertisement From Confederate Veteran Magazine, Nov., 1894 
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and Col. Lamar then had them shipped to Augusta. 6a., and stored In a 
warehouse there. The deteriorating military situation caused the colonel 
to relotn the army, and kept him from doing anything further with his 
medals. On April 16, 1865, a week after Lee's surrender at Appomattox, 
he was killed In the fighting at Columbus, 6a. 

The barrels of medals remained In Augusta until 1871 when the 
colonel's family, having been notified that they were there, had them 
shipped to Savannah and stored In the Lamar Warehouse. Mrs. Cunningham 
said that the presence of the medals In Savannah was no secret for after 
they were received she had disposed of a number of them, and had sold 
four barrels of them. The buyer was a one-armed veteran named Pitman 
who hoped to find a ready market for them among confederate veterans 
In Vlrqlnla. Mrs. Cunnlngnam related how his enterprise came to grief, 
"The people of Virginia, who knew Stonewall Jackson well, declared that 
his pretended likeness on the medals was not Jackson at all, but bore a 
nearer resemblance to Abraham Lincoln. They declared that It was an 
attempt to practice a base Imposition upon them, and Pitman was 
actually run out of three or four towns where he tried to dispose of the 
medals. This was the last I ever heard of him and what became of his 
stock of medals I don't know". . . 

The Pitman episode led the Lamar family to believe that the medals 
were worthless. They paid no further attention to them, and the 
remaining stock lay forgotten In the warehouse. In January, 1894, during 
cleaning of the building, two half rotted barrels, at first thought to 
contain rubbish, were found to be filled with medals, about 1,000 in all. 
Most were In rolls wrapped In paper, but some were In black cases of 
tinned Iron with glasses like watch crystals set In the lids, and a few 
were In plush lined presentation cases. A large proportion of both 
medals and cases had Been more or less corroded by water that flooded 
the warehouse during a storm In August, 1893. . . ... 

When news of the find spread abroad the Lamars were beselged with 
requests for medals from veterans, especially those who had served 
under Jackson. The earlier criticism of the portrait was forgotten, and 
apparently no one noticed the mistakes In the Inscription; all wanted a 
memento of Stonewall Jackson. The Lamars solved the prob em of 
disposing of the hoard by turning over their entire stock to the Ladle s 
Auxiliary of the Confederate Veterans Association of Savannah, to be 
sold for the benefit of disabled Confederate veterans. Advertlsments for 
the nftdals appearing In Confederate Veteran magazine In the fall of 
1894 ensured a quick sale, and the entire stock was soon disbursed. 


SOURCES 

Alexander, David T., Stonewall Jackson Medal Tribute to Fallen 
Confederate Strategist. Coin World, Aug.8, 1994. 

Krlck, Robert K. Lee's Colonels, A Biographical Register of the Field 
Offleers of the Army ofNorthern Virginia. Dayton, Ohio, 1979. 

Marcus, Robert D., A Medal For Stonewall, 7/l/Y5(Token and Medal 
Society) Journal, Oct. 1987. 

SavannaMda.) Morning News, Clippings from Jan., 1894, In the Eleanor S. 
Brokenbrough Library, Museum of tne Confederacy, Richmond, Va. 


Most sincere thanks to the following, who provided Information and 
assistance 

” Mr. Robert E.L. Krlck, Richmond National Battlefield Park 
Mr. Guy R. Swanson, Museum of the Confederacy 
Mr. Brent Tarter, Virginia State Library. 
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Virginia Numismatic Association 

September 22 - 24, 1995 


Name:_ 

Company:___ 

Address:___ 

City: _ State:_ Zip: 

Phone:__ 

For arrival on_Depart on_ 

All rooms are subject to 9.5 % tax. 


All requests for reservations must be received by September 8, 
1995. Special group rates and accommodations are based on 
availability. 

Sharing room with_ 

_Single $ 53. _1 bed 

Double $ 53. _2 beds 

_Smoking 

_ Non-Smoking 


Guarantee by: Check:_ Amount:_and forward first night’s deposit to guarantee your reservations. 

Credit Card: American Express:Master Card: Visa: Exp Date: Number: 


PLEASE REMEMBER - Make your check or money order payable to the Tysons Westpark Hotel. Please do not send currency. 
Reservations will be held until 6:00pm unless guaranteed by one night’s deposit or an accepted credit card number and signature. 


In the event that a guaranteed reservation is not 

Check in time: 
3:00pm 

Tysons Westpark Hotel 

cancelled prior to 6:oopm on your arrival date, one 


8401 Westpark Drive 

night’s room and tax will be deducted from your 

Check out time: 

McLean, Virginia 22102 

deposit or billed through your credit card. 

12:00pm 

(703) 734-2800 































VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 








Election of Officers and Directors for the VNA 


The slate of candidates below was submitted from the Nominat¬ 
ing Committee for officers and directors whose term expires in 

September 1995. 

All members are urged to exercise their right to vote. 


Please cut the ballot and mail it to: 
Harry L. Ward, Sec/Treas 
P.O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 

Vote for one candidate for each position. 


1995 Official Ballot 


for 1995 Elections 


of 


The Virginia Numismatic Association 


President 
1 st Vice Pres. 
2nd Vice Pres. 


Officers 
No Nomination 
Joel Cherry □ 

Jim Ruehrmund □ 


Director # 8 
Director # 9 
Director# 10 
Director# 11 


Directors 

Keith Littlefield □ 
No Nomination 
Ray Haymaker □ 
No Nomination 


15 









VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Make checks payable to VNA and mail to: 

Harry L. Ward, Sec/Treas 
P.O. Box 36531 
Richmond, Va. 23235 

Name: __ 

Street:____ 

City: _ State: _ Zip: _ 

Collecting Specialty:__ _ j 

Sponsored by__VNA#: 

Would you like to serve on a VNA committee? 

O 

-1 

VNA MEMBERSHIP DRIVE IN 
PROGRESS 59? 

Do you have a friend who would make a good VNA member? 

For non VNA member attendees at the annual convention. Now 
is a good time to join. 

Dues are just $8.00 per year for Regular Membership 
$2.00 per year for Junior Membership 
$100. for Life Membership 

Send your application and check to the Secretary Treasurer 
or sign up at the Convention in September. 
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ANA'S LEUVER CALLS FOR A NEW $ 1 COIN 

American Numismatic Association Executive Director Robert J. Leuver 

said the United States monetary system needs a new $1 coin ... 

Soeaktnq before the House Subcommittee on Domestic and International 
Monetary Policy, which oversees the nation's coinage, Leuver said, Our 
money system Is broken at every level — from the lowly 1 cent piece to 
the $1 and $100 bills. An integrated approach needs to be taken to solve 

^Aqoodplace to start is to give the Bureau of Engraving and Printing 
(BEP) the capacity It needs to rapidly Introduce: the; next• Seneratton of 
currency. The most efficient way to do this Is to eliminate the $1 bill 

^Lel^ver.^who served nine years with the BEP, Including five as director, 
said that counterfeiting plays a major role In the nations monetary 
problems. "Nearly perfecr counterfeit $100 Federal Re ?erve notes are 
pouring out of the Middle East and Colombia, he said, adding that 
Treasury Department officials are preparing to Issue redesigned U.S. 
paper money In 1996 to combat the rising tide of counterfeiting. 

Addressing the Society of Government Economists In Washington, D C., 
the previous week, Leuver emphasized his belief that "any change in the 
deslqn of U.S. currency should be directly linked to the threat of 
counterfeiting, which, If not an international conspiracy, Is, at least, an 
economic liability U.S. officials cannot ignore". , flrv .. . 

As part of the effort to meet current and future counterfeiting threats, 
Leuver said production of the $1 note should be eliminated to permit the 
BEP to concentrate on the production of new currency. 

"Printing presses now being used to produce $1 notes are needed to 
replace $575 billion worth of the new, higher-denomination notes, 
Leuver testified on Wednesday. "The cost of printing the new bank notes 
will zoom from 2.6 cents apiece to 4.3 cents, making our currency the 
most expensive In the world. This Is a costly Investment In $1 bills that 
only last 17 months In circulation. A decent $1 coin will cost 8 cents but 
will remain In circulation for 30 years." 

Leuver said the manufacturing capabilities of thegovernments money 
factories" — the mint and the BEP — make It difficult for this all too 
necessary" change to occur. He noted that 70% of the mints capacity and 
40% of Its manpower are devoted to making the nations smallest coin 
denomination — the 1 cent piece — . About 47% of the BEP's production 
Is devoted to making $1 bills. . . 

To alleviate these production problems. Leuver stated, the government 
should "privatize" the production of 1 cent pieces, adding that theJJ.S. 
Postal Service pursued a similar tack with postage stamps and 
experienced no security problems." With the mint then able to produce a 
$1 coin, the BEP's production would be freed up to print notes of higher 
denomination. , 

Having outlined a production rationale to permit the discontinuance of 
the $1 bill and the issuance of a $1 coin. Leuver emphasized, It is far 
more Important to consider the effects or counterfeiting It Is a serious 
form of terrorism that Is subverting the value of a nation s money and 
economy. If we do not protect the integrity of our money, there Is nothing 
written that says the world's wealth cannot be held In Japanese yen or 
German marks." _ 4 , 

Leuver will discuss his views In a presentation entitled Americas 
Economic Liability and the Threat of International Counterfeiting" on 
Saturday, August 19 at the Numismatic Theater, at the ANA convention In 
Anaheim, California. 
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VIRGINIA TOKENS 

by David E. Schenkman 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

Lists about 2500 tokens dating from the 1830's to the 1950's from 
over 400 Virginia towns and cities, with hundreds of llustrations. 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $30.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders of three or more books 

Send orders and information requests to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va 22003 


Compliments of the 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB 

Established 1940 


The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first Tuesday of 
each month at 7:30 P.M. at the Signet Bank Building, 7 
North Eighth Street, Richmond, Virginia. 


Visitors are always welcome 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd 
Wednesdays In the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 
Seminary Rd. In Alexandria, Va. In May they held a member bourse, heard 
a speaker, served refreshments and held a 50 lot auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last 
Tuesdays at 105 North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Bonanza Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th 
Tuesdays at the Volunteer Fire Dept, on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on first 
Tuesdays at the Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In May 
they held an auction sale, and In June they held a Bourse & Exlblt Night. 

SALEM COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Mondays at the Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly at 7:30 pm 
on 2nd Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Flshersvllle, In May they held a business meeting and an auction sale. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays 
at the VFW Hall, 4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy's at Military Circle, 
Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at the War Memorial Museum In Newport News. At 
their annual banquet on May 13 they Installed the following new officers: 
Pres. Dr. Robert N. Dali, Vice Pres. Dr. Thomas W. Sale, Sec.Treas. Dr. 
James A. Harmon, Sgt.at Arms Dr. Ronald J. Smith and Governors John.W. 
Gearhart, Mervyn W."Reynolds, John W. Behnken and James E. Ross. When. It 
comes to medical expertise the VPCC Is a class by Itself. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY (VNA Member). Meets monthly on 3rd 
Tuesdays at the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. In June tney held their annual Pot Luck Supper 
with each member bringing In a dish of something for the feast. The 
society does not meet In the months of July and August. 



Member ANA & VNA 


P.O. Box 2795 
Staunton, VA 24402-] 


(703) 885-3339 
(703) 885-4232 


Lunsford 
















THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 










SHOW CALENDAR 


Jul.15-!6 Roanoke, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 

Roanoke Civic Ctr., 710 Williamson Rd.NE 


Jul.28-30 Baltimore, MD 

Convention Center 

Aug. 4-6 Knoxville, TN 

Quality Inn West 

Aug. 5-6 Vienna, VA 

Community Center 

Aug. 16-20 Anaheim, CA 

Convention Center 

Aug. 25-27 Dalton, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 

Sep. 23-24 McLEAN, Va. 

Westpark Hotel 

Sep.29-0ct. 1 Greensboro, NC 
Village Green 

Oct. 13-15 Pennsauken, NJ 

So. Jersey Expo. Ctr. 


MARYLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

EAST TENNESSEE PAPER 
MONEY CONVENTION 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA 
COIN CLUB SHOW 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY member of American 

NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 








CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 


Aluyi// * Ad/ 

ANA 
VNA 
NGC 

Larry Engle, President 



/fyyicuAa/ 


119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. a Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 











A NEW BOOK FROM KRAUSE 


TWISTED TAILS 

SIFTED FACT, FANTASY AND FICTION FROM U.S. COIN HISTORY 

By Robert R. Van Ryzln „ 

Krause Publications, Book Department 
700 E. State St., lola. Wl 54990-0001 
Soft Cover, 240 pages, Price $9.95 plus $ 1.50 shipping, U.S. 

VISA & Mastercard customers can call toll free: (800) 258-0929 

Here’s a new book In which longtime numismatic tales are studied and 
challenged. Does Selma Burke - not John Slnnock - deserve credit for 
the Roosevelt dime design? Was public outcry against nudity on the 
Standing Liberty guarter the real reason for the design change, or was 
It lust a simple mlxup? Who really was the third Indian who posed for 
the Indian Head nickel? For that matter, was Black Diamond really the 
model for the bison on the reverse? 

These and dozens of other longtime numismatic legends are 
challenged and thoroughly studied by Robert Van Ryzen In his new book, 

Twisted Tales, Issued by Krause 
Publications. The award winning 
author Is editor of Coinszud Coir. 
Prices magazines, and also wrote 
Striking impressions: A Visua, 
Guide to United States Coins. 

Van Ryzen says his study of U.S. 
coinage folklore and traditions Is 
Is meant to re-examine these 
traditions, but is not an attempt to 
rewrite numismatic history. 

The author explores Selma Burk's 
claim that Sinnock plagiarized her 
design from a life study she did of 
Franklin Roosevelt in'the early 
1940s. Sinnock, the former U.S. 
Mint engraver, has always been 
credited with the design. Van 
Ryzen’s study of this question is 
based In part on an Interview he 
conducted with Burke In 1993. 

Hermon MacNell’s Standing 
Liberty quarter design Included an 
exposed right breast on Liberty 
when released In 1916. It’s long 
been believed that the public’s 
desire for more modesty was the 
reason for a design change the following year, but records seem to 
Indicate that the story Is largely a myth. 

In the 1960s, Chief John Big Tree, once a silent movie star, had the 
numismatic world believing he was one of three models for the Indian 
Head nickel, a claim still repeated today. "Overlooked are scattered 
references to a different "Big Tree", Van Ryzln writes, "this one, a 
Kiowa, Adoette, whom evidence suggests is a more likely candidate. 

Twisted Tales can be purchased from many coin and hobby book 
dealers, or you can order It direct from Krause Publications 
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BEST WISHES TO VNA 

From 

JIM and ELSIE RUBMRMUND 

Richmond, Virginia 


WANTED : VIRGINIA 

TOKENS & MEDALS 

also MILK BOTTLE CAPS OF ALL STATES 

PAGE MANN 

RO. Box 1684, Williamsburg, Va 23187-1684 
Telephone (804) 220-2077 

AVA NSCA TAMS(LM) VNA(LM) DWMC ATCO ATCA 


Fredericksburg Virginia 
Wanted: 

Obsolete scrip, tokens, postcards, old stoneware 
crocks/jugs, bill heads, bonds, documents, etc. 

KEITH LITTLEFIELD 

3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, Virginia 22003 
(703) 354-9544 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN A STAMP 

Coins - Supplies - Baseball Cards 
Medals & Decorations - Stamps - Etc. 

323B Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, Va. 
Telephone (804) 229-5544 

OPEN MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS & FRIDAYS 






From 


Milpetas, California 


Compliments of 


Troutville, Virginia 




NUMISMATIST-PHILATELIST 

35 Years Experience 

ROBERT M. NEW 
P.O. Box 1124 

Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 27870 
(919) 308-0554 

American Numis. Assoc-43656 Virginia Numis Assoc-LM16 
North Carolina Numis Assoc-LM36 South Carolina Numis Assoc-LM84 
American Philatelic Association-139166 


A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcome 
to all who attend VNA's 
Thirty-Seventh Annual Convention 
from 

Ginnie Aldridge 

Past President, 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


BRASS GLASS COUNTRY KITCHEN LINENS 

Something for Everyone 

DELRA YS Antiques. Collectibles & Crafts 

Shop at Lee's Emporium - Moneta 
At home by Appointment 
2 mi. past State Park, off Rt. 626 on 1301 

Dell & Ray Haymaker 

115 Gross Point Drive Phone: (703) 297-5898 

Huddleston, Va. 24104 VA Tax Id 001-14070117 


Compliments of 

MARJORIE & JIM BEARD 

Numismatists 

U S. & CANADIAN COINS - CARNIVAL GLASS 
317 Miller Street - Lexington, Virginia 24450 











THE MONEY $TORE 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money & postcards or other tenn. Items of 

Interest. Paul E. Garland. 19)9 Rosemont Circ.. Louisville. TN 377 77 . 

TRADE Ben Franklin notes for complete or Incomplete sets of Barber 

dimes, quarters & halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Welkle, P.O. Drawer 
6127 Newport News. VA 23 6096 : (804) 596~3183 —— -- 

WANTED: Confederate States of America currency & bonds, obsolete & 

discontinued Southern States currency, banknotes, private scrip & bonds, 
United Confederate Veterans Reunion medals & ribbons. 

Brad Sawyer, PO Box 15543 Chesapeake.VA 23329-5 543,(904) 492-1725 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECT ION; Germ an & French coins from 

1944; they must be unc. Will also consider unc. 1944 coins of other 
countries. Please describe & price. 

: Hawkins. PO Box 5173. Henderson. NC 275.36 


FOR SALE: 5 US. coins qraded & In 2X2s, $2.00 ppd. None after '69. Send 

S.A.S.E. for list 

Larry W. Rowland. L.C.C.. PO Box 4392. Danvill e. VA 2454Q-Q1Q?—— n 

BUYING & SELLING all types of paper money, especially Nationals. Will 

travel to you to buy If size warrants; write or ship or call 
- " Salisbury. NC 28145. phone (704) 633 : 51.77 


Jim 


WANTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumla dated 1847 or 1947. ANYTHING. 

For my personal collection. Write with description & price. 

Terry Hess. PO Box 831 . Clemmons. NC 27Q1 2 


ie. rry . He s 

WANTED: 


• Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Glnnle Aldridge. 515 Plnehurst Avenue. Colonial Heigh ts. VA 23934 

WOODEN NICKELS from the '94 VNA convention are still available. Price 

50 cents each plus SASE. Order from: 

VNA. 515 Plnehurst Avenue. Colonial Heights. VA238 54- , ■... 

FOR SALE: Large collection of Va. tokens & medals; for a copy of the list 

send two 32 cent stamps. 

~ 0 Box 1684 VVHnamsbur^ VA 23187-1684: (804) 220-2077 


Vfi 

W 


4AM MILITARY PAYMENT CERTIFICATES Competatlve prlces.Send 

our want list. Merv Reynolds. PO Box 4324. Fort Eustls. VA 2360 4-0324 


ANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 

overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlle Slabaugh. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19064-3707 


FOR SALE: DNC1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set In 

custom plastic case. Catalog $295. Make offer. 

Ray Haymaker. 1151 Gross Pt. Dr..Huddleston. VA 24104. (703) 2 97-589S 

VNA MEMBERS: Send in your free ad of up to 30 words (not Including name 

& address) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 
23220-6327 Ads will be run In 4 Issues, & may be renewed. Ads must be 
typed or printed. Only one ad per person per Issue can be acepted. 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF 
THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


For Official Mall & Membership Info 
write to: 


For Va. Numismatist Info 
write to: 


Harry L. Ward, Jr., Secretary-Treasurer 
P.0. Box 36531 
Richmond, VA 23235 


Jim Ruehrmund, Editor 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
(804)358-0525 


For Book/Publlcation Info 
write to: 


For Convention/ Show Info 
write to: 


Keith E. Littlefield, Librarian 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


Keith E. Littlefield, Show Chmn. 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


OFFICERS 

President.Stephen R. Bennett III....Prlnce George,Va. 

1st Vice President.Joel Cherry..Falls Church, Va. 

2nd Vice President.James C. Ruehrmund.Richmond' Va 

Secretary-Treasurer Harry L. Ward, Jr.Midlothian, Va. 

DIRECTORS 


James M. Beard. 

Gregory E. Tucker. 

Glnnle S. Aldridge. 

Robert M. New. 

Duane McSmtth. 

Henry E. Hawkins. 

Gene Lunsford.. 

Keith E. Littlefield.... 

Mervyn H. Reynolds. 

Raymond G. Haymaker. 
Brandon Blake. 


.Lexington. Va. 

.Richmond, Va. 

Colonial Heights, Va. 
.Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 

.Williamsburg, Va. 

.Harrisonburg, Va. 

.Staunton, Va. 

.Annandale, Va. 

.Newport News, Va. 

.Huddleston, Va. 

.Petersburg, Va. 
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Full Service Worldwide 

ACTIVE BUYERS of quality certificates and related 
financial history material including autographs, rare 
and reference books, photographs, prints, etc. 

APPRAISALS - CUSTOM REPORTS 
RESEARCH AND SPECIALIZED SERVICES 

Contact Diana Herzog 

Friends of Financial History 

GET ALL THREE VALUABLE SECTIONS 
The most complete magazine in English •Comprehensive Annual Price List 
• Mail Auction items in every issue 

Published in New York, with emphasis on American certificates & financial history 

Annual subscription at $25 in U.S. and Canada. Single copy $5. Europe, U.K., Airmail $30. 


NASCA OUR AUCTION DIVISION 

CERTIFICATES including The Penn Central Collection 

BANKNOTES, COINS, EPHEMERA 
BOOKS, AUTOGRAPHS 



Catalogues by Subscription Only $45 in US ’ CANADA FIRST CLASS MA1L 

$55 in EUROPE, ELSEWHERE AIRMAIL 

CONSIGNMENTS ALWAYS WELCOME 

Call Stephen Goldsmith (212) 908-4006 


KtfM.jSmythe &Oo..’Iim\ 

Established 18X0 

26 Broadway, New York, NY 10004-1701; Tel. 1-800-622-1880 








ADVERTISING RATES 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

NUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 31, NO. 5 
September, 1995 


Size 1-Tlme 1-Year 

'A Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, P.O. 
Box 36531, Richmond, VA 
23235 

IN THIS ISSUE 

30th Anniversary 
Of VNA’s Magazine..2 


Odds & Ends.3 

Pa’s Prize.5 

Code-Breakers & 

Counterfeiters.6 

Club News.7- 

Show Calendar.9 

The Money $tore..12. 


1 













OUR MAGAZINE’S 30th ANNIVERSARY 

The first issue of The Virginia Numismatist, consisting of eight pages, 
was published in October, 1965, and this issue marks the thirtieth 
anniversary. It would have been nice to reproduce portions of the first 
issue in this one, but that proved infeasible because issue No.1 was printed 
in a dark orange color that defies reproduction. The following issue, 
December ‘65, and all subsequent ones, were printed in conventional black. 

The magazine was the brain-child of the late Charlie Affleck, who 
recruited the late Hiram Bowers to do the writing and editing and Frank 
Hannah to do the art work, layout and printing. All issues, from the first 
right down to this have been printed by Frank’s firm, Multi Print, in 
Hampton, Va. VNA’s officers at that time were Pres. Duane McSmith, 1st 
Vice Pres. Jimmy Johnson and 2nd Vice Pres. Frank Hannah, all of whom 
are still with us. Of the six 1965 directors, only two, Mrs. Joann Klotz of 
Norfolk and Mr. Charles Carlson of Cape Charles are still VNA members. 

The first front cover, with its illustration of a rare King & Queen 
County $10 note, is repeated in this issue through the courtesy of Mr. Guy 
R. Swanson of the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond The note shown 
is one of an uncut pair presented to the museum by Mrs. Louise Tickle. 

In 1965 the big news was VNA’s 7th annual convention and coin show, 
held at the Chamberlin Hotel in Hampton that September. There was plenty 
of activity at that one: a boat tour of Hampton Roads, and a bus tour of 
Hampton were laid on for those who could tear themselves away from the 
forty dealer bourse. There was also a well attended auction sale plus two 
educational programs, one by Ernest Seneca on large cents and one on 
fractional currency by Jim Killingsworth. The 77 who attended the banquet 
heard talks by Gilroy Roberts, former chief engraver of the U.S. Mint and 
the Hon. Thomas Downing, the area’s congressman. Everyone had a great 
time, and it was an altogether memorable event. 

Local clubs were holding shows, too. The Shenandoah Numismatic 
Society in Winchester held a three day one in October dedicated to Charlie 
Affleck, and reported an attendance of 1,200. In mid-August the Tidewater 
Coin Club of Norfolk held its Fourth Annual Coin-a-rama, with an attendance • 
of over 1,400. During the show they held a ceremony for the release for 
sale of the club’s new silver and bronze medals commemorating the opening 
of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. By October the silver medals were 
sold out, but bronze ones were still available at $1.50. 

Much has changed in the thirty years since our magazine first appeared. 
Although we may know a lot more today about the technical aspects of the 
hobby, such as grading, than they knew in ‘65, we seem to have lost a 
great deal of the enthusiasm and exuberance which characterized the 
collectors of that era, and made collecting fun. We must somehow recapture 
them if our hobby is to prosper. 
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ODDS & ENDS 


After reading the article on the Sanitary Commission’s Bank of 
Richmond $10 note in the May issue, Jimmy Johnson called to say that the 
specimen in his collection has serial number 3519, which is very close to 
the numbers (3535 and 3550) of the two notes mentioned in the article. 
Jimmy suggested that the ones with serial numbers may have been 
originally distributed in Richmond, since a number of them are held in 
collections there, while the un-numbered ones were distributed elsewhere. 
It’s an ingeneous thought; does anyone have more information? 

IT’S NOT A NOTE 

A few months back, a curious item appeared on a paper money price list 
that came in the mail. The piece measures about 1 3/4 inches wide by 2 
inches high, and is printed in green. It has a crowned shield in the center 
with a curved inscription, “HELIGOLAND” above. Below is a ribbon on 
which is “2 FARTHINGS 3 PFENNIG”. Although it could easily be mistaken 
for notgeld, this item isn’t currency at all; it’s a cut square from a 
newspaper mailing wrapper issued in 1878 while the island was still British 
territory. Other denominations were the 5 pf. brown and 10 pf. blue. 

NATIONAL DOG BITE PREVENTION WEEK 

Yes, there really is, or was, such a week. It was observed June 12- 
17, and the postal folks distributed tons of flyers to publicize it. They 
pointedly left no less than five at the editor’s house, which Sophie the 
Schnauzer took as a personal affront, since she’s never bitten a mailman, 
or anyone else, in her entire life. 

DOUBLE YOUR FUN 

Those ‘95 double die cents are causing quite a furor, and people are 
once again checking their pocket change. The most prolific find spot in 
Virginia seems to be Charlottesville, while only a few have turned up in 
Richmond. Reports from other areas would be appreciated. 

A REPORT FROM PAUL GARLAND 

Old friend Paul Garland writes from Louisville, TN, that he’s feeling 
better, but health problems are keeping him close to home, and he misses 
travelling all over the country like he used to do. We’ve missed Paul at the 
past several VNA conventions, and all of us wish him continued 
improvement until he’s his old frisky self again. 
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MORE ODDS & ENDS 


We were sorry to learn that VNA member Tom Libbus of Gloucester 
Point, Va., suffered a stroke on July 12th. Mrs. Libbus reports that Tom is 
in good spirits and is improving steadily. We all wish him a rapid and 
complete recovery. 


SALEM COIN CLUB’S FALL SHOW 

The Salem Coin Club will hold its annual fall show on Saturday and 
Sunday, October 7 - 8, at the American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson Drive, 
Salem, Va. Hours are 10:00 am to 5:00 pm both days; admission is free. 
For information on table rates and availability, contact show chairman 
Emmett Yonce, 2040 Roanoke Rd., Dalesville, VA 24083. 

PUNCH TAGS 

Those who read The Money Store have probably noticed that past 
pres Ginnie Aldridge of Colonial Heights, Va., has been advertising to buy 
punch tags. In case you’re wondering just what punch tags are, they’re 
souvenir tokens, usually of aluminum, and about 35 mm in diameter. Most 
have five triangular cutouts arranged in a circle so as to form a star at the 
center. They used to be sold by machines at amusement arcades, fairs, bus 
stations, etc. The dispensing machines were equipped with letter punches 
arranged on a wheel which enabled the purchaser to stamp, one letter at a 
time, a name or some other inscription on the piece. Now that you know 
what they are, if you’ve got any that you’re willing to part with, please 
contact Ginnie Aldridge, 515 Pinehurst Ave., Colonial Heights, VA 23834. 

GENUINE OR FAKE? 

Professional authentication of rare (i.e., expensive) coins, even such 
stock ones as 1909-S VDB cents, is a routinely accepted aspect of 
numismatics today, but things haven’t always been this way. It was the 
runup of coin prices in the 1960s, and the advent of new technology at 
about the same time that made counterfeiting profitable. Fakes plagued our 
philatelist friends, and they were using authentication services long before 
we needed them. Paper money, about the only bright spot left, may not 
remain so much longer. Up until recently, counertfeiting it was not worth 
the effort, and engraved banknotes were deliberately designed to thwart 
counterfeiters. Civil War private scrip is another matter. Now that some of 
those grubby little typeset notes are bringing up to $500 each, it won’t be 
long before the fakers start printing artful copies of existing notes and 
creating new types as well. Scrip collectors, be on your guard! 
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PA’S PRIZE 


BY Jim Ruehrmund 


The object illustrated below hangs on a wall in my home. A real 
curiosity in its own right, it is doubly treasured by me as a memento of 
people, whom I loved, all dead for decades. 

Joseph J. (“Pa”) Beuter (1869-1938) and his wife, Mollie Kramer 
(“Ma”) Beuter (1871-1950) were my surrogate grandparents, and two 
sweeter people never lived. The Beuters were from Wheeling, West Va„ 
and Pa was in the printing business. They moved to Richmond around 1922, 
after their only child, Pauline, married my uncle Jim Sheppard. 

Pa was a jolly old soul whose chief delight was playing bridge, which 
he did, it seems, with more enthusiasm than skill. On the 4th of July.l 915, 

Pa entered a neighborhood 
bridge tournament, and came 
away with a prize...the booby 
prize, a little framed umbrella, 
made of a dollar bill with a 
match stick for a handle. Pa 
must have been proud of it, for 
it was hung in a prominent place 
in the living room of six 
different residences for as long 
as the Beuters and Aunt Pauline 
lived. I had admired Pa’s prize 
ever since I was a very small 
boy, and admired it still more 
when I started colecting coins 
and paper money in 1949. Aunt 
Pauline told me that she would 
never part with it, but would 
leave it to me in her will., and 
it came to me when she died in 
1975. 

Pa’s prize, the nearest thing I’ve ever seen to a paper money love 
token, measures 7 1/2 inches high by 3 1/2 inches wide. The frame is 
pressed from sheet iron and painted brown. The umbrella is made from a 
Series 1899 $1 silver certificate, and the inscriptions, “FOR A RAINY 
DAY” and I.C. Co. / Pat. June 29, 1915 are hand lettered. Stuck on the 
back is a label of the Isenberg Cigar Company of Wheeling, West Va. Many 
years ago Aunt Pauline told me that the original cost of this item was 99 
cents, which means, I suspect, that the umberella is made of half of a $1 
bill, but I’ve never dismantled it to find out, and don’t intend to. Reports of 
other such paper money novelties would be appreciated. 
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CODE-BREAKERS & COUNTERFEITERS 

The August 1995 issue of Civil War Times Illustrated contains a 
very interesting article by Michael Antonucci entitled Code-Crackers, an 
account of Union and Confederate work in breaking their opponent’s codes 
and ciphers. There is a anecdote in this article which students of 
Confederate currency will find of considerable interest. 

It seems that in December, 1863, several letters written in code by 
a Confederate agent in New York, were intercepted by Federal authorities. 
They were sent to Washington for examination by a team of cipher 
operators, who managed to break the code and read them. All were 
addressed to Confederate Secretary of State Judah P. Benjamin, and in one 
of them Benjamin was asked to inform Secretary of the Treasury 
Christopher Memminger that Hilton (a New York engraver) would have 
machinery and dies ready for shipment by January 1, 1864, and that the 
engraving of the plates was superb. 

On the basis of this information, Federal authorities raided Hilton’s 
shop on Dec. 31, 1863, and seized machinery, engraved plates and several 
million dollars in Confederate currency. The plates were later used by 
Union spies to print counterfeit Confederate currency which was said to be 
superior to the genuine article. 

The author infers from this that the Confederate Government, lacking 
the technology to make engraved plates, had ordered plates and machinery 
from New York. The decoded letter notwithstanding, this seems most 
unlikely. In the first place, by early 1863, Confederate printers had 
succeeded in producing both engraved plates and the machinery for 
duplicating them. In the second place, the Confederates would never have 
permitted any of their currency to be printed in enemy territory. In short, 
Hilton wasn’t aiding the Confederate Government; he was a counterfeiter 
pure and simple. 

The notes that Hilton was printing must have been Criswell’s CT-49 
and CT-56, counterfeits of the $100 denominations of the 2 December 
1862 and 6 April 1863 issues. Both fakes were printed from engraved 
plates; both are about 1/8 inch shorter than genuine notes, which gives 
Randolph’s portrait a pinched appearance, and both lack the circular lines on 
the top of the seated soldier’s cap, which are present on genuine notes. CT- 
49 is found in both “1st Series” and “2nd Series”, while CT-56 comes 
only in “1st Series”; but there are no genuine “1st Series” notes of either 
the 1862 or 1863 issues. Hilton’s notes, although a workmanlike effort, 
are not superior to the genuine ones except in one respect, which gives him 
the last laugh: they fetch higer prices today than genuine notes do. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria.In July they held a member bourse, heard a speaker,served 
refreshments, held an auction and drew for door prizes. Wow! 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets montjly on 3rd Tuesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly ot 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In August the auction sale 
met with enthusiastic participation; visitors included VNA past pres. Duane 
McSmith from Williamsburg. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. The club will hold 
its Fall coin Show Oct. 7-8 at the American Legion Bldg., 710 Apperson 
Drive in Salem. See the announcement on Page 4 for more details. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. In July they held a business meeting followed by an auction 
sale 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy’s at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va.ln July they played 
“What’s My Coin?” and “Where Are You”, and members brought in unusual 
circulation finds to share. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, except for July and 
August, on 3rd Tuesdays at the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



Am^A/ * Ad/ 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle, President 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 












SHOW CALENDAR 


SEP. 23-24 MCLEAN, VA 

Westpark Hotel 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


SEP.29-OCT.1 GREENSBORO, N.C. NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 


ASSOCIATION 


Village Green 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 


OCT. 13-15 PENSAUKEN, N.J. 


So. Jersey Expo Ctr. ASSOCIATION 


SALEM COIN CLUB 


OCT. 7-8 SALEM, VA 


American Legion Bldg, 710 Apperson Dr. 


RICHMOND COIN & PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 


OCT.14-15 RICHMOND, VA. 

Henrico Mini Mall, Rt.360 


CAPE FEAR COIN CLUB 


NOV. 18-19 FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. 

Holiday Inn Bordeaux 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 


DEC. 7-10 BALTIMORE, MD. 

Convention Center 



(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 


■ PAPER MONEY 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 



GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 








THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861 -6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE <804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 













VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

This 238 page cloth bound book lists over 2500 trade and 
transportation tokens dating from the 1830s to the 1950s 
from over 400 Virginia towns and cities Each entry has a 
catalog number and a valuation guide. 

Price of VIRGINIA TOKENS is $35.00 per copy, which 
includes shipping. A discount of 40% is given on orders for 
three or more books. 

Address orders and requests for information to 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Att’n. Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 



Lunsford 


Member ANA St VNA 


Lunsford 


P.O. Box 2795 
Staunton, VA 24402- 


(703) 885-3339 
(703) 885-4232 






















THE MONEY $TORE 

Wan I ED: Tennessee paper money & postcards or other Tenn items of 

my w i9iq R ™° n t arc - 1 ouSp 

J™ApE Ben Frank I in notes for complete or Incomplete sets of Barber 

*t™ 7 S ^ quarte .Tii & halves - travel t0 trade. Robert Weikle, PO Drawer 
^ 27 Newport News , VA 23G096 . (8 04) 596-31 83 

WANTED. Confederate States of America currency & bonds, obsolete & 

MnitAorAnff^r^ he w n t StateS n Currency ' banknotes/private scrip & bonds! 
United Confederate Veterans Reunion medals & ribbons 

cSrSE detcrne COnSl * r U " C 1944 colns of other 

^ert^Hawkins , PO Box 5jg . Henderson. NC 2753A 

S.A.S.E. for list 
Larry W. Rowland. L.c.c 


coins graded & in 2X2s/ $2.oo ppd. None after ’69. Send 


.BQ BOX 4392. Danville. VA 24540-0107 


NG all types of paper money, especially Nationals 
buy If size warrants; write or ship or call 
J225, Salisbury. NC 28145. ohone (704) gt.t-si 77 


Will 


BUYING & SELLING all 

travel to you to 

Jim Soarks, Box .... 

^ A NTED: Any tokens, medals or exonumia dated 1847 or 1947. ANYTHING. 

For my personal collection. Write with description & price 
r^T.Y^ s .^ P0 Box 831 Clemmonr; NC 27017 

^anieD: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

w nnnm iji7k^?L 5 . 15 P) ?! hg ^j Ayenue. Colonial Hei ghts. VA 73834 

VNA c„„;en"on are Seif, available. Price 

BHA: . 515 Plnehurst A venue , Colonial Heights, va 73834 _ 

send two 32 3nt C s°tam1r °' Va t0kenS & meda,Si for 3 copy of the llst 

BaaeMann. POBox 16 84/Williamsburg VA 73lfl 7-ififtzi- (804) 770-7077 

VIE 1 NAM M U I ARY PAYMENT"cbRTIFICATES Competatlve p r ices Send 

Y pur. want list, Mery Reyno lds . PO Bo x 4324 . Fort Eustis. va 23604 - 03?4 

Wan 1 ED. German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 

^Printed with messages or advertisements, especially from USA P 
m ; ^l a r au PiM. ^.2roFer Lane , _ Sprind field. pa 19064-3707 
rnckUNGlDJO keland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set in 
custom plastic case. Catalog $295. Make offer. 

P f' P r - .Hudd leston. VA 24104, (703) 297-5898 
beri r n ^ our / re ^ 3d of up to 30 words (not including name 
& adfess) to Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd„ Richmond, VA 
T, 720 6327 Ads wiUbe run in 4 issues, & may be renewed. Ads must be 
typed or printed . Only one ad per person per issue can be acepted. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 





MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 

Member of ^ 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


- - We Welcome Consignments! - 1 ■ 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 


































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 * 42.50 

>/ 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 

VIRGINIA 

NUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 31, NO. 6 
November, 1995 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
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cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


With this issue I complete my eighth year as editor of The 
Virginia Numismatist. It’s been a educational experience in that has 
led me down paths I never would have taken otherwise. First of all, it 
has dragged me into the computer age. Starting in ‘87 with an old 
electric typewriter, I moved to a word processor in ‘88, and last 
winter inheirited VNA’s computer. This presented a real challenge to 
one as totally ignorant of computers as I, but somehow or other I 
managed to get it to do my bidding, and used it to do the March, May and 
July issues of this year. During the summer I acquired a computer of 
my own, one with a lazer printer, which was used for the Sept, issue 
and this one. The print is much more readable, and now if I could 
upgrade the magazine’s content as well, I’d be in high clover. 

Next, there’s photography. I’ve acquired a fancy Minolta camera 
and some close up lenses, and can now take reasonably good pictures of 
coins, banknotes, etc. I’ve much to learn , but at least I’m now self- 
sufficient, and don’t have to rely on others for photos. 

Now, about content. I’ll say again what my predecessors, Hiram 
Bowers and Don Roberts, used to say loudly and often: IT’S THE 
EDITOR’S JOB TO PUT THE MAGAZINE TOGETHER, NOT TO WRITE 
EVERYTHING IN IT!!! I need articles to publish, but few are coming in. 
VNA has at least one member who can write, and I thank Page Mann for 
his fine article on Va. Arcade Tokens, but I could have used two or 
three more articles. It’s a crying shame that the vast store of 
numismatic knowledge possessed by VNA members isn’t disseminated 
and shared through publication. 

The actual writing is no big deal. You don’t need to worry about 
grammatical construction, spelling or format, that’s what editors are 
for. Longhand, provided it’s reasonably legible, is acceptable. 

The announcement of the Walt Mason Award each year brings to 
mind memories of Walt himself. His death in September, 1987, put 
an end to the steady stream of entertaining articles and letters to the 
editor he contributed over a period of fourteen years. I keep hoping 
for a successor to appear, but ,so far, that hasn’t happened.. 

In addition to articles, interesting news items are always welcome. 
Lots of significant stuff never appears in the Richmond paper, and I 
thank Ginnie Aldridge of Colonial Heights for the item about the 
Petersburg robbery, and Weems McFadden of Annapolis, Md., for the 
clippings on the great medal scam. 

Please let me hear from you during the coming year; in the 
meantime, warmest wishes for a merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Jim Ruehrmund 
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A REPORT ON VNA’s 37th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

This year we were back on familiar ground, the Westpark at 
Tysons Corner. We had a great bourse; all tables were taken, and the 
dealers outdid themselves with a mouth-watering array of goodies to 
tempt the entire spectrum of collectors. In addition to our tried and 
true Virginia dealers like Don Apte, Dick Coltrane, Corbett Davis, Len 
Harsel, Ron Mirr, the Moores, the Schmidts, and others too numerous 
to mention, we had a stellar lineup of out of state dealers including Dr. 
Doug Ball from NY, Col. Grover Criswell from Fla., Philip Lamb from 
La. and Claud & Judith Murphy and Jim Sazama from NC. .Attendance , 
about five hundred,was the best we’ve had in several years. The 
registration desk was ably staffed by Jim & Marge Beard and Ray & 
Del Haymaker. What would we do without them? 

Burnett Anderson, was back again distributing free samples of 
Krause publications. VNA sincerely thanks both him and Krause 
Publications for the literature, but, even without the freebies, no 
numismatic event is complete without Burnett’s presence. 

Saturday evening some fifteen rag pickers gathered for their 
annual gab fest. Talk, lubricated by a generous supply of liquid 
refreshments, centered on security arrangements, or lack thereof, in 
institutions such as archives and historical societies, having 
substantial numismatic holdings. It seems that leakage, often from 
inside, is a long standing problem, with little done to correct it. 

At the awards breakfast Sunday morning, Jim Beard presented the 
Past President’s Plaque to Steve Bennett, and then presented the 
following exhibit awards; 

CHARLES AFFLECK AWARD 

Ray Haymaker. Five Black Registers 

BEST OF SHOW 

Del Haymaker. Love Tokens 

Len Harsel announced the presentation of the 1995 Walt Mason 
Award to Mrs. Autence A. Bason of Greensboro, NC. Mrs. Bason was 
unable to be with us, and the award was accepted for her by Judith 
Murphy. 

The following new officers and directors were installed by Burnett 
Anderson: First Vice President Joel Cherry, Second Vice President 
Jim Ruehrmund and Directors Len Harsel, Ray Haymaker and Keith 
Littlefield. 

All in all it was a great convention; hope you’re planning now to be 
there in 1996. 
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GROVER CRISWELL 


CLAUD & JUDITH MURPHY 


THE FRONT DESK TEAM 
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AN ACTIVE BOURSE 



DOUG & RICHARD DICKERING 


RAG PICKERS PICKIN’ RAGS 
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SOPHIE ENJOYS THE SHOW 


THE BREAKFAST BUFFET 




HAYMAKER GETS AFFLECK AWARD JUDITH MURPHY HOLDS 

BASON’S MASON AWARD 
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NEW OFFICERS ARE SWORN IN 
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THE WALT MASON AWARD FOR 1995 
PRESENTED TO AUTENCE A. BASON 

At the awards breakfast held on September 24 at the VNA 
convention the announcement was made that Mrs. Autence A. Bason of 
Greensboro, North Carolina, was the recipient of the 1995 Walt L. 
Mason Award for numismatic achievement. 

The award is based on Mrs. Bason’s 
continuing and enthusiastic involvement in 1 
numismatics spanning a period of almost > 
50 years. She is active in state, regional 
and national numismatic affairs, and has 
exhibited extensively, receiving numerous 
awards, including several Best in Show. 
Her collecting interests, are as varied as 
her numismatic activities, although she is 
best known for her collecting and research 
in the field of communion tokens, and for 
her book, Communion Tokens of the United 
States. Her other interests span a wide 
range from Siamese gaming tokens to U.S. 
Lincoln cents and love tokens. 

On the local level, Mrs Bason has been an extremely active * 
member of the Greensboro, N.C. Coin Club, holding every office, 
including Secretary-Treasurer for over fifteen years. She is also a 
charter member and past president of the North Carolina Numismatic 
Association, a founding member of the Middle Atlantic Numismatic 
Association, and a very active member of several other local clubs. 
She is a member of the American Numismatic Association, and is a 
certified ANA exhibit judge. 

The Walt Mason Award adds to the already impressive list of 
honors that have come to Mrs. Bason. She is a Numismatic 
Ambassador, a recipient of the NCNA Outstanding Numismatist of the 
Year Award, and MANA’s Alex Kaptic Award; at the 1995 ANA 
convention she received the Glen Smedley Award. 

The Virginia Numismatic Association extends hearty 
congratulations to Autence on this well deserved honor. 

Nominations for the 1996 award will be accepted from January 1 
through July 1. Nominations can be made by anyone, but the nominee 
must be numismatically active in the mid-Atlantic area of Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia 
and the Carolinas. For additional information write to Len Harsel, P.O. 

Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 



Autence Bason 
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A LOUISIANA MYSTERY 


by Jim Ruehrmund 

The Louisiana $100 note of March 10, 1863 (Criswell No. 11) 
presents us with a full-fledged mystery. Starting at least as early as 
William West Bradbeer’s Confederate and Southern State Currency, 
published in 1915, catalogs have described this note as portraying 
Gov. Thomas O. Moore and the state capitol building. While there is no 
question about the portrait of Gov. Moore, which is a very credible 
likeness, the identity of the building is quite another matter. It is a 
very great pity that Bradbeer relied on snap judgement instead of 
research for this entry in his catalog. There were, no doubt, persons 
still living then who could have identified the building, but all are now 
long dead, and the knowledge died with them. 

The Italianate building shown is certainly not the old Louisians 
State Capitol at Baton Rouge, which is a neo-Gothic structure, 
complete with turrets, crenellations and lancet windows. After leaving 
Baton Rouge in the spring of 1862, the state government resided for a 
time in Opelousas in the parish of St. Landry, where the Lecompte 
Hotel served as the Legislature’s meeting place. Late in 1862 they 
moved to Shreveport, and used the Caddo parish court house as their 
capitol building. Neither of these buildings is the one on the note. 

Hoping that a Louisiana source might provide an answer, Mr. Guy 
Swanson of the Museum of the Confederacy sent an inquiry to the 
Historic New Orleans Collection. They replied that a thorough search 
of their archives had revealed no building resembling the one on the 
note, and they were rather certain that the building was not in 
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Louisiana. Their architectural historians noted that it appears similar 
to ones used for hospitals and asylums in the 19th century. 

The note was printed by Blanton Duncan in Columbia, S.C., which 
led Mr. Swanson to shift his search to that state by sending an inquiry 
to the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Their staff 
historian, Dr. Tracy Power, replied that he was confident, although 
not absolutely certain, that the building on the note was never built in 
South Carolina. 

Another possible source of information turned up in an article in 
the March 13,’95 issue of Coin World ,about an exhibit of early 
Louisiana currency at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. In a 
telephone conversation, the exhibit’s curator, Dr. Jules d’Hemecourt, 
said that, although the Cr.11 note is included in the LSU collection, 
they have no definite information on the building. He added, however, 
that a report circulating among collectors in Louisiana has it that the 
building on the note was a proposed, but never built, western capitol 
for the Confederate Government. This report is perhaps based on 
somebody’s guess, at any rate, it cannot be documented. 

Since the engraver produced a good likeness of Gov. Moore, he must 
have had a photograph to work from. That being the case, he probably 
did not make up the building design out of his head, but had a picture of 
some building or other to copy. The building copied could have been 
located anywhere in the country, and a possible source of the picture 
could have been a fancy advertising envelope. In those days hospitals, 
asylums, schools and colleges, proud of their new buildings, 
frequently had them pictured on the envelopes for their official 
correspondence. Perhaps the solution of the Louisiana mystery will be 
discovered by the postal history specialists among our philatelist 
friends. Perhaps someone somewhere, who may be totally oblivious to 
Louisiana currency, owns a cover with a vignette of the building on 
the note. If we can somehow bring this matter to the attention of the 
philatelic community, an answer might be forthcoming. It’s a long 
shot, but it’s worth a try. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY CLUB’S FALL SHOW 

The Shenandoah Valley Coin Club will hold its Fall Coin Show Dec. 
2-3, 1995, at the Augusta Expoland, 1-64, Exit 91 (Fishersville). 
For information on tables contact Bourse Chairman James A. Ryder, 
806 Mona Circle, Staunton, VA 24401; telephone (703) 886-4606. 
This is always a good show, so mark your calendar now, and plan to 
attend. It’s a pleasant trip to the Virginia Piedmont, and you’re sure to 
come away with some good stuff to add to your collection. 
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ODDS & ENDS 


Howard Spain of Waverly, Va. wrote that sickness in the family kept 
him from attending the ‘95 convention. We did miss him, and VNA 
thanks him for his generous donation of $50 to help with the 
convention expenses. 

Steve Bennett’s shop, The Coin Exchange of Virginia, in the Old Towne 
section of Petersburg, suffered a burglary on Sept. 7. Thieves broke 
in at about 3:00 am, and made off with some $2000 worth of coins. 
Later the same day two Petersburg men were arrested as they tried to 
peddle the stolen goods to local pawnbrokers. Most of the coins were 
recovered, and both men have been charged with breaking and entering 
and grand larceny. 

A one-man crime wave was broken up last summer by Maryland 
authorities with the arrest in August of a Carroll County man who has 
been charged with numerous felony counts in the theft of hundreds of 
valuable military decorations from veterans. The thirty eight known 
victims, many of them retired flag and general officers were conned 
out of their medals by offers to have them cleaned and framed, or 
requests to borrow them to be photographed for a projected book. 
When the medals were returned, worthless modern fakes had been 
substituted for the valuable originals. Arresting officers confiscated 
two carloads of medals and other memorabilia from the suspect’s 
home, including eight Medals of Honor, but quite a lot of material had 
already been sold. The medals, including a Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, of retired Army General Andrew Goodpaster, sold to several 
dealers for more than $30,000 , were returned when the buyers 
learned they were stolen. Some of the recovered medals have already 
been returned to their owners, and police are still working to identify 
the owners of others. Coverage of this story by the Richmond paper 
was nil, because none of the victims was from here, but it got plenty 
of space in Tha Annapolis Capital and the Baltimore Sun. As the case 
continues to unfold it’s sure to provide lots of juicy reading for the 
folks in Maryland., all of which will be duly reported by VNA member 
Col. A. Weems McFadden of Annapolis, who can be relied on to keep the 
editor (his cousin) supplied with clippings. 

With this issue we introduce three new advertisers, Cavalier 
Collectibles (Dick Coltrane) of Newport News,Mercury Numismatics 
(Joel Cherry) of Merrifield, and Bob Weikle of Newport News. VNA is 
grateful for their support, and it is hoped that VNA members will in 
turn favor them with lots of bosiness. 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 


INDEX FOR VOLUME 31,1995 

A cumulative index for Vols. 1-30 appeared in the Nov.1994 issue 

ANA’s Robert J. Leuver Calls for a $1 Coin.July, p.17 

America, Money & War: Financing the Civil War,an 
exhibit at the Museum of the Confederacy, Richmond,Va. 

which included Neil Chiappa’s CSA Type Collection.January, p.4 

Are Things Getting Wilder in Nicaragua? (Nicaraguan note 

with portrait resembling Va. Gov. Doug Wilder).January, p.9 

Code-Breakers & Counterfeiters.September, p.6 

A Day Remembered (Pres. F.D. Roosevelt’s Funeral).March, p 5 

The Ducat.May, p.10 

A Heligoland “Note”.September,p.3 

Lasser Collection of 18th.Century Currency Donated 

to Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.May, p.4 

A Louisiana Mystery (La. $100 Note).November, p.5 

Modern Va. Arcade Tokens, by Page Mann.January, p. 5 

National Dog Bite Prevention Week.September, p.3 

Pa’s Prize...September, p.5 

Punch Tags.September, p.4 

The Stonewall Jackson Medal.July, p.8 

A Sure-Fire Money Maker (CSA bond coupons).January, p.3 

The U.S. Sanitary Commission’s Bank of Richmond 

Ten Dollar Note.May, p.6 

VNA’s 1995 Convention.November, p.3 

The Virginia Numismatist's 30th. Anniversary.September, p.2 

Walt Mason Award, 1994, to Burnett Anderson.March, p.4 

Walt Mason Award, 1995, to Autence Bason.November, p.6 

OBITUARIES 

Brainard S. Charlton, Jr.March, p.3 

Ben C. Duncan, Jr.May, p.4 

Donald Roberts.March, p.3 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Standard Catalog of US Tokens , 1700-1900 

by Russell Ruleau, Krause Publications.Jan., p. 10 

Twisted Tails by R. Van Ryzin, Krause Publications.May, p. 23 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8.00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria.In Sept, they held a member bourse, heard a speaker,served 
refreshments, held a 59 lot auction of US coins and drew for door prizes. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Oct. they held a Second 
Hobbies Night. The annual dinner will be held at Extra Billy’s, 5205 W. 
Broad St., Richmond at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, Dec.5 Visitors are welcome. 
NO RESERVATION NEEDED. Order from the menu & pay your own check. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. The club picnic was held in August in Waynesboro; the 
event included a donated auction sale. The Oct. meeting was devoted to club 
business. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy’s at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va.ln September they held an 
Other Hobbies Night. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. In Sept, they heard a talk by Burnett Anderson on The 
Overall Washington Numismatic Scenewith regard to Congress, the Bureau 
of Engraving & Printing, the U.S. Mint, etc. 
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


Larry Engle, President 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 



BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 


We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 


And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 
Free Price List On Request. 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 


Newport News, VA 23606 


804-596-3183 


























SHOW CALENDAR 




NOV. 18-19 

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. 

Holiday Inn Bordeaux 

CAPE FEAR COIN CLUB 

NOV. 26 

TOWSON, MD 

Holiday Inn, 1-695, Exit 29 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

DEC. 2-3 

FISHERSVILLE, VA 

Augusta Expoland 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 

DEC. 7-10 

BALTIMORE, MD. 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 

DEC. 17 

TOWSON, MD 

Holiday Inn, 1-695, Exit 29 

TOWSON COIN SHOW 

JAN.27-28 

VIENNA, VA 

Community Center 

NORTHERN VA COIN 
CLUB SHOW 

MAR.21-24 

BALTIMORE, MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 



■ PAPER MONEY 


PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 







THE 

com 

EXCHANGE 

OF 

VIRGINIA 



COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BOY - SELL - TRADE 


STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 



212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 


PHONE (804» 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 
















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALAER COLLECTABLE: 


RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 


Send orders and requests for information to: 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 













THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jesse H. Martin. 121 S.Centre St. Philipsburg.PA 16866:18141 34P-7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (j u 9 s . bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143(night1___ 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 

_Dun Lorino. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744_ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
in terest. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabauah. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19064-3707 _ 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
£127. Newport News. V A 23606: (8041 596-3183 _ 

WANTED: CSA currency & bonds, obsolete & discontinued Southern States 
currency, banknotes, private scrip & bonds, also United Confederate 
Veterans reunion medals & ribbons. 

Biad Sawver.PQ Box 15543.Chesapeake.VA 23328:(8041 482-1725 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German & French coins from 
1944; must be unc. Will also consider unc. 1944 coins of other countries 
Describe & price. Robert Hawkins. PO Box 5173. Henderson NC P7536 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

FOR SALE: Large collection of Va. tokens & medals; for a copy of the list 
send two 32 cent stamps. 

Eag e Mann. PQ Box 1684. Williamsburg. VA 23187. (8041 220-2077 

FOR SALE: Unc. 1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set in 
custom plastic case. Catalogs $295. Make offer. 

Ray Havmaker.1 151 Gross Pt. Dr Huddleston.VA 24104. (7031 297-5898 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. Ads must be typed or 
printed & only one per person per issue can be accepted. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 


VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 


Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


We Welcome Consignments! 


Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 


Autographs 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds 


Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins 


Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
= & for a FREE Brochure “ 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 

FAX 212-908-4047 New York, NY 10004 NY 212-943-1881 






































ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 1-Tlme 1-Year 

% Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

»/2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


THE 
YIMIHIA 
HUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 32, NO. 1 
January, 1996 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST is 
the Official Publication of The Vir¬ 
ginia Numismatic Association, Inc. 
and is published six times each 
year. Articles and items for publi¬ 
cation are welcomed and solicit¬ 
ed. All six issues are mailed from 
Hampton, Virginia at the Third 
Class Postal rate and cannot be 
forwarded, so be sure and send us 
your change of address. 

All mail relating to The Virginia 
Numismatist and Advertising 
therein should be directed to Jim 
Ruehrmund, Editor, 712 Westover 
Road, Richmond, VA 23220. 

Direct all other correspondence 
about membership, address 
changes, etc. to the secretary- 
treasurer, Harry L. Ward, P.O. 
Box 36531, Richmond, VA 
23235 
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THE TIDEWATER COIN CLUB’S 40th ANNIVERSARY 
by a charter member 




Happy fortieth birthday to the Tideweater Coin Club! Founded in i 
January, 1956, it’s a club that’s still going strong. It’s a fact that old 
folks like to reminisce. I’m no exception, so before I forget them, I’ll | 
pass along a few reminiscences about the club’s earliest days. 

Although it did not yet have a name, the club had its earliest 
beginnings to the summer of 1955 when a group of about half a dozen ' 
collectors started holding informal meetings every other week in the 
office of the club’s founding father, the late Dr. Jimmy Parrish of 
Portsmouth, Va. I started attending meetings that fall, and by then the 
group had outgrown Dr. Parrish’s office and was meeting in the board 
room of the Bank of Virginia in downtown Portsmouth. Those meetings 
were totally unstructured with no dues, no officers and no rules of 
procedure, but they were always enjoyable. 

During the fall of ‘55 attendance started to drop off, and at the 
second December meeting only two people showed up. Unwilling to let 
the club die, Dr. Parrish decided that we should solicit members, and 
establish a formal organization to be called the Tidewater Coin Club. 
Prior to the next meeting date a postcard notice was sent to each of the 
eight regulars. All came, and we agreed to send out a large mailing, 
with cards going to all known collectors in the area and all ANA > 
members within a fifty mile radius (in those far off days ANA issued a 
membership directory to all its members). About sixty cards were 
sent, including ones to the local newspapers. The Norfolk Virginian 
Pilot ran a very nice article on the club, which gave us a great boost. 

As I remember, the first meeting was held in the third week of 
January, 1956, about thirty five attended, many of whom had learned 
of the meeting through the newspaper notice. Dr. Parrish was elected 
president, and Martin Parker of Portsmouth became vice president. 

It was agreed that all who signed the roll at this meeting or the 
following one were to be charter members, and we ended up with about 
thirty five . Several who signed up and paid their dues were never 
seen or heard of again, but the club was a going concern; it still is. 

In its 40 years of existence the Tidewater Coin Club, meeting in 
nine different places in Portsmouth, Norfolk and Virginia Beach, has 
given much pleasure and fellowship to hundreds of people, and its 
shows are enjoyed by collectors from all over Virginia and 
neighboring states. Most of today’s members, including current 
president, Sam Foley, never knew Dr. Parrish, who died 20 years 
ago, but the club is a lasting monument to him and his contributions 
to our hobby, contributions which his successors continue. 
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McDonald Wellford 
1913-1995 

Mr. McDonald Wellford of Richmond, Va. died at his home on October 
26, 1995, after a long illness. He was the retired commissioner of 
accounts for the Richmond Circuit Court and Chancery Court, and a 
member of VNA since 1987. He is survived by three sons, a daughter, 
a brother and a sister to all of whom the Virginia Numismatic 
Association extends deepest sympathy. 

ODDS & ENDS 

The Wilmington, Delaware, Coin Club’s 35th annual coin show will be 
held at Brandywine Terrace, 3416 Philadelphia Pike, Claymont, DE, 
Jan 19-21. Hours are 10:00 am - 6 pm Fri. & Sat.; 10:00 am - 
4:00 on Sun. In addition to buying & selling the event will feature 
authentication services, speakers, prize drawings and exhibits. 

The Richmond Coin & Paper Money Spring Show will be held April 12 
- 13, 1996 at the Henrico Mini Mall , 4000 Mechanicsville 
Turnpike (US Rt. 360), Richmond, VA. The cost of a table is 
$60.00.To reserve tables or obtain information call Joanne Spicer at 
(804) 228-1130. This is a show that has grown steadily since the 
first one in the spring of ‘93, and it’s well worth attending. 

One of the original lithographic printing presses from the shop of 
Hoyer & Ludwig in Richmond, used by them to print Confederate 
currency and postage stamps, is on temporary display at the Museum 
of the Confederacy, 12th and Clay Streets in Richmond. Postage stamps 
form the main theme of the exhibit, but currency collectors will also 
find it interesting to view one of the presses which produced such 
rarities as the “Indian Princess”, etc. The press will remain at the 
museum until March. 

The Chicago Paper Money Exposition will be held Feb. 23-25 at the 
Ramada O’Hare Hotel, 6600 N. Mannheim Rd. in Rosemont, III., a 
northern Chicago suburb adjacent to O’Hare Airport. All 100 tables 
have been sold; dealers wishing to put their names on the waiting list 
should contact Kevin Foley at (414) 282-2407. This event, 
sponsored by Krause Publications’ Bank Note Reporter, will include 
two one-session auctions. The sale on Fri., Feb. 23 .will be conducted 
by R.M. Smythe & Co. of New York, and the one on Sat., Feb. 24, will 
be conducted by noted paper money specialist Lyn F. Knight. 
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THE BEALE TREASURE RECONSIDERED 

In the 1981 Bicentennial issue, Don Roberts, under the nom de 
plume “Moira Mandrake” published an article on Virginia’s famous 
Beale Treasure. Recent further developments have made the story once 
again timely, and there are questions about the whole business that 
need to be addressed, so I propose to reopen the case, and will 
commence with a condensed version of Don’s work. 

According to the story: In 1817 a young man named Thomas 
Jefferson Beale set out from Virginia with a party of thirty friends 
for a hunting trip in the west. They reached Santa Fe, then still 
Spanish territory, in December, and from there headed north into the 
mountains of Colorado. After travelling about 250 miles, which would 
have placed them in the vicinity of today’s Leadville, Colorado, they 
chanced to discover gold in the rocks, and remained in the area for a 
year and a half, mining gold and silver. 

Beale, with ten of his companions, returned to Virginia in 
November, 1819, bringing a half ton of gold and about two tons of 
silver, which they buried, and then headed west again. 

Two years later, in 1821, Beale and his party came again to 
Virginia, bringing nearly a ton of gold, half a ton of silver and jewels 
valued at $13,000, purchased in St.Louis “to save transportation”. 
All of this was added to their earlier hoard. 

Beale reportedly made several further trips to Virginia, stopping 
each time at the Washington Hotel in Lynchburg, where he made 
friends with the proprietor, Robert Morriss. When he left for the 
west in March, 1822, Beale left a strong-box with Morriss to be held 
until his return. Some two months later Morriss received a letter 
sent by Beale from St. Louis, which informed him that “the box 
contained papers which would be unintelligible without the aid of a 
key...such a key I have left in the hands of a friend here, sealed, 
addressed to you and endorsed not to be delivered until June, 1832”. 
Nothing further was ever heard from Beale or his friends, and it was 
assumed that they had been killed by indians. 

The letter which was to be sent from St. Louis never came, and 
Morriss waited another thirteen years, until 1845, before breaking 
into the box. In it he found two letters from Beale addressed to 
himself, and three sheets of paper covered with numbers. The letters 
told of the finding of the gold and silver and asked Morriss to divide the 
treasure into 31 shares, one for the next of kin of each of the 30 men 
and one for himself. The sheets of paper with numbers turned out to be 
three ciphers. According to the letter, the first one gave the exact 
location of the treasure, the second described its contents and the third 
gave the names and addresses of the men involved. 
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Morriss, after working unsuccessfully for years to solve the ciphers, 
finally let a trusted friend, James B. Ward, in on the secret. Ward, 
with sufficient resources to devote his full time to the problem, 
finally managed to decipher the second paper which gave the amount of 
the treasure, and how and when, but not where, it was buried. Ward 
discovered that The Declaration of Independence was the key. Beale 
had numbered each word from 1 to 1322, and had used each word’s 
number as the equivalent of its first (or sometimes last) letter. Using 
this key, Ward deciphered paper no. 2 as follows: 

“I have deposited in the county of Bedford about four miles from 
Buford’s in an excavation or vault six feet below the surface of the 
ground the following articles belonging jointly to the parties whose 
names are given in number three herewith. The first deposit consisted 
of ten hundred and fourteen pounds of gold and thirty eight hundred and 
twelve pounds of silver deposited Nov. eighteen nineteen. The second 
was made Dec. eighteen twenty one and consisted of nineteen hundred 
and seven pounds of gold and twelve hundred and eighty of silver, also 
jewels obtained in St. Louis in exchange to save transportation and 
valued at thirteen thousand dollars. The above is securely packed in 
iron pots with iron covers. The vault is roughly lined with stones and 
the vessels rest on solid stone and are covered with others. Paper 
number one describes the exact location so that no difficulty will be 
had in finding it.” 

Obsessed with the lure of riches, Ward devoted many years to 
trying to solve ciphers 1 and 3, but without success. Finally, in 
1885, 62 years after Beale’s last departure for the west, and 40 
years after Morriss opened the strong-box, he went public and 
published a pamphlet called The Beale Papers, which sold for 50 
cents a copy. It included Beale’s letters to Morriss, the cipher 
messages and an account of the efforts of Morriss and himself to break 
the ciphers. He also issued a warning to treasure hunters: “Devote 
only such time as can be spared from your legitimate business to the 
task, and if you can spare no time, let the matter alone”. 

Bufords is today Montvale in Bedford Co., Va. It lies just north of 
U.S. Route 460 about midway between the cities of Bedford and 
Roanoke. Ever since the publication of Ward’s pamphlet 110 years ago 
the area has attracted plenty of searchers and diggers, all with visions 
of $$$ dancing in their heads, but, as far as is known, the treasure 
still remains undiscovered. 

That’s the story as Don Roberts reported it in 1981, but recent 
developments have added a new chapter. On Oct. 3, 1993,the 
Richmond TimesDispatch carried an article on the breaking of the 
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first cipher, the one giving the location of the hoard, by Mr. Joseph 
Durand, a computer technician from Michigan. Durand’s interest , 
stems from an article on the Beale treasure he read in Argosy 
magazine in the 1960s. He connected the Argosy account with stories 
he had heard as a child from his Cheyenne grandfather in Colorado of 
fabulous amounts of gold and silver taken from the Spaniards and 
buried in the east, and became a confirmed treasure seeker. 

From the mid-’70s he made annual summer trips to Bedford Co. to 
search through old records and explore the countryside, accompaned 
by his friend Jimmy Luck, a local farmer. He also devoted much effort 
to breaking the ciphers, and in 1985 discvovered that the key to the 
first cipher lay in the Adams-Owens Treaty of 1819, between the 
United States and Spain. The deciphered document revealed that the 
hoard’s burial place lay not in Bedford Co., as people have generally 
believed, but in adjoining Botetourt Co., within the boundaries of the 
Jefferson National Forest. Durand and Luck thoroughly searched the 
area, and in 1990 found a small limestone cave which they believe to 
be the treasure’s hiding place. They found the passag blocked by fallen 
dirt, and Durand applied to the federal authorities for a permit to dig 
through it. The permit was granted in March, 1992, but when Durand 
and Luck returned to the site, the found that a cave-in had blocked the 
passage with fallen stones. Durand then applied for permission to 
excavate from the surface, using a backhoe. The feds don’t take kindly 
to that kind of activity in national forests, and action on the permit 
has been held up pending completion of the enviromental impact 
analysis required by federal law. That’s how things stood two years 
ago, and, presumably, Durand is still waiting for the permit that he 
believes will make him as rich as Croesus (or Elvis). 

I, for one, don’t think so, for I’ve come to the conclusion that the 
whole thing is a gigantic hoax. People who have read Ward’s story 
have been dazzled by the thought of fabulous wealth, and have ignored 
all of the many technical and logistical improbabilities contained in it. 
The sole authority for the Beale Papers is James B. Ward, who 
published them in 1885, 64 years after the events they purport to 
describe. The account says that the Beale party noticed traces of gold 
in the rocks, and for a year and a half mined gold and silver in the 
area. What did they use for tools, and how did they process the gold 
ore? Gold-bearing rock had to be crushed to powder in a stamp mill 
and treated with mercury to form a mercury-gold amalgam. This was 
heated in a retort to vaporize the mercury, which was condensed for 
reuse while the gold residue was melted down in a smelter. How did 
they recognize the silver, which is not found as a pure metal, but in 
the form of a heavy black sand-like ore. First spotted in the 1850s, it 
was for some time discarded as a worthless impediment to gold 
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mining, until finally recognized as valuable. Silver ore had to be 
roasted and smelted to recover the metal. It is simply not possible that 
any group of thirty men in 1817-21 could have had the expertise and 
equipment to mine and refine several tons of precious metal. Perhaps 
the tale about mining was a cover up, and the gold and silver were 
actually stolen from the Spaniards or the Indians. But how could 
either party have mined and refined that much metal? And if the 
Americans had stolen the treasure, how could they have made off with 
that much weight without being overtaken and captured? 

How did Beale manage to transport 4,826 pounds of metal from 
Colorado to Virginia in 1818, and another 3,187 pounds in 1821? 
The area west of the Mississippi was then mostly trackless 
wilderness, and they would have had to have used pack horses or mules 
for transport. To carry the treasure plus food for men and beasts they 
would have needed forty or more animals, but where could they have 
obtained them ? Purchasing the animals and the special pack saddles 
they required in Santa Fe would have certainly revealed their 
operation to the Spaniards, especially if they had used some of their 
newly mined gold and silver to make the purchases. The trip would 
have taken at least three months, and the animals needed to be shod 
about once a month; how was this accomplished without revealing the 
secret? Also, how did they escape the notice of the gangs of heavily 
armed bandits that infested the area west of the Mississippi? 

The part about obtaining $13,000 worth of jewels in St. Louis “in 
exchange to save transportation” raises still more questions. Could 
that much jewelery have been found in St. Louis, a town of 5,000 
inhabitants, in 1821? At that time the great stream of west-bound 
settlers and gold seekers was decades in the future, and it seems 
unlikely that all the St. Louis jewelers put together could have 
scraped together $13,000 worth of their wares. It is presumed that 
this exchange would have been made with silver, about 690 lbs. of it, 
since the equivalent amount of gold, about 46 lb. would have afforded 
no significant saving in weight. The last thing the travellers should 
have wanted was to attract attention to themselves, and how could this 
transaction have been carried out without attracting notice? Had 
anyone paid out 690 lb. of silver bullion in St. Louis in 1821 it would 
have caused a sensation, and probably would have triggered an early 
silver rush. It appears that the jewels episode was put in to give an 
extra fillip to the narrative, and whet the appetites of readers. 

Now, passing over all of the many difficulties in getting the pack 
train across to the east bank of the Mississippi, and conducting it from 
there about 600 miles to the Bedford - Botetourt area of Virginia, 
how could the arrival of such a caravan have gone unnoticed by the 
local inhabitants ? Unless the hiding place had been selected 
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beforehand, it would have taken several days to find one, and prepare 
it, obtain the iron pots to hold the treasure, and then bury it. The 
area was not thickly settled then, but that all of this could have been 
done without anyone’s noticing strains the imagination. 

Finally, what about Beale’s thirty associates. Why did he find it 
necessary to keep their names secret by enciphering the list, and was 
anything ever heard from any of their relatives following the 
publication of Ward’s pamphlet in 1885 ? Cipher No. 3, the list of 
names has probably received far less attention than No. 1, and the 
story will never be complete until it has been broken. 

None of the foregoing is likely to shake the faith of true believers 
in the Beale Legend, and the prospect of treasure worth more than 
$27 million will probably attract more, but hard facts, or lack of 
them, indicate that the whole thing is a hoax perpetrated by James B. 
Ward. Why he did it we may never know, unless something about that 
is contained in cipher No. 3. He did profit from it, but only in a modest 
way through the sale of his pamphlets.; perhaps he did it just for the 
fun of bamboozling a lot of people. 

The final chapter of this story has yet to be written. Watch for 
newspaper reports of Mr. Durand’s dig in Botetourt Co., but I’ll 
predict that when, and if, he digs he’ll find no treasure. 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


Larry Engle. President 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 











NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria. In Dec. they held their Christmas party & meeting at George’s 
Restaurant in Arlington at the bargain price of $6.50 per person. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. At the annual donated 
auction in Nov. the sale of all kinds of stuff, including the RCC 
Commemorative Brass Plug raised funds for the club treasury. In Dec. 
members and guests enjoyed barbecue, ribs and fellowship at Extra Billy’s. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. In Nov. Bill Kerr spoke on Collecting Foreign Coins. In Dec. 
they held their Christmas Banquet at Lynn’s Pancake & Steak house in 
Waynesboro. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Wendy’s at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va.ln November they viewed 
the U.S. Mint video tape, THE MONEY STORY. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. In November the program theme was, “What shall I 
Collect?”. Sedge Moss led the discussion on specialized collecting areas 
within our broad numismatic hobby. 
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THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

B(IY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 




BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 




MODERN COIN INC. 

212 15. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 













SHOW CALENDAR 


JAN.19-21 CLAYMONT, DELAWARE 


WILMINGTON COIN CLUB 


Brandywine Terrace, 3416 Phila. Pike 


JAN.27-28 VIENNA, VA 

Community Center 


NORTHERN VA COIN 
CLUB SHOW 


CHICAGO PAPER MONEY 
EXPOSITION 


FEB 23-25 ROSEMONT, IL 

Ramada O’Hare Hotel 


INTERSTATE COIN CLUB 


MAR.2-3 HAGERSTOWN, MD 
Venice Ball Room 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


MAR.9-10 FISHERSVILLE, VA 
Augusta Expoland 


MAR.21-24 BALTIMORE, MD 
Convention Center 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE COIN SHOW 


APR.12-13 RICHMOND, VA 
Henrico Mini Mall 


RICHMOND COIN & PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 



Imperial Coins 


(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 


■ PAPER MONEY 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 



GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 









MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 



Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 



VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

500 Page catalog lists all known Va. notes from 1770 to 1880 
except Colonial & National Bank Notes; 2000 illustrations 
Hardbound @ $55.00;Unbound @ $49.00(incl tax & shipping) 

Order from: Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 

3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 














THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jesse H. Martin. 121 S.Centre St. P h iljp sbura . PA 16866 : (814) 34 2 -7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash,PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 

(8041292-5143(niaht1 ---* 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
Dun Loring. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 --- 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interest. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.LQUisville.TN 37777--— 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabaugh. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19Q 64-37QZ- 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: (8041 596-3183-- 

WANTED: CSA currency & bonds, obsolete & discontinued Southern States 
currency, banknotes, private scrip & bonds, also United Confederate 
Veterans reunion medals & ribbons. 

Brad Sawver.PO Box 15543.Chesapeake.VA 23328:(804) 482-1725 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German & French coins from 
1944; must be unc. Will also consider unc. 1944 coins of other countries 
Describe & price. Robert Hawkins. PO Box 51 73. Henderson. NC 2753£ 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 - 

FOR SALE: Large collection of Va. tokens & medals; for a copy of the list 
send two 32 cent stamps. 

Page Mann. PO Box 1684. Williamsburg. VA 2318 7. (8041 220-2077- 

FOR SALE: Unc. 1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set in 
custom plastic case. Catalogs $295. Make offer. 

Rav Havmaker.1151 Gross Pt. Dr. Huddleston.VA 24104. (703) 297-5398 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. Ads must be typed or 
printed & only one per person per issue can be accepted. 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


"" - We Welcome Consignments! - 1 = 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
— & for a FREE Brochure == 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


The VNA Board of Directors held its quarterly meeting on 
Saturday, January 27, 1996. With ten officers and directors present. 
The board accepted the resignation of secretary-treasurer Harry 
Ward, who has found it necessary to resign due to the pressure of 
business, and elected me to serve for the remainder of the term, 
which expires in September, 1996. 

I pledge that I will do my very best to perform all of the additional 
duties that now devolve on me in an efficient and timely manner, but I 
can’t promise anything spectacular. 

It’s not an ideal situation to have one person as both editor and 
secretary, particularly one as old as I, and I do hope that someone will 
step forward and take over the secretary’s job come September. 

VNA dues notices, normally sent out in January, will be a little 
late this year. However, since they’re sent by 1st class mail, you 
should receive your notice before you read this. Please send in your 
dues payments promptly, as it will make my job much easier. For my 
part, I promise to deposit all checks within five days of receipt. 

In a survey sent out last year, some members said that they would 
like to see the Virginia Numismatist become a quarterly , the chief 
reason being to save money. Well, I happen to disagree. About 25% of 
our members live in states other than Virginia, and this magazine is 
about the only contact they have with VNA . The same is also true of 
quite a lot of our Virginia resident members. It’s obvious that it costs 
less to send out four issues a year than it does to send out six, but let’s 
not forget that our objective is the promotion of numismatics, not the 
amassing of money. As long as we can finance six issues a year I think 
we should continue with that number. If any readers care to send in 
comments on this matter, please do, and I’ll gladly publish them. 

Others who commented said that they would like to see the 
magazine expanded. That’s a fine idea, but you can’t expand the 
magazine like blowing up a tire. First of all, we need more members; 
have you signed up any new members lately? Second, we need more 
paid ads. I’ll confess that I’m a very inept ad salesman; is there 
someone out there who would be willing to help me with this? Last, 
but far from least, we need more articles and news items to publish. 
Have you sent in anything for publication lately? 

I’ll now climb down from my soap box, and close with one final 
item: Please send all VNA mail to the address shown on page 1, or the 
back cover of this issue, and do not send any further VNA mail to Post 
Office Box 36531. 
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1996 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

VNA’s 38th Convention & coin show will be held September 28-29 , 
1996 at the Tyson's Westpark Hotel in McLean, Va. 

Bourse table rates for the 1996 show are: 

Regular: $175 Wall: $200 Corner $225 

For information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; ph. (703) 354-9544. 


CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

Ads and patron listings in the July issue of the Virginia Numismatist 
help to finance the convention, and we appeal to our members and 
friends for their support. Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

The cost of a patron listing is only $2. You can list yourself, your 
spouse, your kids and grandkids, friends you wish to honor, your dog 
and cat, etc. This is an inexpensive, but very significant way to 
support VNA. Having the material in hand early makes it much easier 
to put the convention issue together, so please send in your ads and 
patron listings as early as you can, accompanied by a check payable to 
the VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION. They must reach the editor 
no later than the last week of May, and should be sent to: Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

Between May 1 and June 1 nominations will be open for the following 
VNA offices: President, Secretary-Treasurer and four members of the 
Board of Directors. Persons making nominations and candidates must 
be members in good standing. Names of candidates and a ballot will 
appear in the July issue. Nominations should be sent to: Robert M. 
New, PO Box 1124, Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870, and must reach him 
no later than June 1, 1996. 
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Robert James Brennan 

1928- 1996 

Mr. Robert J. Brennan of Richmond died on January 9 of a heart attack 
while shoveling snow. He was the retired vice president of 
membership development of the Richmond Chamber of Commerce, and 
a veteran of service in the U.S. Marine Corps. In addition to his VNA 
membership, Bob was an active member of the Richmond Coin Club. 
He is survived by his wife, Anita, two daughters, a son and four 
grandchildren to all of whom VNA extends deepest sympathy. He will 
be sorely missed by his many friends, and will be held in affectionate 
remembrance for his amiability and his enthusiasm for our hobby. 

NATIONAL COIN WEEK 

The 73rd Annual National Coin Week will be observed April 21-27. 
This year’s theme is "Money, History In Your Hands", and the 
activity is “Coin Collecting: The World's Largest Treasure Hunt". 
This is the time for numismatists to educate the public about coin 
collecting by going into classrooms speaking before civic groups and 
setting up exhibits in libraries, schools and banks. ANA offers two 
full scholarships to any future Summer Conference to the club and 
the collector who submits the best story of dropping rarely seen coins 
or bills into circulation in either ‘95 or ‘96. Send your stories to 
ANA, 818 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

THE LUDWIG PRINTING PRESS 

The item in the last issue about the display at the Museum of the 
Confederacy of the Hoyer & Ludwig lithographic press turned out to 
be in error. The display ended in December, but the press can be seen 
on weekdays in the offices of Printing Industries of the Virginias in 
the Plantation House, 1108 E. Main St. in Richmond. 

UPDATE ON THE MEDAL THEFTS 

Here’s a follow up on the great medal scam reported in the November 
issue. A Westminster, Md. man, Stephen V. Pyne, 35, at his trial in 
Carroll Co., pleaded guilty to thefts of medals from a number of 
veterans, and was sentenced to 6 years in prison . A trial in Annapolis 
for medal thefts there brought Pyne an additional 4 1/2 years. Pyne, 
who is believed to have sold more than $25,000 worth of medals to 
collectors nation wide,has agreed to work with police to recover stolen 
medals from collectors to whom he sold them. Thanks to Dr. Weems 
McFadden of Annapolis for the news clippings on this. 
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A WORLD WAR II SHORT SNORTER 

by 

Robert “Pop” Young, R712 

Once upon a time, we who, full of beans as aviation cadets, stayed 
with a tradition among military fliers or potential military pilots; we 
created our own “Short Snorter”. Don’t ask, because I cannot tell its 
origin, but a short snorter is a one dollar bill with collected 
signatures of flying buddies on the reverse, and, assuming you’re to 
be assigned overseas, you add notes of countries visited. The 
assumption as aviation cadets was that we would be successful, win 
our wings, pin on those second lieutenant’s bars, and fly off to fame 
and glory. Almost six months to the day before receiving my wings I 
started my short snorter. The date was 1-28-43, and a one dollar 
silver certificate, series 1935A, Plate B4303, signed by Henry 
Morganthau, Jr., Secretary and countersigned by W.A. Julian, 
Treasurer of the United States, serial number A12069998C, became 
my short snorter. So titled on the reverse, my name and the date 
printed on one end and with signature and date on t’other. Noted 
recently: the first signature added was a good buddy, Jack Warner. As 
aviation cadets we had moved together assignment to assignment, and 
such complementary assignments continued throughout the war years. 
After the end of hostilities in Europe he went home to Cutbank, 
Montana, eventually became postmaster there, and stayed on to 
retirement. We still keep up on family doings each Christmas these 
more than fifty years. 

During the 1939-1945 war years my first overseas assignment 
was in England. The 354th “Pioneer Mustang” Fighter Group, made 
up of the 353rd, 355th and 356th fighter squadrons was based near 
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Boxted, East Anglia. My squadron was the 356th, with arrival late in 
1943 after an unescorted dash across the Atlantic on the RMS Queen 
Mary. Our command was the 9th Air Force, but we were on loan to 
the 8th Air Force for long range escort of their B-17 and B-24 
bomber groups penetrating deep into German territory. This escort 
duty was phased out as the pending June, 1944, invasion target date 
approached. Our assigned support was the ground forces being 
mustered and readied for deployment. 

In England a ten shilling note was added to the dollar. This 
watermarked note was signed by “K.O: Peppiatt, Chief Cashier For the 
Gov:r and Comp:a of the Bank of England, London”; the serial number 
is 54T 909048. 



After the Normandy invasion, 6 June 1944, an air strip was 
readied for us just south of St. Lo, our first station on French soil. 
This was later in June, and from there we flew support for armor and 
infantry units during the advance across France, and also took on 
targets of opportunity, such as rail lines and yards, airfields and 
bridges. At the first opportunity a French “dix francs” note was taped 
to the 10 shillings. This note, issued by the Banque de France, is 
numbered 88268. On the lower left is 035488268, and on the upper 
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left, E.15. At the lower right is G.15=10=1942.G. In fine print 
across the bottom is: “LE CONTREFACTEUR SERA PUNI DES TRAVAUX 
FORCES A PERPETUITE”. Pretty explicit, “Hard Labor For Life”. 

Although I was never stationed in either Belgium or Luxemburg, I 
visited both countries, and added their more modest notes to the 
French Franc note. The Belgian note has two faces, one in French, the 
other in Flemish or Flemano, issued by the Banque Nationale de 
Belgique, serial no. A 3870776 in the amount of “dix francs ou deux 
Belgas payables a vue 01.02.43 Tresorerie”, and signed by Le 
Tresorier and Le Gouverneur. Like the French note, but not as 
threateningly it has, “LE LOI PUNIT LE CONTREFACTEUR DES 
TRAVAUX FORCES”, no translation necessary. The alternate face 
reads, “NATIONAL BANK VAN BELGIE”, “TIEN FRANK OF TWEE 
BELGAS”, “BETAALBAAR OF ZICHT” AND “THESAURIE”. It is signed 
by H. Flortag, “DE SCHAFTBEWAARDER” and “DE GOUVERNEUR”, 
whose signature is unreadable. The warning re counterfeiting reads, 
“DE NAMAKER WORDT DOOR DE WET MET DWANGARBEID GESTRAFT’ 
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The Luxemburg note is a violet tinted presentation featuring the 
Grand Duchess Charlotte of Luxemburg. Again, the value is “DIX 
FRANCS’Mhe serial number is A266624, and above is “GRAND- 
DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG”; The signer is Pierre Dupong, “LE 
MINISTRE DES FINANCES”. The warning is quite explicit, it vows, 
“CEUX QUI AURONT CONTREFAIT OU FALSI FIE DES BONS DE CAISSE 
SERONT PUNIS DES TRAVAUX FORCES DE 15 A 20 ANS”. Fifteen to 


twenty years hard labor; be careful. Luxemburg is also known as 
Letzeburg, and the note’s reverse shows the heraldic Letzeburg seal 
and the denomination “ZENG FRANG” . Interestingly, this note was 
made by the American Bank Note Company. 

The 354th Fighter Group eventually was based in Germany, and a 
“REICHSBANKNOTE”, “EIN HUNDERT MARK”, Nr. 2220254H was 
added to the collection. It further reads “ZAHLT DE 





































































HAUPITASSE IN BERLIN OHNE LEGIFIMATIONSPRUFUNG DEM 
EINLIEFERER DIESE BANKNOTE”, BERLIN, DEN 7 FEBRUAR 1908”. 
Several unidentified signatures follow. 

Thus we come to the completion of our short snorter, but with one 
postscript. In the spring of ‘45 orders returned me to the “Zone of the 
Interior”, Stateside, the U.S. of A., to prepare to equip the 354th 
Fighter Group with rockets. The specific destination was Foster Field, 
Texas, mode of transportation was a bucket seat on a DC-4. The flight 
originated in Paris, landed in the Azores for fuel and a meal, landed 
again at Gander, Newfoundland, for more fuel and another meal, and, 
after twelve hours reached New York. During the Azores stop an 
escudos note of Portugal was picked up with the intent of appending it 
to the “snorter” A description avails me not, because just recently it 
was sent to a VNA member who had a request for such material in the 
“Money Store”, and, as an afterthought and oversight, the Gl issue for 
servicemen in Europe and a Canadian note did not get added. 

World War II ended, and I was mustered out to civilian life. The 
scotch tape used to stick my snorter’s bills end to end has become 
brittle with age, as have I, but rereading the names on my personal 
short snorter brings back memories of those days of derring-do and 
the heroism of another time. Nice to be home. Thanks. 

Bob young, a VNA member since 1976, lives in Reston, Va., and is a 
retired air traffic controller. Thanks for the article, Bob. 
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RICHMOND SHOW CANCELLED 

The Richmond Coin & Paper Money Show, scheduled for April 12-13 
at the Henrico Mini Mall in Richmond has been cancelled. The heavy 
snow in January brought down part of the ceiling, and the building has 
been vacated and closed. Dave Ripley, the show’s sponsor hopes to 
stage another show in December, 1996, at a new location. 

ME MB ERSHIP APPL I CATIONS 
VNA welcomes the following new members: 

Applicant Sponsor 

Mitchell R. Ames, Vienna, Va.Ray Haymaker 

Peter Bertram, Tucker, Ga.Jim Ruehrmund 

Elizabeth R. Coalter, Midlothian, Va. (Jr. Member).Ray Haymaker 

Charles M. Hailey, Falls Church, Va.Marjorie Beard 

Len Hall, Hopewell, Va.Steve Bennett 

Tom Kays, Alexandria, Va.Ray Haymaker 

Samuel J. Levine, Arlington, Va.Dell Haymaker 

Allen Lindsay, Petersburg, Va.Steve Bennett 

Jennings. M. Meek, Falls Church, Va.Ray Haymaker 

John Naylor, Chantilly, Va.Dell Haymaker 

Blair Neal, Richmond, Va. (Jr. Member).Jim Ruehrmund 

Charles A. Pfeiffer, Maitland, Fla.Jim Ruehrmund 

Meryl Rabin, Vienna, Va.Ray Haymaker 

Dr. Don Roberts, Roanoke, Va.Ray Haymaker 

Jessica E. Ruehrmund, Glen Allen, Va. (Jr. Member)..Jim Ruehrmund 

G. Michael Russell, Herndon, Va.Keith Littlefield 

Michael D. Sutton, Alexandria, Va.Keith Littlefield 

George H. Watson, Springfield, Va.Ray Haymaker 

Matthew P. Whitehead, Falls Church, Va.Dell Haymaker 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 

PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Jan. they planned 
events for ‘96 & heard a reading of “The Rare 1961 Inverted Date Cent”. 

In Feb. they held their first ‘96 auction, with plenty of enthusiastic 
participation, despite rather light attendance. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. In Jan. Mike Zier presented a program on “Christmas 
Checks”. 

Club news is pretty sparse this month due to the early January snowstorm 
which dropped more snow on Virginia than we are accustomed to dealing 
with., and doubtless caused a number of meetings to be cancelled or 
postponed.Cheer up; spring is just around the corner. Ed. 


11 






THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (804) 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4:30 MON.-SAT. 
















SHOW CALENDAR 


MAR.9-10 FISHERSVILLE, VA 
Augusta Expoland 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB 


MAR.21-24 BALTIMORE, MD 
Convention Center 


SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE COIN-SHOW 


APR. 13 ANNAPOLIS, MD 


COLONIAL COIN CLUB 


Riva Vol. Fire Station, 3123 Riva Rd. 


APR.27-28 VIENNA, VA 

Community Center 


NORTHERN VA COIN 
CLUB SHOW 


MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC 


JUN.14-16 BALTIMORE, MD 
Convention Center 


AUG. 23-25 DALTON, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 


BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


SEP.26-27 McLEAN, VA 

Westpark Hotel 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 





(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 


■ PAPER MONEY 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 



GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOELP. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 



Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 



A/^// * Ad/ 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle. President 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 l| Newport News, VA 23606 
804-596-3183 












THE CONFEDERATE MBR© 
_ NEWSLETTER _ 

fl Neui 6 Page Newsletter Published Quarterly In The Interest 

Of Cataloging The 

MEDALS, BADGES & AIBBONS 

of the 

UCU • SCU • UDC • MOSB 


♦ Pol 1, #1 NOW BEADV ♦ 

Subscription (4 issues): $12/year, $17 outside USA, payable to: 

Peter Bertram 
P.0. Boh 451421 
Htlanta, GR 31145 

(or send business size SRSE for free sample copy) 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 
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THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 

each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

J esse H. Martin.121 S.Centre St. Philipsburg.PA 16866:(8141 34 P -7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 

signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143( n ight1_____ 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 

variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
-Dun Lorina. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 

interest , Paul Garland.1919 Rosem ont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 

overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Me Slabauah. 1025 Crozer Lane. S pringfield. PA 19064-3707 _ 

TRADE. Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 

dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: (804) 596-3183 _ 

WANTED. US military medals-named decorations, good conduct medals, rim 

numbered pre-WWII campaign medals, UDC medals, Civil Air Patrol medals 
Charles Pfeiff er. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland fi 3?7.si _ 

FOR SALE: Group of 2700+ foreign coins, 1659-1985, fair to proof, 160+ 

countries, 54 + oz. silver content. 

Nev i l l e L, Bruah , 2460 Nace Rd. Troutvil l e. VA 24175J5401 992-2400 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Gi nnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German & French coins from 

1944, must be unc. Will also consider unc 1944 coins of other countries 
De scr i be & Pr i ce , —Robert Hawkins. PO Bo x 5173.Henderson. NC 27536 

FOR SALE: Unc. 1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set in 

custom plastic case. Catalogs $295. Make offer. 

- Bay Haymaker . 1151 Gross Pt . D r. Huddieston.VA 24 io 4 . ( 703 i 297-5898 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 

712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip • County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 
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VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


.. .. . . — We Welcome Consignments! ■ 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
“ & for a FREE Brochure == 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


FAX 212-908-4047 


NY 212-943-1880 

































ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

!A Page 
V2 Page 
Full Page 
Inside Front or 
Back Cover 
Outside Back 
Cover 


1-Tlme 1-Year 

$ 9.00 $ 42.50 
$14.00 $ 65.00 
$20.00 $ 95.00 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

NUMISMATIST 


$25.00 $120.00 VOLUME 32, NO. 3 

$30.00 $140.00 May, 1996 


(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: Mo 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Mumismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Mumismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All mail relating to the VIR¬ 
GINIA NUMISMATIST, adver¬ 
tising therein, VNA member¬ 
ship, address changes, etc. 
should be sent to the secretary 
treasurer / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Thanks to all of the members, both individuals and clubs who have 
sent m their dues payments. The first check to arrive was from 
G endon Oldefendt, all the way out in Missoula, Montana. Many thanks 
Glendon your promptness is much appreciated. Thanks also to all who 
have paid in advance. To determine your dues status, check the mailinq 
label on the back coyer of this issue of the magazine. For regular 
members your name is followed by your membership number in four 
digds followed by a dash and a two digit number representing the year 
through which your dues are paid, according to VNA records. If you 
think that information is incorrect, please let me know; on the other 
hand, if you owe dues, please sit down now, write a check, and send it 
in while you’re thinking about it. 

. J wasdeeP'y touched by the many nice little notes that came in 
, WI ”! e ques checks. Thanks for the words of encouragement; it’s 
folks like you that make this job worthwhile. 

\/M/Pf Vera * inquiries ^ ave com e in from members who dropped out of 
VNA for a time and later rejoined. On rejoining they were assigned 
new membership numbers, and they would like to get back their 
original ones. VNA does not follow the policy of the ANA, which 
requires that dues of all of the intervening years be paid if an original 
membership number is to be reactivated. If you had an earlier VNA 
membership number, and would like to have it back, all you need to do 
is send me a note to that effect. There is, however, one catch, you will 
have to supply the number, as I do not hold any of the earlier records 

I hope that we are now caught up on all of the address changes that 
came in with the dues. As I write this on March 29, the March issue of 
the magazine has not yet arrived, but the copy and mailing labels 
went off to the printer early in February, a week before the dues 
notices were mailed. This means that I’m going to get a lot of returns, 
which will cost VNA 55 cents apiece. If your address changes, a timely 
postcard from you will enable me to keep the mailing list up to date, 
and will avoid a break in your magazine deliveries. 

So far this year quite a lot of nice material has been sent in for 
publication, for which I’m extremely grateful. Thanks to Page Mann, 
Tracy Walker and Bob Young for their contributions. Page, along with 
Weems McFadden and Merv Reynolds, also sent in some useful news 
clippings; again, thanks to all ! It is my aim to provide VNA’s 
members with a magazine that is both interesting and entertaining in 
a numismatic way. Doing this would be a snap if more of the vast store 
of knowledge and experience possessed by VNA members could be 
shared through publication. Think about that for a bit, and then get out 
your pencil and paper ahd start composing. You’ll be glad you did. 
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JOHN JAY PITTMAN 


1913-1996 

John Jay Pittman, internationally recognized numismatist, past 
president of the American Numismatic Association, and one of the 
Association’s most honored members, died in his sleep at his home in 
Rochester, N.Y., on February 17, 1996. 

Mr. Pittman was born in Virginia, received his education in North 
Carolina, and was a retired executive of the Eastman Kodak Co. 

He was instrumental in having the ANA charter renewed in 
perpetuity by Congress in 1962, and was one of the main forces in the 
establishment of the ANA Certification Service in 1971. He was also a 
leader in working for the passage of the Hobby Protection Act in 
1973, and the legislation authorizing circulating commemorative 
coins for the Bicentennial in 1976. The foregoing only scratches the 
surface of his accomplishments; listing all of his manifold 
contributions to the hobby in his more than fifty years of involvement 
with numismatics would fill several volumes the size of this one. 

Mr. Pittman was a member of numerous numismatic societies, 
including the Virginia Numismatic Association, of which he was life 
member number 25. 

He is survived by his wife, Gehring, a son, John J. Pittman, Jr., 
two daughters, Polly Roberts and Betsy Cook, and eleven 
grandchildren to all of whom the Virginia Numismatic Association 
extends heartfelt sympathy. 


CHARLES L. PAYOR 

1919-1996 

Mr. Charles L. Payor of Williamsburg, Virginia, died at his home 
on February 26 after a lengthly battle with brain cancer. 

A native of Detroit, Michigan, he moved to Williamsburg in 1984 
following his retirement after a 45 year career with the Ford Motor 
Co. He was a Navy veteran of world War II. 

Mr. Payor joined VNA in 1993 as member No. 1202, and was also 
a member of the Virginia Peninsula Coin Club. 

He is survived by his wife, Vera, two daughters, Paulette Parker 
and Nancy Payor, and three grandchildren. The Virginia Numismatic 
Association extends deepest sympathy to the Payor family. 
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ODDS & ENDS 


ANOTHER DEBT OF HONOR ? 

Thanks to alert readers, a considerable file of clippinqs has 
accumulated on the great Maryland securities and coin investments 
La f November the Maryland Securities Commissioner filed a 

9nH^nc nt MH 9amS J . Goldie ’ s Coin & Stam P Center, Inc., of Camp 
Springs, Md., and its president, Richard A. Scott, alleging that the 

firm, operating illegally as an investment advisor, had bough? and sold 
securities without a brokerage license, and had made 

tat -!-H nS by Quaranteeing rates of return on coin and stock 

PoSl r •' T o hl L 0CCur / ed a few da v s after November 2, when 

min inn zn *r ii^T ! ed for reor ganization, listing assets of $1 
million and liabilities of $6.7 million. 

B e,waen 1992 and 1995 ’ about 95 investors (I was about to 
J?!f suckers, but that would be unkind, wouldn’t it ?) placed some 

Join mill ' on . wlth ! he firm on the promise of a 15% annual return on 
? P ,nvestmen ! s > or a 30% return on stock investments. 
Where all that money went is still not clear, but it seems that some of 

WaM^triTt 9 T ,npS *?• la l Vegas and the Baha mas. As for the rest, as 
Wall Street plunger, Jim Fiske, was fond of saying, “It’s gone where 

wasirt )0 riMp ne t tW ; net i'' u Mr> Sc0tt ’ s attorne y has stated that the loss 
exacted* * fraud ’ bUt l ° investments tha t didn’t turn out as 

rion The pr ' acipal loser in thi s business is the noted novelist, Tom 
nS^S®!? 01 ' of auc h best-sellers as The Hunt For Red October and 
mnni Clanc y ha d invested $1.4 million of his own 

"l° h n ®y with Goldies, and another $500,000 on behalf of a private 
f n C v h p °°' ' n M ar y |a ud. Whether or not Mr. Clancy and his fellow 

h^t thPir rhln eVef f 5 ee any ° f their money again is s,il1 uncertain, 
but their chances of doing so appear to range from slim to none. 

T ^ h0le SOrdid affair have anything to teach us? you bet it 
th 0 he !' rst p ' ace > if y°u’re planning to invest a lot of money in 
coins he prudent thing to do would be to learn as much as you could 

anfrthinn 6 ?! bafore P*unging in. Second, if you are going to invest in 
Pomfl 9* or ? t0 ° muc h credence to glib verbal presentations. 
Remember all of the many pigeons, marks or suckers who bought a 
gold brick or the Brooklyn Bridge from some smooth-talking 
sharpster. The last and most important lesson of all, one which it is 
hoped that our members and readers have known all along, is simply 
this: if any deal seems to be too good to be true, it undoubtedly is. 

It s gomg to be quite a while before all’s said and done in this case; 
watch for further developments in future issues. 
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MORE ODDS & ENDS 


WHAT ABOUT THOSE NEW COINS ? 

There’s been nothing much in the news lately about the push for 
new designs for the circulating coinage, but efforts in that direction 
must be continuing . With all of the commissions, committees and 
pressure groups that are involved, the search for diversity may drag 
on for years. Here’s a suggestion for one denomination, the nickel. 
Let’s bring back the Indian Head nickel, but this time with a portrait 
of Pocahontas. Whatever decisions are made, there are bound to be 
objections, so let’s get on with it. Here’s another aspect of new coin 
designs that might cause difficulties. Will the release of a new design 
cause the public to withdraw and hoard the older pieces as potentially 
vavuable collector’s items ? That has never happened before, but in 
this age of unbridled greed it’s a distinct possibility. 

MONEY CARDS 

Every few years a new technological development comes along 
that’s heralded as a replacement for currency. The latest is a cash 
card that you can charge up with money from your bank account at an 
ATM machine. When you purchase something, the price is deducted 
from your card , provided the merchant has the necessary equipment. 
Although it is going to be a long time before this system replaces 
currency, it represents a tempting potential market. The German 
firm of Giesecke & Devrient, one of the world’s largest banknote 
printers, has entered the money card field, and has opened an office in 
Reston, Va. to promote this aspect of their business. 

MONEY, HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS 

The ANA, jointly with the PNG, has produced a 31 minute video 
program, Money, History In Your Hands, copies of which have been 
distributed to ANA member clubs. There’s just one small nit to be 
picked: the river that George Washington is supposed to have thrown 
the dollar across is the Rappahannock , not the Potomac, but overall 
it’s a great presentation, one with a special appeal to beginners. If the 
clubs will make an effort to disseminate it by lending their copies to 
other organizations to show, it will do much to promote our hobby. 
Also, it’s nice to know that someone in VNA had a part in this 
production. In the auction scene, we get a brief glimpse of Julian 
Leidman sitting on the front row, and his name is included in the 
credits at the end. We’re proud of you, Julian! 
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1996 VNA CONVENTION AND COIN SHOW 

Convention & coin show will be held September 28-29 
for th! ^ ,996 show' 'a"® 8 "’ 3 ' 1 ' H °' e ' M ° Lea "' ^ B ° UrSe ,able ra,es 

Regular: $175 Wall: $200 Corner $225 

Rn r J n | f °n ma A 0n ’ ( ? n l tac J Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 3902 
Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; ph. (703) 354-9544. 

CONVENTION ADS & PATRONS 

kQiKfllL 0 convention ,akin 9 an ad or being a patron in the July 
issue of the magazine. Cost of convention ads is: 

Full Page: $25 Half Page: $15 Quarter Page: $7.50 

A^ patr< ^ n llStin9 - C0 . sts onl V an inexpensive way to support VNA. 
rPfloh^hJ 33 ^ 11 llSt ' n p’ accompanied by a check payable to VNA, must 

i?m C o h h edlt °w ater than the last week of Ma y; send them to to: 
Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

p r °l^ y 1 t0 J 4 une J nominations will be open for the offices of 
k 1 ’ Secretary-Treasurer and four Directors. All candidates 
must be members in good standing. Names of candidates will appear in 
the July issue. Send nominations to: Robert M. New, PO Box 1124 
Roanoke Rapids, NC 27870; they must reach him by June 1, 1996. 

THE WALT MASON AWARD FOR 1996 

This award, established in 1988 to honor the memory of Walt Mason 
recognizes persons whose long-term contributions to our hobby have 
^hown the sanrie spirit of generosity, integrity and selflessness that 
mf! a ’ ways exhlblt ed. Nominations must be in letter form, and can be 
-1 ?H yon - e ' Nom,nees must have been numismatically active in 
.. i 1 y ' a "t.c area of Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Maryland the District of Columbia, Virginia and the Carolinas. The 
award will be presented at the VNA convention in September. 
Nominations must received by July 1. and should be sent to: 

The Walt Mason Fund, P.O. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 
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A RICHMOND SCRIP DISCOVERY 






Life member Tracy Walker of Charlottesville, Va., sent in color 
photocopies of the three illustrated notes (shown full size), with a 
request for any information about them that might be available, as 
they are not listed in the VNA book, Virginia Obsolete Paper Money. 

The issuer was C.G. Thompson, No.4 13th St. Richmond, Va., and 
the notes, which appear to be lithographs, are printed in overall 
color; the 6 1/4c is in dark gray, the 12 1/2c is in blue gray and the 
25c is in dull red. 





M>- 




ot. mn 1 - 


The Richmond City Directory for 
1856 lists C.G. Thompson as the 
proprietor of “Our House”, located on 
13th Street between Main and Cary 
Streets. Nothing can be found about what 
sort of business Our House was, but based 
on the name, we are probably safe in 
assuming that it was a saloon. 

Virginia Obsolete Paper Money does 
have one listing for Our House, No. PR60- 
621, a 10c note dated Feb. 1, 1862. This 
note, a conventional typeset production, 
gives the address as No. 4, 13th St., and is 
signed by Charles Hunt. Evidentally Hunt 
took over the business from Thompson 
some time between 1856 and 1862. 

The Thompson notes are not dated, and 
do not carry an imprint. A likely date for 
their production would be 1857, when a 
financial panic caused banks to suspend 
specie payments, with a resulting 
shortage of coins. However, at that time 
both state and municipal authorities 
looked with severe disfavor on any and all 
issues of private scrip, and it is quite 
likely that Thompson never placed any of 
his bills in circulation. If they had actually circulated, we could 
expext that at least a few of them would have turned up before now. 

Our House did not survive the Civil War for it was burned in the 
evacuation fire of April 3-4, 1865. C.G. Thompson lived for many 
years after the war. Records of Richmond’s Hollywood Cemetary show 
that Charles G. Thompson, age 86, a retired merchant, was buried 
there on March 12, 1898. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria. In March they held a member bourse, heard a speaker, served 

refreshments and topped it all off with an auction sale, The ACC has 99 
members. 


BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 


MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Tuesdays at the Bonanza 
Restaurant, 1525 East Rio Rd., Charlottesville, Va. 


PIEDMONT COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 4th Tuesdays at the 
Volunteer Fire Dept on John Redd Blvd., Collinsville, Va. 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In March they heard a 
talk by Bob Gaudlitz on Collecting in the Middle West in the ‘50s. In April 
they viewed the ANA video, Money, History in Your Hands. 


SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab Ctr 
Fishersville, Va. 


TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. In March they had a talk 
by Nick Leshkow on U.S. Commemorative Silver Coins, and in April they 
held a donated auction sale 


WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. The club’s new officers for 1996 are: Vice-Pres. Mike 
Zier, Secty. Emory Peters, Trees. Richard Foley, Sgt.-At-Arms Frank 
Palumbo; Directors are: Harry Manville, Mae Clark, John Fuller and Karl 
Hoke. In March they held a membership participation night with the theme, 
“How I got started in coin collecting”. 
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BILL “RAT MAN” TERRELL 


By Page Mann 

I met Bill Terrell back in 1984 at his home in Newport News; he 
was then 84 years old. He didn’t remember the actual date of his 
birth, so he always used January 1st as his birthday. He was born in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and moved to West Palm Beach, Florida, to live with 
his uncle when he was 15. He worked odd^jobs until 1944, when he 
moved to Newport News. 

This is where Mr. Terrell acquired his nickname “Rat Man”, in 
connection with a concession stand he ran at Bailey’s Beach. I have 
talked with a few old timers of the Hampto.n-Newport News Area, but 
none of them remembered Bailey’s Beach. Later he moved his 
concession stand to the Bay Shore section of Buckroe Beach. The resort 
was segregated in those days, with Bay Shore for blacks and Buckroe 
for whites. He tried to set up at Buckroe Beach, but could not because 
he is black. 

His concession stand featured a large horizontal wheel with holes 
about three inches in diameter around the outer edge. Colored lines 
were painted from the center out to each hole, and in the center was a 
wire cage containing a rat. Mr. Terrell would spin the wheel to get the 
rat dizzy, and would then release him from the cage. People would bet 
on which color hole the rat would run into. Each color had odds, 2 to 1, 
5 to 1, 10 to 1, etc. 

Mr. Terrell started out using dimes, but so many were taken from 
hin, he had tokens made. They were used the same as dimes, but didn’t 
disappear like the dimes did. 

There are two varieties of the Terrell tokens, listed in David 
Schenkman’s Virginia Tokens as 3660-010 and 3660-PI0. Both 
are of brass, and both are octagonal. Mr. Terrell did not remember 
which he had made first. These tokens were used until 1971 when 
Buckroe Beach closed down and the property was sold. I last talked 
with Mr. Terrell, but have since lost contact with him. 



BILL TERELL/NEWPORT/NEWS/VA. WILLIAM TERRELL 

Good for/10c/ In/ Merchandise Good For/1 Oc/ In/ Merchandise 
Brass, 24 mm Brass 23mm 
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STEAM LOCOMOTIVES ON COINS 
By Jim Ruehrmund 

Of all of the mechanical contrivances of the Industrial Age, none 
capptured the public’s fancy to the same degree the steam locomotive 
did. From their first introduction in England in the 1820s, right down 
to their retirement in the 1950s, they were seen as the very 
embodyment of power, and dignity as well, if a machine can be said to 
possess dignity. People always turned out to watch one pass, and the 
life s arnbition of many a small boy was to be a locomotive egineer. 
Although they were superceded a generation ago by the far more 
efficient, but prosaic looking diesels, the old fascination is still as 
strong as ever, and the appearance of a survivor, brought out of 
retirement for a special run, never fails to attract plenty of attention. 

We must wonder then why steam locomotives appeared so seldom 
on coins during their heyday. Maybe it just wasn’t fashionable to 
depict such things on coins. After all, ships weren’t often depicted, 
either, and stage coaches never, as far as I know. Although the 
numbers of banknotes, postage stamps, madals and tokens depicting 
locomotives are almost beyond counting, diligent search for coins 
issued before 1960 has turned up only three, all commemoratives. 

The first of these is the Austran 2 Vierein Thaler, KM-558, 
issued m 1857 to mark the opening of the Vienna - Trieste Railroad. 
The obverse carries the portrait of young Emperor Franz Josef, and 
on the reverse is the lighthouse at Trieste, with a locomotive on the 
left and a steamship on the right. With a mintage of only 1 644 
pieces, this one is a major rarity. 

Seventy nine years passed before another locomotive coin 
appeared, this time in Brazil. Their cupro-nickel 200 reis, KM 557, 
commemorating Brazil’s first railroad (completed in 1854), is a 
commemorative that actually circulated. The obverse has a facing head 
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of the Viscount de Maua, who must have been Brazil’s railroad 
pioneer, while the reverse features an antique locomotive. Issued for 
three years, 1936-37 and 38, with a total mintage of 14.5 million, 
it’s a coin that’s easy to obtain, and it’s also inexpensive. 



The last of the three, and my favorite locomotive coin, is the Mexican 
silver 5 pesos of 1950, KM 466. This was a one year issue, put out to 
commemorate the inauguration of Mexico’s Southeastern Railway. The 
locomotive on the obverse, easily the most spectacular of the three, 
has one small but important glitch, it’s not going anywhere because 
the engraver neglected to give it a tender. The reverse has the usual 
Mexican eagle and snake motif. Although only 200,000 pieces were 
issued, it is not a difficult coin to obtain. 



The foregoing are all the coins portraying locomotives that I’ve 
been able to discover. If any readers know of others issued prior to 
1960, I’d like to hear of them. 

In recent years, long after the demise of the steam locomotive, a 
number of countries , most notably Albania, Canada and Cuba, and 
probably others, have issued non-circulating commemoratives 
featuring locomotives. The Albanian piece, winner of Krause’s Coin of 
the Year Award in 1993, is particularly striking. Maybe steam 
locomotives are still used in Albania, but whether they are or not, 
these recent issues, despite their “legal tender” status, aren’t 
currency at all, but made to order collector’s items designed to tap the 
pocketbooks of hobbyists, and hence outside the scope of this article. 


Ref. Krause & Mishler, THE STANDARD CATALOG OF WORLD COINS 
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VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


©AVALOER COLLECTABLE' 


RICHARD B. COLTRANE 


POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money 9 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too ! 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.0 Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 






















SHOW CALENDAR 


JUN.14-16 BALTIMORE, MD 

Convention Center 


MARYLAND STATE 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC 


JUN. 21-23 MEMPHIS, TN 

Cook Conv. Center 


INTERNATIONAL PAPER 
MONEY SHOW 


AUG. 14-17 DENVER, CO 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


AUG. 23-25 DALTON, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 


BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


SEP.28-29 McLEAN, VA 

Westpark Hotel 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


SEP. 27-29 GREENSBORO, NC 
Village Green. 


NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


OCT. 10-13 PENNSAUKEN, NJ 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 


South Jersey Expo Center ASSOCIATION 



Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 


■ PAPER MONEY 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 



GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 
Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 

U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 

Aw^d/ * Ad/ * 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle, President 


119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 


Post Office Drawer 6127 | Newport News, VA 23606 

804-596-3183 






















THE CONFEDERATE MBR® 
NEWSLETTER 



fl Nem 6 Page Newsletter Published Quarterly In The Interest 

Of Cataloging The 


MEDALS, BADGES & AIBBONS 

of the 

UCU • SCU • UDC • MOSB 


♦ Pol 1, #1 NOLL) BEADV ♦ 

Subscription (4 issues): $12/year, $17 outside USB, payable to: 

Peter Bertram 
P.0. Boh 451421 
Atlanta, GH 31145 

(or send business size SRSE for free sample copy) 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 


BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Lists over 2500 tokens dating from the 1830’s to the 1950’s 
from over 400 Va. towns and cities, with hundreds of illustrations 

Hard bound, 238 pages, price $35.00 postpaid 
A 40% discount is given on orders for three or more books 

Send orders and requests for information to: 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 



















FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

J esse H. Martin.121 S.Centre St. Philipsburg.PA 16866:(8141 342-7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143(niaht1 __ 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, IJI, P.O. Box 626 
_Dun Lorina. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interest. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabauah. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19064-3707 _ 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: (8041 596-3183 _ 

WANTED: US military medals-named decorations, good conduct medals, rim 
numbered pre-WWII campaign medals, UDC medals, Civil Air Patrol medals 
Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Ma itland. FL 32751. _ 

FOR SALE: Group of 2700+ foreign coins, 1659-1985, fair to proof, 160+ 
countries, 54 + oz. silver content. 

Neville L. Bruah. 2460 Nace Rd. Troutville. VA 24175.(5401 992-2400 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Cinnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave. . Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED FOR MY PERSONAL COLLECTION: German & French coins from 
1944; must be unc. Will also consider unc 1944 coins of other countries 
Describe & Price. Robert Hawkins. PO Box 5173.Henderson. NC 27536 

FOR SALE: Unc. 1930 Iceland Parliament Commemorative 3 coin set in 
custom plastic case. Catalogs $295. Make offer. 

-Bay Havmaker.1151 Gross Pt. Dr. Huddleston.VA 24104. (7031 297-5898 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, ii 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 











MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 

Member of 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT ^ 
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The Virginia Numismatic Association 
Invites You To Its 

38th ANNUAL CONVENTION 

and 


COIN SHOW 



SEPTEMBER 28 - 29,1996 


TYSONS WESTPARK HOTEL 
McLean, Virginia 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


We Welcome Consignments! 


Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 


Autographs 


Stocks & Bonds 


Currency & Coins 


Diana Herzog 
Nuel Somosa 

Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
& for a FREE Brochure 


Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 


FAX 212-908-4047 


26 Broadway, Suite 271 
New York, NY 10004 


NY 212-943-1880 


































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

Va Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

V 2 Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 
Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 

(Mon-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 
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Minors without their parents 
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Mumismatic significance. 
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details. 

The Virginia Mumismatic 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 


Dear Friends, 

It’s almost convention time again, and it’s not too early to start 
making plans to attend. Your hotel reservation form is printed in this 
issue of the magazine. Cut it out and send it in so you’ll be sure of 
getting a room. 

An unforseen set of circumstances forced us to schedule the VNA 
Convention for the last weekend in September. Unfortunately, the 
North Carolina Numismatic Association will be holding their 
convention in Greensboro, N.C. that same weekend, which puts us in 
competition with each other. I truly regret that this has happened, and 
would like to assure all of our North Carolina friends that VNA will 
take steps to insure that this won’t happen again. 

Convention time also means election time. This year we’ll be 
electing a secretary-treasurer, and four directors, and your ballot is 
printed in this issue. Your vote is important, so please cut out the 
ballot, mark it and send it in. As in all volunteer organizations whose 
officers and directors serve without compensation, it’s becoming 
increasingly difficult to find people who are willing to serve. All of I 
the candidates have agreed to devote their time and effort to VNA. They 
deserve our support, which all of us can express by exercising our 
right to vote. u l 

This year our convention will feature two educational programs, 
to be presented on Saturday, and brought to us through the courtesy of 
the Washington Numismatic Society. Speakers will be WNS members 
Howard Daniel, III, and Hans Land, both of whom are also VNA 
members. 

I hope that lots of you are planning to enter exhibits this year. 
They’re an important part of any show, and they offer a fine 
opportunity to share your interests with others. Jim Beard, VNA’s 
veteran Exhibits Chairman, has retired; the new chairman is Henry 
Hawkins of Harrisonburg, Va., and he is the person you’ll need to 
contact regarding display cases and other aspects of exhibiting this 
year. 

Jim Beard merits a hearty vote of thanks from all of us for his 
mean years of devoted service as Exhibits Chairman. 

I hope to see you at the Westpark in September. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Steve Bennett 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


It seems that I almost always start this page with thanks to 
someone or other, but I assure you this isn’t a matter of mere form. 

I’m truly grateful to all of our VNA-minded members who have sent in 
convention ads and patron listings, along with checks. By May 22 all 
of the available ad space was taken up and paid for, which greatly 
eased the burden of getting out this issue. 

One of VNA’s life members, Steve Taylor of Dover Delaware, is a 
most notable numismatist who breathes, eats, sleeps and probably 
dreams numismatics. His check for an ad for Beulah and himself was 
accompanied by a nice note on paper made from recycled U.S. currency 
I wonder where he gets it. 

The stream of incoming dues checks slowed to a trickle, and ceased 
altogether in early May. Now comes the disagreeable part of my job: 
pruning the mailing list. It costs about $1.25 per copy to produce and 
mail the magazine, and continuing to send mailings to members who 
haven’t paid their dues constitutes a drain on the treasury. If you 
haven’t paid your dues, please do so. 

If your mailing label on this issue of the magazine has 
a red circle on it, it means that your name is about to be 
dropped from the mailing list for non-payment of dues, 
and this is the last issue you will receive, unless you pay 
up. 

In the year 1999, just three years from now, we will observe the 
fortieth anniversary of VNA’s founding. In the past significant 
milestones have been marked by special issues of The Virginia 
Numismatist; Don Roberts put out memorable special editions for the 
National Bicentennial in 1976 and the Yorktown Bicentennial in 
1981. VNA’s 40th certainly deserves a similar effort, and planning 
for it has already begun. What’s chiefly needed is about half a dozen 
significant articles. Don had a number of writers doing pieces for 
him, but in my time almost all of them have either died or quit 
writing, and few new writers have come along. As I’ve often said, the 
quantity of numismatic knowledge possessed by VNA members is 
phenomenal, and it’s a shame that so much of it has never been 
preserved in writing. 

I’m not enough of an optomist to expect that an appeal like this is 
going to bring in a flood of material, far from it; my plan is to send 
out personal requests to likely prospects. When you receive one, 
please don’t turn me down. 

Looking over the mailing list, I’m amazed at the number of VNA 
members I don’t know; hope I’ll get to meet a lot of you at the 
convention. JCR 
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VNA’s 38th ANNUAL CONVENTION - 1996 


The 1996 VNA Convention and Coin Show will be held Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 28 and 29, at the Tyson’s Westpark Hotel, 8401 

Westpark Dr., McLean, Va. To get there from 1-95, take 1-495 

(Washington, D.C. Beltway) west to exit 10 W, Leesburg Pike (Rt. 

7). Go 1.5 miles and turn right before the 6th stoplight. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Your hotel reservation card is printed on page 15. To 
be sure of getting a room, cut it out and send it in 

promptly. The room rate is $59.00 per night, single or double. 

VNA BUSINESS MEETING 

The quarterly meeting of the VNA Board of Directors will be held 
at 6:00 PM on Sat., Sept. 28 at the Tyson’s Westpark Hotel. Room 
location will be announced. Business will include certification of 
elections and plans for the 1997 convention. 

BOURSE TABLES 

Bourse table rates for the 1996 show are: 

Regular: $175 Wall: $200 Corner: $225 

Dealer setup time is 5 - 9:30 PM, Friday, September 27 

For more information, contact Bourse Chairman Keith Littlefield, 
3902 Rose Lane, Annandale, VA 22003; phone (703) 354-9544 

BOURSE 

The bourse will open to the public at 10 AM on both days of the 
show. Admission is free. Here’s a great opportunity to add some choice 
items to your collection, so be sure to visit all of the dealer’s tables. 

No insurance will be carried on bourse materials, but full time 
guard service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 

EXHIBITS 

Contact Exhibit Chairman, Henry E. Hawkins, Rt. 11, Box 190, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801; phone (703) 433-2223 to obtain entry 
forms and reserve space for your exhibit. Share your interests with 
others by mounting an exhibit. If you have display cases, please bring 
them with you. VNA does, however, have a limited number of cases 
which will be assigned on a first come first served basis. If you will 
need one or more cases, let Henry Hawkins know promptly. 

No insurance will be carried on exhibits, but full time guard 
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service will be maintained for the duration of the show. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

On Saturday afternoon, Sept. 28, at 2:00 PM two educational 
programs will be presented, through the courtesy of the Washington 
Numismatic Society. Hans Land will talk on Foreign Coins As Legal 
Tender in The U.S. Prior to 1857, and Howard A. Daniel, III will talk 
on Ho Chi Minh Trail Scrip. Both talks will be illustrated with 
slides, and room location will be posted at the registration desk. 

RAG PICKERS GET-TOGETHER 

The Rag Pickers, a.k.a. paper money collectors, will hold their 
annual meeting. at 9:00 PM Saturday evening: location will be 
announced. This traditional VNA event is always entertaining, even to 
those with only a slight interest in paper money, so plan to be there. 

AWARDS BREAKFAST 

The Awards Breakfast will be held at 8:00 AM on Sunday, the 
29th. As in the past, it will be a buffet costing about $8.00 per 
person. Reservations are not required. New officers will be installed, 
exhibit awards will be presented, and Len Harsel will present the 
1996 Walt Mason Award. This makes a great opener for the 
convention’s last day, so join your friends for breakfast at 8. 

MEMBERSHIP & DUES 

Membership application forms will be available at the 
registration desk. The dues paid by new members joining during the 
months of Sept. - Nov. cover membership through the end of 1997, so 
do make it a point to enlist at least one new member. Also, you can pay 
your 1997 dues of $8.00 at the registration desk, and save VNA the 
trouble and expense of sending you a bill next January. 

COME AND HAVE FUN 

Come to the Westpark the last weekend in September for fun and 
sociability. Living as widely separated as we do, the VNA Convention 
offers a rare once a year opportunity for collectors of similar 
interests to get together and compare notes (and coins). Bring your 
family with you. While you’re immersed in numismatics, they can 
find plenty of interesting and entertaining things to do, for the 
Northern Virginia - Washington, D.C. area offers great shopping, and 
memorable restaurants are numerous. Museums, historic sites and 
other tourist attractions, like the Washington Zoo, abound. There’s 
something here to please everyone, or at least nearly everyone, so 
come to McLean and join in the fun. 
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38th ANNUAL CONVENTION 


of the 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday, September 27 

5:00 - 8:00 PM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers Only 

Saturday, September 28 

9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Open to General Public. 

2:00 PM - Educational Program by Hans Land 
3:00 PM - Educational Program by Howard A. Daniel 
6:00 PM - Bourse Room Closed to All 
6:15 PM - Meeting of the VNA Board 
9:00 PM - Rag Pickers Get-Together 

Sunday, September 29 

8:00 AM - Awards Breakfast 
9:00 AM - Bourse Room Open to Dealers 
10:00 AM - Bourse Open to General Public 
5:00 PM - Bourse Closes - Convention Closes 

****************** 


AWARDS BREAKFAST PROGRAM 


INVOCATION 

WELCOME and INTRODUCTION.STEVE BENNETT 

BREAKFAST 

PRESENTATION of EXHIBIT AWARDS.HENRY E. HAWKINS 

PRESENTATION of WALT MASON AWARD.LEN HARSEL 

INSTALLATION of OFFICERS.STEVE BENNETT 
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VNA THANKS THE FOLLOWING PATRONS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE 1996 CONVENTION 


Ginnie & Sam Aldridge 

Gene Lunsford 

Dave & Theresa Armstrong 

Page Mann 

Jim & Marge Beard 

Duane McSmith 

Steve & Yoko Bennet 

Space Neal 

Alan Blair 

Bob & Myrt New 

Brandon Blake 

Jim & Elsie Ruehrmund 

Neville & Grace Brugh 

Jessica E. Ruehrmund 

Mike Capen 

Shauna R. Ruehrmund 

Neal A. Chiappa 

Sophie S. Ruehrmund 

Bob Custer 

Stevie S. Ruehrmund 

Guy DeWolf 

Jerry & Ruthie Schmidt 

Ed Efford 

David S. Scott 

Bob Gaudlitz 

Edward T. Scott 

Barbara Hannah 

Jane N. Scott 

Billy Hannah 

Milton Silvert 

Forest Hannah 

Guy R. Swanson 

Frank Hannah 

Ted & Evie Tarr 

Marge Hannah 

Beulah & Steve Taylor 

Len Harsel 

David W. Washburn 

Henry & Loretta Hawkins 

Susan S. Washburn 

Dell & Ray Haymaker 

Bob Walter 

Keith & Ellen Littlefield 

Larry White 

Katie Littlefield 

Bill Wilkerson 

Sam Littlefield 

Emmett Yonce 


IN MEMORIAM 

THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION MOURNS 
THE PASSING OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS 

ROBERT J. BRENNAN CHARLES L. PAYOR 

1928 - 1996 1919 - 1996 

JOHN J. PITTMAN MCDONALD WELLFORD 

1913 - 1996 1913 - 1995 
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BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION’S CONVENTION 

The BRNA will hold its annual convention and show from Fri., 
Aug.23 to Sun., Aug. 25 at the Northwest Georgia Trade Center in' 
Dalton, Ga. (Exit 136 from 1-75). They’ll have 150 dealers, and the 
event will also feature exhibits and educational programs. For further 
information, contact Halbert Carmichael, P.O. Box 5625, Raleigh, NC 
27650. It’s going to be a gala affair, so plan to attend. 

BRNA BOURSE CHAIRMAN SYMPOSIUM 

At its convention in August the BRNA will hold a symposium for 
bourse chairmen and other representatives of organizations spons¬ 
oring conventions. The idea, originated by Al Boulanger, Terry Hess 
and Judith Murphey, was adopted by the BRNA board, and the meeting 
will be held at 9:00 am on Sunday, Aug.25. It is hoped that the 
exchange of ideas will lead to improved coin conventions, better 
meeting the needs of collectors, dealers and exhibitors alike. Those 
wishing to participate will need to pre-register by sending a SASE to: 
BRNA Bourse Symposium, P.O. Box 692, Centerville, OH 45441. 

SHORT SNORTERS 

A letter from Mr. Norman G. Marks of Myerstown, PA, who read in 
Numismatic News an account of Bob Young’s article on his Short 
Snorter in VNA's March issue. 

“I was intrigued with the article, as I have one such $1.00 
Hawaiian bill. 

The extremely interesting fact of my bill is that one of the 
signatures is of J.P. Kennedy. My bill has signatures on both sides, of 
which most are different, except that the apparent main person was a 
Lt. Costello, U.S.N., who has his name and rank typed on the edge of 
both sides. Also, each side of my bill has typed the dates and also the 
destinations. 

I would appreciate your informing any persons within your 
Association who are interested in Short Snorters, as they may 
possibly know the whereabouts of one or some of the men whose names 
are on the bill. I further believe that I possibly have a valuable 
winner in this bill, because of the J.P. Kennedy signature. The dates, 
incidentally, are 1943. “ (signed) Norman G. Marks 

352 King Street 
Myerstown, PA 17067 
Tel. (717) 866-5612 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 

Applicant Sponso r 

Robert W. Tharpe, Charlottesville, Virginia.J. Tracy Walker 

D.A. Perry, Montpelier, Virginia....Dave Ripley 

Hans Land, Washington, D.C.Jim Ruehrmund 

Ben Grimm, Rapidan, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

IT’S VF, BUT IS IT NUMISMATIC? 

From The Richmond Times Dispatch, May 23, 1996. The May 31, 
Sale by Early American Numismatic Auctions, Inc, of Long Beach, 
Calif., will offer a novel “numismatic” item, Charles Manson’s 
Fingerprint Card. Described in the catalog as: “Ventura County Arrest 
Card Signed ‘Charles Manson’, 8x8 inch manila card stock, text 
printed in black, with Manson’s own fingerprints boldly visible and 
intact...Very Fine”. This gem was expected to bring between $2,000 
and $2,500. Are comments necessary? 

THE NEW $100 BILLS HAVE BEEN COUNTERFEITED 

In May the Richmond Office of the U.S. Secret Service reported a 
sudden influx of counterfeits if the new $100 notes, foisted off on fast 
food restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores and discount 
outlets in Chesterfield Co., Petersburg and Hopewell. At first glance 
the fake bills look O.K., but they have obvious deficiencies which store 
clerks must learn to look for. They lack both the watermark portrait 
of Franklin and the security thread found in genuine notes. The green 
“100” at lower right is not printed in color shift ink, and all of them 
have serial number AE31554916A. It is claimed that the new notes 
are impossible to counterfeit: but fakes will continue to pass as long 
as recipients remain ignorant of the security features. 

RECRUIT A JUNIOR MEMBER 

At the present time VNA has only about ten junior members. Dues 
for junior members (under 18) are only $2.00, so if you know any 
young collectors, please make it a point to propose them for 
membership. These young people are our hope for the future. 
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COLLECTING RICHMOND, VA. NOTES OF 1862 

By Jim Ruehrmund 

Following the passage on March 29, 1862 by the Virginia General 
Assembly of a law authorizing cities, towns and counties to issue 
currency in denominations of less than $1, The Richmond City Council 
moved promptly to create a fractional currency to replace the 
numerous private issues then circulating in the city. On April 14 they 
passed an ordnance authorizing the issue of $300,000. The ordnance, 
as amended on May 14, provided for the following denominations and 
quantities of notes: 


75c denomination, 
60c denomination, 
50c denomination, 
30c denomination, 
25c denomination, 
10c denomination, 


$100,000, 133,333 notes 
$50,000, 83,333 notes 
$60,000, 120,000 notes 
$30,000, 100,000 notes 
$40,000, 160,000 notes 
$20,000, 200,000 notes 


The notes do not carry an imprint, but City Council records show 
that the printing was done by two firms. These were Ritchie & 
Dunnevant at 12th and Main Streets, and George W. Gary, a former 
Ritchie & Dunnevant employee, who had set up his own business at 9th 
and Main. The record is silent as to which denominations each firm 
printed, but the notes themselves provide clues. Based on style and 
format the issue can be divided into two distinct groups. 


GROUP 1. 10c, 25c and 30c denominations 
The layout of these three denominations is the same. Each differs 
from the others only in the style of type used for the denomination, 
city name and left end ornament. Diligent search has failed to turn up 
any printing varities, except for several slight variations in spacing. 
All are printed on one sort of white paper, and the work is uniformly 
neat. The 460,000 notes of this group comprise 58% of the total 
issue. 

The uniformity, neatness and quantity of the notes in Group 1 
point to their having been the work of Ritchie & Dunnevant, a large 
and well equipped shop, which was the official printer for the Virginia 
State Government. 


GROUP 2. 50c, 60c and 75c denominations 
The notes of this group also display a kinship that indicates a 
common origin. They share a similar, although not identical, format 
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which is different from that of Group 1. Printing varieties exist in all 
three denominations, and four kinds of paper were used. There is 
frequent evidence of sloppy work, such as gutterfolds, offset 
impressions on the backs, and even inked fingerprints. This group, 
totaling about 366,666 notes or 42% of the whole issue, was 
probably printed by Gary. 

Group 1 Group 2 
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Although the notes of this issue aren't particularly attractive, 
they are still common and quite collectable. A basic set consisting of a 
single specimen in very fine or better condition of each of the six 
denominations can be acquired at almost any show for under $100. 
That’s pretty astounding in itself... ten years ago the same six notes 
could be had for less than $20. The basic collection can then, if 
desired, be expanded to printing varieties. Catalog numbers are from 
the Jones-Littlefield book Virginia Obsolete Paper Money. 

In the 10c (TR06-04), 25c (TR06-07) and 30c (TR06-08) 
denominations, there are no printing varieties, but if you seek com¬ 
pleteness you’ll need specimens of the two 25c counterfeits (TR06- 
07A), one with Upham’s imprint in the bottom margin, and another 
with FAC-SIMILE REBEL SHINPLASTER in the left margin. If you 
manage to find them, you’ll pay considerably more for them than you 
did for the first six put together. 

The 50c has two printing varieties, with the bundle of three 
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arrows pointing either right (TR06-10) or left (TR06-11). The 
arrows left variety is the scarcer of the two, but it’s far from rare. 

The 60c notes offer four printing varieties: 

1. (TR06-13) Upper case letters in the city name and date are 2 
mm high. Numerals and letters for 60 60 and SIXTY CENTS are 
ornaie, thus: SX3£TV CEWTS 


2. (TR06-12) Like No.1, but has the error “baarer” in place of 
“bearer”. 

3. (TR06-13) Like No.1, but upper case letters in the city name 
and date are 1.5 mm high. 


4. (TR06-14) Upper case letters in the city name and date are 
1.5 mm high. Numerals and letters for 60 60 and SIXTY CENTS are 
plain like this: ^ -j- C E 3NT T St 


The only printing variety in the 75c notes (TR06-15) is a very 
minor one: In the serial number block the “N” in “No.” comes both 
with and without a flourish at its top. 

Adding the printing varieties has expanded the collection from six 
notes to thirteen. Now, if you’re still not satisfied, you can start 
looking for the paper varieties. 

Only one kind of plain white paper was used for the 10c, 25c and 
30c notes. The 50c ones are found on two kinds of paper: plain white 
and thin pinkish. In addition to plain white and thin pinkish paper, the 
60c and 75c notes are also found on watermarked paper and on the 
blank backs of unissued bank notes. The watermarked variety, 
mentioned in Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, is rare. 

If you’ve come this far your collection has grown to 30 pieces 
(variety 4 of the 60c is found only on the backs of bank notes). Now 
comes the final challenge: collecting all of the bank note pieces. You 
already have six of them, but you’ll need to collect 29 more, for there 
are 35 of them in all, three 70c and four 60c notes for each of the 
five banks. 

The bank note sheets were obtained by the city authorities from 
the State Treasurer’s office, where they had been sent to be 
countersigned and registered, and for various reasons were never 
returned to the banks for issue. The banks were: 

The Bank of Manassa at Front Royal 

The Merchants And Farmers Bank at Clarksburg 

The Bank of Roanoke at Salem 

The Rappahannock Bank at Tappahannock 

The Bank of Weston at Weston 

The uncut sheets of bank notes, all products of the American Bank 
Note Co., measured 14 3/4 inches high by 7 inches wide. All were 
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Layout of notes printed on bank note reverses 

composed of four notes, three of $5 and one of $10, with the latter at 
the bottom. The sheets were cut crosswise from 5 to 5 1/2 inches 
from the top, and the upper portion was used to print three 75c notes, 
placed at right angles to the bank note designs. 

The lower part of the sheet was used for 60c notes. It was large 
enough to accommodate four, a basic setting of three with an additional 
one (var.4, TR06-14), placed at right angles to the others. As 
mentioned earlier, Variety 4 occurrs only on the backs of banknotes, 
and all have portions of a $10 bill on their backs. 

If you’ve managed to obtain all of the items enumerated above, 
your collection, if my calculations are correct, now totals 59 pieces. 
To assemble it you will have expended plenty of time and effort, and a 
not inconsiderable sum in cash, but the fun of searching for elusive 
items, and the satisfaction in finding them, and finally completing the 
collection will make the project well worth your while. 

Now, let’s consider the banknotes used for the Richmond bills. 
Signed and issued notes of the Bank of Manassa, The Merchants & 
Farmers Bank and the Bank of Weston exist, but they are very scarce. 
No genuine issued examples of the notes of the Rappahannock Bank and 
the Bank of Roanoke are known, and it appears that all, or nearly all, 
of these notes are only to be found today on the backs of the Richmond 
shinplasters. 

The rarity of all of the bank notes has in recent years given rise to 
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the pernicious practice of reconstructing them by taping three 60c or 
75c Richmond notes together to recover the bank note design, and then 
trimming off the edges. The $5 notes can be reconstructed completely, 
but with the $10s, a sizeable portion of the right end is always 
missing, having been trimmed off and discarded in 1862. 

This is an act of numismatic vandalism that is to be condemned in 
the strongest terms. It makes no sense at all to destroy three or four 
bona fide antiques in order to make a single spurious one. One should 
never, never, do anything to old currency that is irreversable , and 
using tape on notes should always be a no no; if you must fasten them 
together, use glue that is water soluble, and can be removed later. As 
for trimming, it’s beyond the pale. If you wish to reconstruct the bank 
notes, the best way is to place the Richmond notes in proper alignment 
on a backing and hold them in place with a card frame or mat. 

Never forget that we are only the temporary custodians of these 
objects, and we have a moral obligation to preserve them undamaged 
for future generations. 

Sources: 

RICHMOND AT WAR ,Minutes of the City Council, 1861-65, Edited by 
Louis H. Manarin, University of North Carolina Press, 1961 
VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY, R.Jones & K.Littlefield, 1992. 


Compliments of the 


RICHMOND COIN CLUB 

ESTABLISHED 1940 


The Richmond Coin Club meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M. at the 
Signet Bank Building, 7 North Eighth Street, 
Richmond, Va. 


Visitors are always welcome 
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The Tysons 


^j^estpark Hotel 


8401 Westpark Drive 
McLean, VA 22102 


The Tysons Westpark Hotel has made the following arrangements for your group: 


(800) 533-3301 
(703) 734-2800 


DATE: 

NAME: 

RATE: 

CUT-OFF DATE: 


Please reserve 


room(s) for 


September 27 - 29 / 1996 
Virginia Numismatic Room Block 
$ 59.00 Single/Double 
September 13 / 1996 
_persons. Arrival Date_:- 


Depart Date 


CHECK-OUT TIME IS 12:00 NOON 


Reservations to be made in the name of:- 

First Name 



Last Name 


Street Address City State Zip Code 

IMPORTANT: If you would like to guarantee your reservation to be held after 4:00 pm, please enclose a deposit to cover your first 
night’s stay OR complete the following to guarantee with a credit card: 


Credit Card Number Exp. date Card Holders Signature 

Please note, with guaranteed reservations, that you will be charged for one night's stay if you do not show «P « cancrt your^reserva¬ 
tions by 4:00 pm on the day of arrival. Any reservations requested after the cutoff date above, will be subject to space availab ty. 































VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc.). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (inch tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 











ELECTION OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS, 1996 

********************** 


The slate of candidates below was reported by the Nominating 
Committee for offices whose terms expire in September, 1996. All of 
the candidates are members in good standing, and all have agreed to 
serve. 


ALL MEMBERS ARE URGED TO SUPPORT OUR 
ASSOCIATION BY 

EXERCISING THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE. 

Please cut out the ballot and mail it to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, Sec.-Treas. 

712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 


1996 OFFICIAL BALLOT 

For the term 1996-1998 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

OFFICERS 

Secretary-Treasurer Jim Ruehrmund, Richmond, Va. □ 
piRFOTORS (vote for four) 

Michael Capen, Williamsburg, Va. 1=1 

Robert J. Custer, Amherst, Va. *— 

Henry E. Hawkins, Harrisonburg, Va. D 

Robert M. New, Roanoke Rapids, N.C. 
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Regular $8.00 / year Junior $2.00 / year Club $10/year 


VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Make checks payable to VNA and mail to: 

Jim Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd„ Richmond, VA 23220 


Name _ 

Add ress._ 

City._ 

Collecting Specialty_ 

Sponsored by_ 

Applicant’s Signature. 

Date Received_ 

No. Assigned 


State_Zip. 


.VNA No.. 


.Date Approved. 
.Dues Received. 


ARE YOU A VNA MEMBER ? 

IF NOT, USE THIS APPLICATION FORM AND JOIN 
AT THE CONVENTION 

THE $8 DUES OF NEW MEMBERS WHO JOIN 
AT THE CONVENTION PAY FOR MEMBERSHIP 
TO THE END OF 1997 

THE COST OF A LIFE MEMBERSHIP IS $100 
YOU CAN APPLY AFTER 1 YEAR'S REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
THE SECRETARY 

IF YOU ARE ALREADY A MEMBER, USE THIS FORM 
OTSIGN UP A FRIEND 
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FOR ALL 
YOUR 

PRINTING NEEDS 


• 911 "G" STREET 

• HAMPTON, VIRGINIA 23661 

• (804) 244-6800 

• FAX: (804) 247-9431 

• 1-800-292-2091 






SOME THOUGHTS ON A GRUBBY NOTE 


Richmond notes are found in all grades of preservation, ranging 
from pristine uncirculated to unbelievably grubby. Most endured a lot 
of circulation, and took on a brown color from the oil and dirt on 
people’s hands. They became torn and ragged, and often fell apart. 
When that happened, holders stuck them onto backing, made of any 
kind of paper they could obtain, and passed them on. 

The illustrated 50c note is a prime example. With about 20% 
missing, and the rest torn and dirty, they don’t come much grubbier. 
It’s also an example of “adversity usage” which our philatelist 
friends enjoy, but currency in this condition has few devotees. I don’t 
remember where I got it, and doubt that I paid much for it, but the 
backing caught my eye. It’s part of a page torn out of a spelling book 
called THE SCHOLAR’S GUIDE , and provides food for thought. We like 
to think that progress in science and technology over the past 134 
years makes us superior to the folks of 1862, but how many of 
today’s school kids at any level know the meaning of and can spell such 
words as “luminary” and “necromancy”? Not many, I’ll wager. Those 
19th Century Virginians also had high standards in manners, 
morality, and discipline, not always realized in practice, it’s true, 
but still practiced at a far higher level than we find around us today. 
Don’t sell them short; their society had something that ours has lost. 
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Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 


■ PAPER MONEY 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 


NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 



GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 



BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 



MODERN COIN INC. 


212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23210 

PHONE (8041 643-0005 - HOURS 10.15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 

















MORE LOCOMOTIVES 


Following the article about locomotives on coins in the May issue, 
there’s been no news on further locomotive coins, but here are two 
additional numismatic items featuring locomotives. 

The first is a medal designed to be worn. While commemorative 
medals with locomotives are numerous, wearable ones are decidedly 
scarce. This one is Turkish, and was given for service in the 
construction of the Hejaz Railroad between 1900 and 1908. There’s 
an elegant locomotive on the obverse, and above it is the tugra, or 
monogram, of Sultan Abdul Hamid II. The reverse has an elaborate 
inscription in Ottoman Turkish which translates to: 


SPECIAL MEDAL FOR ZEALOUS SERVICE ON THE HEJAZ RAILWAY 





The medal is 30 mm in diameter, and is 
struck in nickel; the ribbon is light green. 
Gold and silver ones were also issued; they are 
rare, but if you visit Istanbul, you can view a 
gold one on display in the Topkapi Museum. 

The Hejaz Railroad ran from Damascus, in 
modern Syria, to Medina in the Hejaz, today 
part of Saudi Arabia, but at the time of the 
line’s completion in 1908, the whole 
territory was still part of the Ottoman 
Empire. If you saw the film Lawrence of 
Arabia, this was the railroad that Lawrence 
and the Arabs blew up so many times in 
World War I. They wrecked it so thoroughly 
that it was never rebuilt. 

The next item is a 24 mm token in cupro nickel, dated 1892, and 
featuring a very interesting little tank engine. It was acquired in 
Ankara, Turkey, in 1961, but the inscription is in Greek and reads: 
rENlKH ETAIPIA EPrOAH'FlQN, which my old friend in Norfolk, the 
late Gus Maroules, translated many years ago as : GENERAL 
MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 



The reverse has only a large 1 in a beaded circle 
which no doubt represents the denomination of one 
drachma. How it got to Ankara is a question that 
probably will never be answered, and there’s no 
telling where it was issued. Greece seems the 
logical choice, but a century ago Turkey, too, had a 
large and enterprising Greek population. Whatever 
its origin, it certainly has a great locomotive. 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 


JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CENTRAL VIRGINIA COIN & JEWELRY EXCHANGE 


U.S. & Foreign Coins & Stamps, Estate Jewelry 
Gold & Silver Bullion, Diamonds, Vintage Watches 




119 1/2 West Main Street 
P. O. Box 553 
Charlottesville. VA 22903 
(804) 979-9172 
Fax: (804) 979-GOLD 


ANA 

VNA 

NGC 


Larry Engle. President 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 


We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock 
Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 



News, VA 23606 


804-596-3183 











‘BLll'E ‘%1‘DQ‘E ^SlMlSSVtimC 
ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 
AND COIN SHOW 

10 - 6 Fri Aug 23, 1996 
10 - 6 Sat Aug 24, 1996 
10 - 3 Sun Aug 25, 1996 

Northwest Georgia Trade Center 
Dalton GA 
Just off 1-75 

The South's Fastest Growing 
Coin Show 

150 Dealers Buying and Selling 
Exhibits 

Educational Program 
Youth Program 
Specialty Club Meetings 





NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria. In May they held a member bourse and an auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In June they held an 
auction sale. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. At their banquet in May 
they installed the following new officers: Pres. Dr. Tom Sale, Vice Pres. 
Rick Cubbins, Sec.-Treas. Dr. Jim Harmon, Sgt.-at-Arms Andy A. Smith 
and Governors Dr. Bob Dail, Jim Ross, John W. Gearhart and Merv Reynolds 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets monthly, on 3rd Tuesdays at 
the Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, D.C. In May members brought in numismatic items, with the 
theme “Why this is my favorite numismatic item”. In June they held an 
auction sale. The WNS does not meet in the months of July and August. 


GAVALQEIR COLLECTABLES 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 








PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
ALAN BLAIR 


WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOSTAUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. THE NEXT SALE IS SEPT.22. 
WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG 



OUAl**D AUCTIONEER 


5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 
RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 


AJan Blair 
Va. A. R. a 000627 



BEST WISHES 
TO THE 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
FOR A VERY SUCCESSFUL SHOW 
COMPLIMENTS 
OF 

THE SALEM COIN CLUB, INC. 







SHOW CALENDAR 


JULY 12-14 NEW CAROLLTON , MD 
Ramada Inn 

AUG. 3-4 VIENNA, VA 

Community Center 

AUG. 14-17 DENVER, CO 


AUG. 23-25 DALTON, GA 

NW Ga. Trade Center 

SEP.28-29 McLEAN, VA 

Westpark Hotel 

SEP. 27-29 GREENSBORO, NC 
Village Green 

OCT. 10-13 PENNSAUKEN, NJ 

South Jersey Expo Center 


METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

NORTHERN VA. COIN 
AND STAMP SHOW 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


HENRY HAWKINS 


Rt. 1, Box 190 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(703) 433-2223 


************* 

Collector of Merchant Tokens from Harrisonburg and 
Rockingham County, CSA Depository Receipts from 
Harrisonburg, National Currency from Harrisonburg and 
Broadway, Obsolete from Harrisonburg and Rockingham 
County 
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Compliments of 




TROUTVILLE, VIRGINIA 
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IN MEMORY OF 
OF 

ROBERT JAMES BRENNAN 

1928-1996 


A true friend, enthusiastic numismatist and 
loyal member of the Virginia Numismatic 
Association and the Richmond Coin Club 


MY INTERESTS ARE: 

MINOR COINS OF THE WORLD 

From 1600 to 1965 

those coins used and appreciated by the 
citizens of the country of issue 
I have NO interest in “investor” coins 

If you have similar interests, drop me a line 

DUANE McSMITH 

Past President, VNA 
P.O. Box 453, Norge, VA 23127 
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A Most Sincere and Hearty Welcometo all who attend VNA’s 
Thirty Eighth Annual Convention 
from 

Ginnie Aldridge 

Past President 

Virginia Numismatic Association 


COMPLIMENTS OF 

BEULAH and STEVE TAYLOR 

DOVER, DELAWARE 


WANTED: VIRGINIA 

TOKENS and MILK BOTTLE CAPS 

PAGE MANN 

P.O. BOX 1684, WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23187-1684 
Telephone (804) 220-2077 

—IAMS(LM) VNA(LM) ATCO RWBBH Ml 

BEST WISHES FOR A GREAT CONVENTION 

and 

HAPPY COLLECTING 

LARRY WHITE 

Life Member 35 
LIBERTY CENTER, OHIO 
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Compliments of 


ffijMd ©AlPiM 


WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 
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N & W SALVAGE, INC. 

Salvage and Surplus Merchandise Bought and Sold 
NEAL A. CHIAPPA, PRESIDENT 
319 W. Williamsburg Road, Sandston, VA 23150 
804-737-0279 FAx 737-0348 

VNA LM 65 ANA 70383 NCNA 786 

Yonce’s Coins 

5411 Williamson Rd. (Happy’s) 

Roanoke, VA 24012 

Thursday thru Sunday 9 - 4 

Emmett Yonce Phone 540-362-4437 


BEST WISHES TO VNA 

FROM 

JIM and ELSIE RUEHRMUND 

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

WILLIAMSBURG COIN & STAMP 

* Coins * Supplies * Baseball Cards * 

* Medals & Decorations * Stamps * Etc.* 

323B Penniman Rd., Williamsburg, VA 
Telephone (804) 229-5544 

OPEN MON DA YS, WEDNESDA YS & FRIDA YS 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


===== We Welcome Consignments! — ■ 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 


Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
— & for a FREE Brochure = 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 



26 Broadway, Suite 271 

FAX 212-908-4047 New York, NY 10004 NY 212-943-1880 


wiriA’p'r 



































ADVERTISING RATES 


Size 

Va Page 
Vi Page 
Full Page 
Inside Front or 
Back Cover 
Outside Back 
Cover 


1-Time 1-Year 

$ 9.00 $ 42.50 
$14.00 $ 65.00 
$20.00 $ 95.00 

$25.00 $120.00 

$30.00 $140.00 


THE 

YIMIHIA 

NUMISMATIST 

VOLUME 32, NO. 5 
September, 1996 


(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


What has VNA done for me, or for the hobby in general, and why 
should I stay in it, or why should I join it in the first place ? These 
are questions I hear from time to time, and I must admit that I have no 
pat answers. As a relative newcomer to the organization (I joined in 
1980), I can relate my own experiences, but perhaps others have 
higher expectations than I do. I belong to quite a few organizations, and 
have found that what one gets out of any organization is directly 
proportional to what one puts in. 

Through VNA I’ve become acquainted with fellow collectors with 
interests similar to mine, and have learned a lot from them. VNA 
membership offers a brand of fellowship that’s not found elsewhere, 
but you have to seek it out. I know of no better place to do this than the 
VNA convention. 

We also hold an annual coin show. Nowadays that’s no big deal; 
there’s a coin show somewhere almost every weekend, and some of 
them are truly gigantic. We can never stage a really large show on the 
same scale as they can, for example, in Baltimore, but, for me at 
least, the VNA show is a very special event, for I find more to collect 
there, and enjoy it more than most of the much larger shows I have 
occasion to attend. 

As is obvious, we publish a magazine six times a year. I’m too 
close to that aspect of VNA to offer any comments, except to note that it 
is their only contact with the association for many members who live 
far from Virginia ( we have members in 23 states), and it would be a 
much better publication if we could get more member participation. 
It strikes me as strange that some people will sit and type for hours at 

a computer on the internet, but can’t bring themselves to use that 

same computer to print something on a piece of paper and send it 
through the mail. 

What about VNA's long-term contributions to the hobby? Well, if 
VNA were to vanish tomorrow, its monument would be the 

publications it has issued over the past thirty years. With the late 

Charlie Affleck’s The Obsolete Paper Money of Virginia, Dave 
Schenkman’s Virginia Tokens, Doug Ball’s Confederate Interim 
Depository Receipts and Richard Jones’es and Keith Littlefield’s 
Virginia Obsolete Paper Money, VNA and its members have added 
substantially to the fund of numismatic knowledge, and have made that 
knowledge available to the numismatic community at large. How many 
other state associations of whatever size can say the same ? 

Instead of moaning about what’s wrong with VNA, let’s cherish the 
things that are right with it, and exert ourselves to make it better. 
JCR 
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VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 

The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


Applicant Sponsor 

Parry Bragg, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

James Gold, Midlothian, Virginia (Jr. Member).Jim Ruehrmund 

Patrick Gold, Midlothian, Virginia (Jr. Member.Jim Ruehrmund 

Edward Hacke, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

John S. Ruggiero, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Milton Silvert, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP CARDS 

Back in the 1960s VNA procured 100 metal membership cards for 
life members, which were issued with the member’s name and 
number engraved on them. Life members who have not received their 
cards can obtain them by notifying the secretary. Please allow a 
couple of months for delivery, as I want to take all of them to the 
engraver in one batch. 


NEW ZIP CODES 

As of July 1 the postal authorities changed a number of zip codes 
in Virginia, California, Florida, and possibly other states as well. The 
Va. changes were mostly in Northern Va. VNA received a printout of 
the changes, and the mailing list has been corrected, but if your zip 
has changed, please check the address label on this issue to be certain 
that the change has been entered; if it’s not correct, please let the 
sect'y. know. Send a note or card, or call (804) 358-0525. 

UPDATE ON THE $100 COUNTERFEITS 

In June the Richmond Times Dispatch reported that an arrest had 
been made in the case of the of counterfeits of the new $100 Federal 
Reserve Notes reported in the July issue. The accused is a Prince 
George County man who was out on bond awaiting sentencing following 
his conviction last January for making and passing counterfeit $20 
bills. Here’s a good example of a guy who didn’t know when to let well 
enough alone. Both the earlier 20s and the more recent 100s, made 
with a color scanner, were not really top grade products, but they 
were readily accepted by unwary store clerks. 
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LIFE MEMBERSHIP FOR CLUBS 

At its meeting on July 13, the VNA Board voted to accept life 
membership applications from clubs at the same rate ($100) that 
applies to individuals. If your club would like to become a life member 
send the secretary a note to that effect along with a check for $100. 

HAVE YOU VOTED ? 

If you haven’t voted in the 1996 VNA election, there’s still time to 
do it. Clip the ballot out of the July issue and send it in as an 
endorsement of the candidates, all of whom have volunteered to devote 
a portion of their time to the service of VNA. 

COPYRIGHTS 

The editor often encounters in other publications interesting items 
that he would like to reprint, but all too often the material is covered 
by copyright, and cannot be reprinted without permission. Obtaining 
permission can be an exasperating chore that drastically reduces the 
attractiveness of reprinting anything. 

The Virginia Numismatist is not covered by copyright, and 
material in it may be freely reprinted by anyone. It’s not necessary to 
request permission, although we do ask that the source be credited. 

CONNECTION COIN CO. REOPENS 

Ken Muller reports that he has reopened under a new name, “COIN 
MAN”, at a new location in the USA Flea Market & Mini Mall in the 
Newbridge Shopping Center, 6031 Nine Mile Road, in Richmond. It’s 
2 1/2 miles east of 1-64. He specializes in U.S. coins, and is open 
Saturday & Sunday from 9-7. Plan to pay him a visit. 

EURO CURRENCY 

It was recently reported in the press that the European Union has 
chosen “Euro” as the name of the new currency unit that is to replace 
the various currencies .of Europe by 2002. This replaces “Ecu” = 
European Currency Unit, used earlier, presumably because Ecu 
(shield in French) is too closely associated with France, having been 
the name of a number of gold and silver French coins of olden times. 

Settling on a name after a much debate was the easiest part of the 
process. The hard part will be squeezing all of those widely varying 
currencies, whose values change from day to day in relation to each 
other, into a common mold. As of the end of July, one U.S. dollar 
equalled the following in currencies of Europe: 

10.4 Austrian schillings, 30.7 Belgian francs, 5.04 French 
francs, 1.48 German marks, 64 British pence, 236 Greek drachmas, 
1517 Italian lire, 1.67 Dutch guilders, 126 Spanish pesetas and 
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1.21 Swiss francs. 

Reducing all of these, plus others, to a common denomination is 
going to require some fancy financial footwork, and it will be 
interesting to learn just how they plan to do it. 

In the years before World War I nine European nations had 
interchangable currencies, based, of course, on gold. These countries 
all had a basic coin which contained .1867 troy oz. of gold: Belgium 20 
francs, Bulgaria 20 leva, France 20 francs, Greece 20 drachma, Italy 
20 lire, Russia 7 rubles, Serbia 20 dinera, Spain 20 pesetas and 
Switzerland 20 francs. That must have been a great convenience in 
commercial transactions. With all of the currency based on gold, 
exchange rates with other currencies posed few problems, for the 
rates were not subject to change. 

All of this ended with World War I, which swept away the gold 
standard, and left the currencies in a chaotic state from which they 
have never recovered. Establishing a uniform currency for Europe is 
going to be no easy task, but if they manage to achieve one, it will be 
well worthwhile. 

HOW ABOUT A NUMISMATIC VIDEO ? 

Some years ago Frank Hannah prepared for VNA a series of slide 
programs on various numismatic subjects, each accompanied by a 
taped commentary. These were lent to member clubs to be used as 
programs, the only expense to the using club being the cost of mailing 
both ways. This was a splendid project for promoting the hobby 
through education, but, unfortunately, it had to be discontinued. Too 
many of the programs came back with tapes or slides damaged or 
missing, and the cost and effort to replace them became excessive. 

Videos were not available at the time of Frank’s project, but now 
that they are, perhaps his idea can be revived in the form of a video. If 
VNA could produce several programs they could be made available to 
member clubs by having the clubs send in blank tapes onto which one 
or more programs could be copied. This would solve the loss and 
damage problem, but a disadvantage is that not many clubs have access 
to equipment for showing videos, although this situation should 
improve in the future. 

It would probably cost less to make a video than it would to 
produce a comparable slide presentation, but the amount of effort 
involved should be about the same. Does anyone have suggestions on 
subjects? Is anyone willing to make material in their collection 
available to be photographed? Can anyone help with editing and 
copying? Here’s a project that could do much toward advancing 
numismatics in Virginia; if you’d like to help, contact the editor. 
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MORE ON RICHMOND NOTES OF 1862 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

Because of lack of space, the article on Richmond Notes of 1862 in 
the July issue omitted mention of signature varieties, a feature of 
interest to many collectors, so this is a postscript on the signers of 
the Richmond bills. 

Having authorized a new currency issue in 1862, the city fathers 
took care to avoid having to sign the notes themselves. They had 
learned their lesson with the 1861 issue, when signing 275,000 
notes had worked them to exhaustion. In ‘62, faced with signing about 
797,000 notes, they decided to have the work done by clerks who 
were to be paid 40 cents per hundred notes signed. One clerk was 
assigned to each denomination, to sign all the notes of that 
denomination, “if at all possible”. Information on the clerks is 
sparse, but a few facts appear in the 1860 Richmond City Directory. 

The 10c notes were signed by T.M. Ladd, who is not listed in the 
1860 directory. 

The 25c notes were signed by G.L.C. Salter, listed in 1860 as a 
school teacher. 

The 30c notes were signed by F.V. Sutton. Two of this name, father 
and son, appear in the directory, both are listed as Land, Pension & 
General Agents, and it is not clear which of them was the note signer. 

The 50c notes were signed by D.Lyon. The directory lists a D. Lyon 
as a tobacconist, but this might have been a different person. In the 
early 70s, I happened to meet a descendent, Mr. David Lyon of 
Petersburg, who told me that his ancestor’s name was also David. 

The signature on the 60c notes is a virtually indecipherable 
scrawl that looks like this: 

Mr. Howson Cole at the Virginia 

Historical Society, a skilled archivist, examined it at length, and 
concluded that the signer was W. (William) Rison, who was a city 
clerk in 1862. Although he was a clerk, Rison certainly didn’t use a 
clerk’s hand for his note signing. 

The B. Chamberlayne who signed the 75c notes must have been 
Byrd Chamberlayne, listed in the 1860 directory as a clerk. Years ago 
Mr. John Chamberlayne of Washington,D.C., possibly a descendent of 
this signer, used to advertise in the Money Store for any notes signed 
“Chamberlayne”, and no doubt acquired a substantial pile of them. 

Notes with signatures differing from those listed above must 
exist, and would be interesting additions to a collection. Also, In the 
rush to issue the new currency, a few notes got into circulation 
unsigned. They’re scarce, but search enough and you’ll find them. 
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NEW BOOKS FROM KRAUSE PUBLICATIONS 


The Standard Catalog of World Coins, the tried and true 
“telephone book”, by Chet Krause and Cliff Mishler.is a reference 
work that world coin collector's find indispensable. The proliferation 
of new issues all around the world has reached a point where one 
volume can no longer contain all the information, making it necessary 
to divide the 1997 edition into two volumes. The two volume format 
provides space for much new information and also for the 
reinstatement of material previously removed. These are the most 
complete books in English on world coinages of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 

If you collect world coins, you had better make about four inches 
of shelf space available to house these two volumes, as you won’t be 
able to do without them. 

Standard Catalog of World Coins, 19th Century 

With 1,152 pages and over 24,000 actual-size photos, this 
volume lists tens of thousands of coins issued between 1801 and 
1900., including circulation strikes, commemoratives, patterns, 
trial strikes, essai coins, coinlike medallic issues and important 
tokens. New features include an extensive listing of U. S. patterns, and 
overdate varieties and patterns of the various German States. Values 
are given for each issue in up to four grades of preservation. 

The 1997 Standard Catalog of World Coins, 24th Edition 

This volume, of 1,696 pages and more than 30,000 photos, 
provides complete coverage, including current prices in up to four 
grades of preservation for virtually every coin struck from 1901 
through 1995. In addition to circulating coins, listings include 
bullion issues, mint and proof sets, patterns, trial strikes, medallic 
coinlike issues and historically significant tokens.All issuing 
authorities are covered, fron Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. 

The price of each volume of the new Standard Catalog is $45. . 
They will be carried by many hobby dealers, or they can be ordered 
from the publisher, with a shipping charge of $3.25 for the first 
book and $2.00 for each additional book. To order by mail write 
Krause Publications, Book Dept. QDR1-2, 700 East State St., lola, Wl 
54990-0001. Charge card customers can order by calling toll 
free:(800) 258-0929. 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the cafeteria of the Hammond Jr. High School, 4646 Seminary Rd. in 
Alexandria. In Aug. they held a member bourse and an auction sale. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 
North 1st St., Charlottesville, Va. 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Sec.-Treas. June Seal reports that the club meets 
on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake House, on the corner of Emmett 
St. and Rt. 250 Bypass in Charlottesville. They hold an auction sale every 
month, and in April and Oct. hold a combined auction with two other clubs. 
Visitors are always welcome. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the 
Signet Bank Bldg., 7 North 8th St., Richmond, Va. In Aug. they viewed the 
Heritage video and showed off new acquisitions. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the 
Roanoke Main Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.Their Holiday 
Show will be held Oct. 12-13, at the American Legion Bldg, 710 Apperson 
Dr, in Salem . For information contact Emmett Yonce,2040 Roanoke Rd, 
Daleville, VA 24083. Ph. (540) 992-5331. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 7:30 pm on 2nd 
Tuesdays at the Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., 
Fishersville, Va. The club is holding a coin show at Augusta Expoland, 
Fishersville, Va., Dec.7-8. For information contact A. Ryder, 806 Mona 
Circle, Staunton, VA 24401. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 
4809 Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. The 
club is holding a coin shpw Nov. 16-17 at the Virginia Beach Pavillion. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm 
at the War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. In Aug. they held their 
annual picnic at DuPont Park. 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. 

Some clubs are now using postcards for their meeting notices. If your card 
doesn’t mention the program, please let the Ed. know what you’re doing, 
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AN UNPUBLISHED VIRGINIA BOND 

The George W. Ball Collection at the Museum of the Confederacy in 
Richmond contains two examples of a Virginia bond that is not listed in 
Criswell’s Confederate and Southern State Bonds. They are typeset on 
blue-gray paper, measure 11 inches wide by 7 3/16 inches high, and 
carry the imprint of Ritchie & Dunnavant, Richmond, Va. 

The first, serial number 784, dated March 16, 1865, is made out 
to A. Chapman for $900. The second, the better preserved of the two, 
is illustrated on the following page. Its serial number is 787; it is 
dated March 24,1865, and made out to P.F. Brown in the amount of 
$600. Brown’s bond was issued just nine days before the fall of 
Richmond, so the total number issued must have been around 790. 

Brown’s bond also has a history. It was presented to the museum 
in 1911 by Philip Francis Brown himself, attached to the back of the 
last page of a 32 page typewritten account of his wartime experiences. 

P.F. Brown was born in Halifax County, Va. in 1842, and grew up 
in Columbia, a small town on the James River in Fluvanna Co. in 
1860, while he was working as a desk clerk in Col. J. L. Carrington’s 
Bollingbrook Hotel in Petersburg, many of his friends were already 
forming military companies in anticipation of war. They invited him 
to join, but he declined, promising that, if war came, they could count 
on him. He was as good as his word; on April 18, 1861, the day after 
the war commenced, he enlisted as a private in the Petersburg Grays, 
which became Company C of the 12th Va. Infantry. 

The 12th was sent to Norfolk, where Brown’s most memorable 
experience was watching the famous battle between the C.S.S. 
VIRGINIA (ex U.S.S. MERRIMACK) and the U.S.S. MONITOR in March, 
1862. In MAY, 1862, Philip was detailed to a desk job in the 
Ordnance Department, but in June asked to be returned to his 
regiment, being unwilling to stay safe in an office while his comrades 
\Vere in the thick of the fight. He was with the 12th at Malvern Hill in 
July, and at Second Manassas at the end of August. He came through 
those fights without a scratch, but his luck ran out on Sept. 14, 1862 
at the Battle of Crampton’s Gap in Maryland, where he was wounded 
and captured by the enemy. 

The wound was a nasty one; he was hit by a bullet that broke the 
bone and lodged in the muscle of his left arm. Although he was in great 
pain, he was impressed by the kindness and consideration shown him 
by his captors. The Federal surgeons prepared to amputate, the usual 
procedure in those days. He begged them not to, so they extracted the 
bullet and applied a dressing. A few days later Philip and his fellow 
prisoners were sent to Fort McHenry in Baltimore, and were soon 
exchanged. 
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By the time Philip reached Richmond in mid-October his wound had 
become infected, or, as he put it, “mortified", with his arm and hand 
swollen to twice normal size. Treatment in the Richmond hospitals 
brought no improvement, and the wound stubbornly refused to heal. 
Finally, in April, 1863, he obtained leave and went home to Columbia 
for treatment by his brother, Dr. Samuel P. Brown. Dr. Brown probed 
the wound and extracted several shreds of cloth that had been driven in 
by the bullet. After that, improvement was rapid. Within a few days 
the swelling subsided, and within six weeks the wound had healed. 
Although Philip kept his arm, he never regained the full use of it, and 
in June, 1863, he was given a medical discharge from the army. 

On leaving the Army Philip accepted a job as desk clerk at the 
American Hotel on Main Street in Richmond from his former boss in 
Petersburg, Col. Carrington. In addition to a generous salary, he 
received free room and board, a valuable consideration in wartime 
Richmond, but the job was no bed of roses. Run-ins with armed and 
belligerent drunks made it almost as dangerous as being at the front, 
and he had frequent need of the hefty billy club and Colt revolver that 
were kept within easy reach beneath the counter. 

With plenty of money and no living expenses, Philip began 
investing in imported stationery and office supplies, which he resold 
at a profit, which must have been the source of the funds he used to 
buy the bond. By the time he bought it the Confederacy was on its last 
legs, but he doubtless expected that Virginia would eventually redeem 
its bonds, a hope that was to be dashed in 1868 when the 14th 
Amendment to the Constitution wiped out all Confederate related debts. 

On Sunday, April 2, 1865, just nine days after he purchased his 
bond, Philip attended the morning service at St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, and witnessed another fateful event; he saw the sexton tiptoe 
up the aisle and hand President Jefferson Davis a message from 
General Lee informing him that the Petersburg lines could no longer 
be held and that Richmond would have to be evacuated. 

For the rest of the day, and into the evening, Philip was kept so 
: busy that he was unable to return to the hotel before it, along with the 

rest of Richmond’s business district, was burned. He lost all of his 
belongings in the fire, including his war souvenirs, but did save his 
bond. He probably kept it in his pocket at all times. 

Brown’s narrative ends with his departure from Richmond after 
the city’s fall, but the Regimental History of the 12th Virginia 
provides a little information about his post-war career. He continued 
in the hotel business, eventually becoming proprietor of the Blue 
Ridge Springs Hotel in Botetourt Co., Va. He served one term, 1891- 
92, in the Virginia House of Delegates, and died in Titusville, Fla.; on 
March 24, 1921 
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PAPER MONEY 


ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P-0 Box 4235, Salisbury, NC 28145 (704) 633-5177 


VIRGINIA TOKENS 

BY DAVID E. SCHENKMAN 

PUBLISHED BY THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

This 238 page cloth bound book lists over 2500 trade and 
transportation tokens dating from the 1830s to the 1950s 
from over 400 Virginia towns and cities Each entry has a 
catalog number and a valuation guide. 

Price of VIRGINIA TOKENS is $35.00 per copy, which 
includes shipping. A discount of 40% is given on orders for 
three or more books. 

Address orders and requests for information to 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Att’n. Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


12 






SHOW CALENDAR 


SEP.28-29 McLEAN, VA 

Westoark Hotel 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

SEP. 27-29 GREENSBORO, NC 

Village Green 

NORTH CAROLINA NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

OCT. 11-13 PENNSAUKEN, NJ 

South Jersev Exdo Center 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 

OCT.11-13 CHATTANOOGA, TN 

Davs Inn. 1-75. Exit 1 - 

TENNESSEE STATE NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION- 


OCT. 12-13 RICHMOND, VA RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

_ Newbridge Shop.Ctr. 6031 Nine Mile Rd--- 

OCT.12-13 SALEM, VA SALEM COIN CLUB 


American Leo. Bldg. 710 Appergon.PL 


_ QLLuZLlkaU 

NOV. 2-3 VIENNA, VA 

NORTHERN VA. COIN & STAMP SHOW 

Community Center 


NOV.15-17 BALTIMORE, MD 
Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

COIN SHOW- 

NOV. 16-17 VA. BEACH, VA 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB 


Va. Beach Pavillion 


DEC.1 -3 WASHINGTON, DC CRABSTATE COIN & STAMP EXPO 

Ramada Hotel. 1-495 & Rt.50 


DEC.7-8 FISHERSVILLE, VA 
_ Augusta Exooland _ 


SHENANDOAH VALLEY 
COIN CLUB _ 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 



PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 
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MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


GAVALOER COLLECTIBLES- 

RICHARD B. COLTRANE 

POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 
(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 

Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Mirr 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 

We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 
And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 

Free Price List On Request. 

ANA 50230 / VNA 75 

T« iUAjL-- _ 

Post Office Drawer 6127 Newport News, VA 23606 
804-596-3183 
















THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 


BILL WILKERSON 

PRESIDENT 


r S5BB BE3 

MODERN COIN INC. 

212 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 
PHONE (804> 643-0965 - HOURS 10:15 - 4.30 MON.-SAT. 




















FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 

each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jasse H. Martin. 121 S.Centre St. Philipsburg.PA 16866:(8141 34P-7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143(night1 ___ _ 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
-Dun Lorina. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 _ 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interes t. Paul Garland. 1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 37777 _ 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arli e Slabauqh. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19064-3707 _ 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. V A 23606: (8041 596-3183 _ 

WANTED: Paying $1,000 for Dewey medal awarded for Manila Bay battle in 
1898. Must be named, have top bar & be in decent condition. 

C harles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitla nd. FL 32751, (4071 644-0085 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave , Colonial Heights. VA 23834 _ 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell- PO Box 675. Lee sburg. VA 22075. (7031 777-PP53 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21Q3Q: Ph. (4101 584-2598 Fvenings _ 

WANTED: Copies of VNA’s first newsletter,THE HALFPENNY, ca. 1960-64. 

Jim Ruehrmund. 712 West over Rd.. Richmond VA 23220-6327 _ 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 


Edited by Richard H. Jones and Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

If you collect obsolete currency, you’ll need a copy of this 500 
page catalog which lists all known Virginia notes from 1770 to 
1880, except Va. colonial notes and national bank notes. Sepa¬ 
rate sections are devoted to the following classes of issues: 

Virginia Treasury Notes City and Town Notes 
Private Scrip County and Sheriff Notes 

Notes of all Virginia Banks (Chartered, savings, private, etc ). 

Each note is identified by a catalog number, accompanied by a 
rarity and price guide. There are about 2000 half size illustra¬ 
tions. 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 
is available in two forms: 

HARDBOUND @ $55.00 (incl. tax & shipping - bu UPS) 
UNBOUND, either plain or drilled for 3 ring binder @ $49.00 

A dealer discount of 40% is given on orders for three or more 
books. Virginia dealers please furnish your tax exemption num¬ 
ber with order. Make checks payable to: Virginia Numismatic 
Association. Orders for books and request for information should 
be sent to: 

Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

Thanks for supporting the VNA !!! 










MERCURY PLAZA MALL 
HAMPTON. VIRGINIA 

Member of , 

THE FACTS NATIONWIDE TELETYPE CIRCUIT 



VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

% 70 ! 712 Westover Road 

Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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We Buy, Sell and Auction 
Autographs, Banknotes, Coins, 
Stocks & Bonds and Related Items. 


===== We Welcome Consignments! - ■ 

Contact these R.M. Smythe specialists to discuss 
an individual piece or an entire collection: 
Autographs Diana Herzog 

Nuel Somosa 


Stocks & Bonds Stephen Goldsmith 
Diana Herzog 

| 

Currency & Coins Dr. Douglas B. Ball 
Bruce Hagen 
Stephen Goldsmith 


For More Information 
— & for a FREE Brochure == 

Call Toll Free 1-800-622-1880 




m t-M >V »i>a> 

26 Broadway, Suite 271 

FAX 212-908-4047 New York, NY 10004 NY 212-943-1880 









































ADVERTISING RATES 

Size 1-Time 1-Year 

'A Page $ 9.00 $ 42.50 

Vz Page $14.00 $ 65.00 

Full Page $20.00 $ 95.00 

Inside Front or 

Back Cover $25.00 $120.00 

Outside Back 

Cover $30.00 $140.00 


THE 
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November, 1996 


(Non-Contract Advertising ac¬ 
cepted in the Order received, 
providing space is available. 
Please reserve space early.) 
All Advertising copy must be 
typed. 

Advertisers please note: No 
Ads will be accepted from 
Minors without their parents 
consent. All ads must have 
Numismatic significance. 
Special or unusual copy re¬ 
quirements will be billed ex¬ 
tra. If in doubt, please write for 
details. 

The Virginia Numismatic 
Association has on file the 
names and addresses of all 
Advertisers. Any complaints 
or requests for information 
regarding advertisers should 
be referred to The Virginia 
Numismatic Association at 
712 Westover Road, Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia 23220. The 
right to edit copy, to require 
payment in advance, and to 
decline any advertisement is 
specifically reserved. 

ADVERTISING COPY 
DEADLINES 

The deadline for all copy is 
the first of the month prece¬ 
ding month of issue (e.g., 
April 1st for May 10th issue). 


The VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST, 
the official publication of the 
Virginia Numismatic Associat¬ 
ion, inc., is published six times 
per year. Articles and items 
for publication are welcomed 
and solicited. All six issues are 
mailed from Hampton, Va. at 
the Third Class Rate and cannot 
be forwarded, so be sure to 
send us your change of address. 

All VNA mail should be sent to 
the Sec. - Treas. / Editor: 

Jim Ruehrmund 
712 Westover Road 
Richmond, VA 23220-6327 
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1997 VNA CONVENTION 

For the 1997 VNA Convention & Coin Show we’ll 
return to the Tysons Westpark Hotel in McLean, Va. The 
dates are Sat. & Sun., September 20-21, 1997, so 

mark your calendars now & start making plans to 
attend. 

VNA BOARD MEETING 

The quarterly meeting of the VNA Board of Directors will be held 
at 11:00 am , Saturday, December 7, 1996 at the Shenandoah Valley ' 
Coin Club’s Fall Show at Augusta Expoland, Fishersville, Va. The 
meeting will be open to anyone wishing to attend. 

BILL AYRES WINS 1997 WALT MASON AWARD 

William “Bill” R. Ayres, Jr., of 
Fork, Md., was the winner of the 
1996 Walt Mason Award for 
numismatic achievement. The award 
was presented at the VNA awards 
breakfast held on September 30. 

The award is based on Mr. Ayres’ j 
continuing and enthusiastic involve¬ 
ment in numismatics spanning more 
than 30 years. He is active in local, 
state and regional numismatic 
organizations, and has held virtually 
every office in each organization with which he is associated. His 
collecting interests, comprising U.S. type coins, wooden nickels and 
foreign minor coins, are as varied as his organizational activities. 
Although he is best known in the mid-Atlantic area, his influence at 
national level is seen in his recent receipt of the ANA Presidential : 
Award for his local work. He was also cited for his efforts work in 
support of the 1985 and 1993 ANA conventions, and the recent ANA 
sanctioned MSNA conventions.Ayres was instrumental in establishing 
a union of local clubs for holding combined coin shows. He is also the 
long time editor of the MSNA quarterly bulletin, The Maryland 
Numiamatist, to which he has contributed innumerable articles on 
all aspects of the hobby.He is considered a “back bone” of the 
Maryland numismatic community, with many tasks and many hours to 
his credit, where no job is too trivial if it aids the collector, the 
hobby or the organization. 
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REPORT ON OUR 1996 CONVENTION 

VNA’S Thirty Eighth Annual Convantion came off in fine style, with 
an attendance of around 500. Keith Littlefield, VNA’s Bourse Chairman 
par excellance, promoted a great lineup of dealers, who brought lots 
of good material, and sales were brisk. 

Once again the registration desk was ably managed by our tried 
and true registration team: Marge and Jim Beard and Dell and Ray 
Haymaker, who were kept busy all weekend registering visitors, 
signing up new members, and selling books and breakfast tickets. 
They’ve handled this job for many years, and special thanks are due to 
each of them. 

Saturday afternoon we enjoyed two outstanding educational 
programs, brought to us by two members of the Washington 
Numismatic Society, who are also members of VNA. Hans Land spoke 
on Foreign Coins As Legal Tender in The U.S. Prior To 1857, and 
Howard A. Daniel, III, spoke on Ho Chi Minh Trail Scrip. Both 
presentations, illustrated with color slides, were thoroughly 
interesting, and we thank Hans and Howard for bringing them to us. 

Saturday evening the Rag Pickers gathered for their annual 
session. There was no central theme; the conversation flowed through 
many channels, and before we knew, it it was midnight. We all missed 
Col. Grover Criswell, who couldn’t be with us due to illness. We all 
wish him a full and speedy recovery. 

At the Awards Breakfast Sunday morning the following exhibit 
awards were presented: 

OUTSTANDING AWARDS 

Jim Beard.Gold 

Dell Haymaker.Love Tokens 

Jim Ruehrmund.18th Century Paper Money 

CHARLES AFFLECK AWARD 
Ray Haymaker.Five Black Registers 

BEST OF SHOW 

Bob New.The Waitangi Treaty & Crown 

NON-COMPETATIVE EXHIBITS 
Richard Jones.Roanoke Currency 

Len Harsel presented the 1996 Walt Mason Award to Bill Ayres of 
the Maryland State Numismatic Association, following which, Judith 
Murphy inducted the following new VNA officers:Sec.-Treas Jim 
Ruehrmund and Directors Mike Capen, Bob Custer, Henry Hawkins 
and Bob New. 
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LAJOS KOSSUTH, HUNGARIAN PATRIOT 

by Jim Ruehrmund 

Fame can be a very fleeting thing. Scarcely one person in a 
hundred in America today has ever heard of Lajos Kossuth of Hungary, 
but during his visit to this country in 1852 thousands turned out to 
greet him wherever he went,hailing him as a champion of liberty. The 
honors were richly merited, for this was a man who had devoted 
himself heart and soul to the cause of his country’s freedom. 

Lajos Kossuth, born in 1802, followed his father’s profession of 
the law, and at an early age became involved in politics. His native 
Hungary had long been under the rule of Austria, a rule that had 
become increasingly onerous to Hungarians as their traditional rights 
and freedoms were steadily eroded by Austrian absolutism. Kossuth’s 
eloquent pen and fiery oratory soon made him a leader among the 
Hungarian Nationalists, a position helped rather than hindered by a 
stretch of Austrian imprisonment, which made him a national hero. 

The Hungarian’s opportunity arrived in 1848. In that year a wave 
of revolutions swept across Europe as oppressed peoples everywhere 
rose up against their despotic governments. The revolution began in 
Austria in March, and the Hungarians, taking advantage of the 
situation, demanded and obtained a considerable degree of autonomy. In 
the new government Kossuth was given the post of Finance Minister, 
and proceeded to initiate issues of paper currency in the form of state 
treasury notes and notes of the Hungarian Commercial Bank. Kossuth’s 
signature as Finance Minister appears prominently on most of these 
issues. Although there are rare ones, many of these notes are still 
common, even in this country, and are quite collectable. 

The Austrians, of course, had no intentions of honoring their 
commitments. Although they still had a revolt of their own to deal 
with, they dispatched an army to suppress the Hungarians Faced with 
invasion, the Hungarians raised a national army, which succeeded in 
repelling the initial Austrian attack. The Austrians did not give up. 
Once the revolt in Austria was supressed, they immediately set about 
resubjugating Hungary, and commenced another invasion. By this time 
Kossuth was head of the Committee For National Defense, and under his 
inspiring leadership the Austrians were again repulsed. 

In April, 1849, Kossuth issued Hungary’s declaration of 
independence, declaring that, “the house of Hapsburg-Lorraine, 
perjured in the sight of God and man, had forfeited the Hungarian 
throne”.The Hungarians formed a republic, with Kossuth as governor. 
The Hungarian Republic lasted only four months before it was 
overwhelmed by the Austrians, aided by a Russian army sent by Czar 
Nicholas I. Kossuth and thousands of others went into exile in Turkey. 
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Hungarian 10 Forint State Note, with Kossuth’s signature 

Leaders who stayed behind were, most of them, executed . 

Austria demanded Kossuth’s extradition, but the Turkish Sultan, 
Abdul Mejid, backed by England, resolutely refused, and Kossuth, 
joined by his wife and children, spent two years in Turkey, where 
they were shown every kindness by the Turks. During that time he 
began his first fund raising venture by establishing a National Loan 
Fund, which issued printed receipts, rare today, to subscribers. 

By this time Kossuth was famous throughout Europe and America. 
The Americans, especially, admired his valient fight for Hungary s 
freedom. The U.S. Congress passed a resolution inviting him to come to 
America, and a major warship, the U.S.S. Mississippi, was sent to 
Turkey for him. Kossuth and his family arrived in New York in 
September, 1851, and received a rousing welcome with gun salutes 
and brass bands, while thousands turned out to cheer him. The same 
occurred wherever he went, as he toured the country making speeches 
in behalf of his suffering country, in Washington he was formally 
presented to Congress, and was the guest of honor at a state banquet 
given by President Fillmore. 

In America he continued his fund raising efforts by starting the 
Hungarian Fund, which issued five denominations of promissory notes 
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Hungarian Fund, $1, Feb.2,1852 

in dollar denominations, printed by Danforth, Bald & Co. in New York. 

The $1 and $2 notes are still common and easily obtained. The 
illustrated $1 note has a standing figure of Kossuth at left, while the 
central vignette is a version of the arms of Virginia that was later 
used on a Confederate bond.Kossuth also established the Penzjegy, or 
Ministry of Finance, which issued three denominations of Hungarian 
text notes in forint denominations. These were printed in Philadelphia 
by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilier & Co., and all are common. Although 
America opened her heart to Kossuth, the same cannot be said of her 
purse. A massive rally for him in Baltimore raised only $25, but 



Finance Ministry, 2 Forints (1852) 





























Baltimore did him an honor that has lasted. An unknown baker there 
invented a pastry especially for him and called it a “Kossuth cake”. 
It’s a kind of cupcake filled with whipped cream and covered with 
chocolate, two ingredients that no Hungarian can resist, and Kossuth 
cakes are still made and enjoyed in Baltimore to this day. 

In July, 1852, Kossuth travelled to England, where he met with 
another cordial reception. While there he attempted another issue of 
Penzjegy notes, but a formal protest by the Austrian government 
caused the British authorities to seize and burn the entire printing, 
except for a handful of notes saved as souvenirs. After nine years in 
England Kossuth moved to Italy, where he spent the rest of his life. 

In 1866 his sons had plates prepared in Italy for a further issue 
of currency, but the notes were never printed. 

Kossuth died in Turin, Italy in March, 1894. His body was 
returned to Hungary, and thousands of his countrymen turned out for 
his funeral in Budapest. 

Hungary ostensibly became an independent kingdom in 1867, but 
its king was the Austrian emperor, and it was not until after World 
War I that it was finally freed from Austrian control. During the 
1930s Kossuth’s portrait appeared on Hungarian stamps, and after 
World War II it began to appear on the currency. The note illustrated 
below, for one trillion pengos, is from the great inflation of 1946. 

Space restrictions limit the length of articles in this publication. 
For an excellent and thoroughly detailed account of Kossuth and his 
currency, read the two articles by Kenneth E. Swab in the Feb.27 and 
March 5, 1996 issues of Numismatic News. 



Hungarian 1 Trillion Pengo Note of 1946, With Kossuth’s Portrait 


9 















VNA WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 


The following persons, who have applied for membership in the 
Virginia Numismatic Association, will become members 20 days from 
the mailing of this notice, unless objections are received, in which 
case the matter will be acted upon by the Board of Directors. 


Applicant Sponsor 

Myrtle A. Aquilino, Chalfont, Pennsylvania.Ray Haymaker 

Andrew Ashinger, Montclair, Virginia (Jr. Member)....Dell Haymaker 

Alan Blair, Richmond, Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Jim Cooke, Charlottesville, Virginia.Keith Littlefield 

Chris Cordova, Reston, Virginia (Jr. Member).Ray Haymaker 

James H. Cullen, Annandale. Virginia.Jim Ruehrmund 

Ryan Hazlett, Manassas, Virginia (Jr. Member).Dell Haymaker 

Stewart Hester, Montpelier, Virginia (Jr.Member)....Jim Ruehrmund 

David H. Jones, Ashland, Virginia (Jr.Member).Jim Ruehrmund 

Jeffrey Kelble, Arlington, Virginia.Dell Haymaker 

Brian Loch, Marshall, Virginia (Jr. Member).Dell Haymaker 

Ian Loch, Marshall, Virginia (Jr. Member).Ray Haymaker 

Kenneth A. Muller, Richmond, Virginia.Dave Ripley 

Brian Onufrychuk, Fairfax Sta., Virginia (Jr. Memb.)..Dell Haymaker 
Jacob Onufrychuk, Fairfax Sta., Virginia (Jr. Memb.)...Ray Haymaker 

David Rauter, Arlington, Virginia.Dell Haymaker 

James E. Schaeffer, Jr., Vienna, Virginia.Joel Cherry 

Alynne C. Skrabalak, Woodbridge, Virginia..Ray Haymaker 

Andrew W. Skrabalak, Woodbridge, Virginia.Ray Haymaker 

Jimmy R. Waldron, Vienna, Virginia.Joel Cherry 

APPLICANT FOR LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Steven K. Ellsworth, Clifton, Virginia.Bob New 


1997 WALT MASON AWARD 

Nominations for next year’s Walt Mason Award will be accepted from 
Jan. 1 to July 1, 1997. Nominees do not have to be VNA members. For 
information, or for a copy of the award criteria, write to Len Harsel, 
P.O. Box 2301, Springfield, VA 22152. 

RICHMOND COIN & PAPER MONEY SHOW 

Dave Ripley’s Richmond Coin & Paper Money Show, knocked out last 
winter when snow caved in the mail’s roof, is back again at a new 
location, the Newbridge Mall on Nine Mile Road on the east side of 
Richmond. His fall show, Oct.12 & 13, was excellent, and there will 
be another next spring. For information on tables, write to David 
Ripley, 302 dayman Road, Sandston, VA 23150-1835 
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NEWS OF OUR CLUBS 


ALEXANDRIA COIN CLUB. Meets monthly at 8:00 pm on 3rd Wednesdays in 
the Hammond Jr. High School cafeteria, 4646 Seminary Rd. in Alexandria. 

For information contact Jim Cullen, P.O. Box 133, Annandale, VA 22003. 

BLUE RIDGE COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on last Tuesdays at 105 North 
1st St., Charlottesville, Va. For information, write to BRCC, 1561 Dairy 
Rd., Charlottesville, VA 22903 

MONTICELLO COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Tuesdays at Aunt Sarah’s Pancake 
House, on the corner of Emmett St. and Rt. 250. Bypass in Charlottesville. 
They hold an auction sale every month. For information write to June Seal, 
6301 Sealville Rd., Crozet, VA 22932. 

RICHMOND COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 1st Tuesdays at the Signet 
Bank Bldg., 7 N. 8th St., Richmond, Va. The annual dinner will be held at 7 
pm, Tue. Dec.3 at Extra Billy’s, 5205 W. Broad St. in Richmond. No 
reservation needed; visitors are welcome. For information, contact Jim 
Ruehrmund, 712 Westover Rd., Richmond, VA 23220. 

SALEM COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:00 pm on 2nd Mondays at the Roanoke Main 
Library, 706 S. Jefferson St., Roanoke, Va.. For information contact 
Emmett Yonce,2040 Roanoke Rd, Daleville, VA 24083. 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY COIN CLUB. Meets at 7:30 pm on 2nd Tuesdays at the 
Mary Switzer Bldg., Woodrow Wilson Rehab. Ctr., Fishersville, Va. Their 
fall coin show will be at Augusta Expoland, Fishersville, Va., Dec.7-8. For 
information contact A. Ryder, 806 Mona Circle, Staunton, VA 24401. 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB. Meets on 2nd Wednesdays at the VFW Hall, 4809 
Bartee St., next to Toys-R-Us at Military Circle, Norfolk, Va. For 
information contact Malcolm Gutterman, P.O. Box 1145 Norfolk, VA 23501. 

VIRGINIA PENINSULA COIN CLUB. Meets on 3rd Mondays at 7:30 pm at the 
War Memorial Museum, Newport News, Va. For information, write to: 
VPCC, P.O. Box 4324, Newport News, VA 23604 

WASHINGTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. Meets, on 3rd Tuesdays at the 
Washington Congregational Church, 3526 Mass. Ave., N.W., Wash., D.C. For 
information write to: WNS, 6167 Cobbs Rd. Alexandria, VA 22310 

Some clubs are now using postcards for their meeting notices. If your card 
doesn’t mention the program*, please let the Ed. know what you’re doing, 
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THE VIRGINIA NUMISMATIST 

Index to Volume 32,1996 

Another Debt of Honor? (Md. investments case).May, p.4 

Bill Ayres Wins ‘96 Walt Mason Award.Nov., p.2 

The Beale Treasure Reconsidered.Jan., p.4 

Charles Manson’s Fingerprint Card Sold at Auction.July, p.9 

Collecting Richmond, Va., Notes of 1862.July, p. 10 

Convention Report, 1996.Nov., p. 3 

Euro Currency.Sept., p. 4 

How About a Numismatic Video?.Sept, p.5 

Lajos Kossuth, Hungarian Patriot.Nov., p. 6 

More Locomotives.July, p. 22 

Medal Theft Case, report.Mar., p. 4 

Money Cards.May, p. 5 

More On Richmond Notes Of 1862.Sept., p. 7 

New $100 Bills Counterfeited.July, p. 7 & Sept., p. 3 

Obituaries of VNA Members: Robert J. Brennan.Mar., p.4 

Charles L. Payor.May, p. 3 

John Jay Pittman.May, p. 3 

Mcdonald Wellford.Jan., p.3 

“Rat Man” Terrell (tokens) by Page Mann.May, p. 9 

A Richmond Scrip Discovery.May, p. 7 

Some Thoughts On A Grubby Note.July, p. 20 

Steam Locomotives On Coins.May, p. 10 

Tidewater Coin Club’s 40th Anniversary.Jan.,p. 2 

An Unpublished Virginia Bond.Sept., p. 9 

A World War II Short Snorter by Robert L. Young.Mar., p.5 


PAPER MONEY 

ANA-52964 VNA-711 

Do you really want the BEST PRICE for your paper money ? 
Then don’t sell until you get my offer I I buy collections, 
estates and hoards. Dealers, I want to buy from you, too I 
Telephone or send a general list of what you have for sale. I’ll 
travel to you for lots that warrant. Buying since 1964. 

JAMES A. SPARKS, JR. 

P.O. Box 4235. Salisbury. NC 28145 (7041 633-5177 
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SHOW CALENDAR 


NOV. 15-17 BALTIMORE, MD 

Convention Center 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 
COIN SHOW 

NOV.16-17 VA. BEACH, VA 

TIDEWATER COIN CLUB 

Va. Beach Pavillion 

DEC. 1-3 WASHINGTON, DC CRABSTATE COIN & STAMP EXPO 

Ramada Hotel. 1-495 & Rt.50, 

DEC.7-8 FISHERSVILLE, VA 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

Auausta ExDoland 

COIN CLUB 

1997 

JAN.9-12 ORLANDO, FL 

FLORIDA UNITED 

Orange Co. Convention Ctr. 

NUMISMATISTS 

MAR. 7-9 BALTIMORE, MD 

SUBURBAN WASHINGTON 

Convention Ctr. 

COIN SHOW 

MAR 13-15 Chattanooga, TN 

TENNESSEE STATE 

Days Inn. 1-75. Exit 1 

NUMISMATIC SOC. 

MAR. 15-16 FISHERSVILLE, VA 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY 

Augusta Expoland 

COIN CLUB 

MAR. 20-22 CLEVELAND OH 

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 

Cleveland Conv, Ctr. 

ASSOCIATION 

SEP. 20-21 McLEAN, VA 

VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC 


Westpark Hotel 


ASSOCIATION 


Imperial Coins 

(804) 740-6481 

U.S. & FOREIGN 

■ COINS 

■ PAPER MONEY 



PROFESSIONAL 

APPRAISALS 


MEMBER OF AMERICAN 
NUMISMATIC ASSOC. SINCE 1954 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOC. 
VIRGINIA NUMISMATIC ASSOC. 
INTERNATIONAL BANKNOTE SOC. 
ROYAL NUMISMATIC SOC. 


GERALD A. SCHMIDT 

8801 PATTERSON AVE., RICHMOND, VA 23229 
Established 1970 


















MERCURY NUMISMATICS 

Appraisals * Investments 

JOEL P. CHERRY 

Life Member ANA, VNA 

Post Office Box 301, Merrifield, VA 22116 
(703) 876-9450 


CAVALIER COLLECTIBLES 




RICHARD B. COLTRANE 


POST OFFICE BOX 2024, NEWPORT NEWS, VA 23609 


(804) 249-4387 


LIBERTY COINS 


Authorized PCGS and NGC Dealer 
Ronald J. Min- 

8503 Patterson Avenue, Suite 8 
Richmond, Virginia 23229 
(804) 741-8143 


BOB’S SQUARE DEAL ON ROUND BARBER COINS 


We Specialize In Barber Coinage In Grades AG Through VF 


And Maintain An Extensive Stock. 
Free Price List On Request 
ANA 50230 / VNA 75 



Post Office Drawer 6127 


7 j| Newport 


News, VA 23606 


804-596-3183 

















THE 
COIN 

EXCHANGE 
OF 

VIRGINIA 

COINS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING COLLECTOR 
COLLECTION & ESTATE APPRAISALS 
ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES AND CIVIL WAR ARTIFACTS 

BUY - SELL - TRADE 

STEVE BENNETT 

104 West Old Street, Petersburg, VA 23803 
10:00 A.M.-5:00 P.M. EVERY DAY (804) 861-6449 





21 2 E. GRACE ST.. RICHMOND. VA. 23219 

PHONE (8041 643-0965 - HOURS 10-.15 - 4-.30 MON.-SAT. 
















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




Alan Blair 
Va. A. R. t 000627 


IF YOU'RE A RAG PICKER, YOU'LL NEED A COPY OF 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

Edited by Richard H. Jones & Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

500 Page catalog lists all known Va. notes from 1770 to 1880 
except Colonial & National Bank Notes; 2000 illustrations 
Hardbound @ $55.00;Unbound @ $49.00(incl tax & shipping) 

A discount of 40% is given on orders for 3 or more books 
Send orders and information requests to: 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 







THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 
VNA c/o Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst Ave . Colonial Heights. VA 23834 

FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

Jesse H. Martin.121 S.Centre St. Philipsbu ro . PA 16866;(814) 34 2 -7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (jugs, bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143(niaht1---* 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
Dun Lorino. VA 22027-0625: (7031 560-0744 --- 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interest. Paul Garland-1919 Rosemont Circle.LQUisville.TN 37777-— 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabaugh. 1025 Crozer Lane. Springfield. PA 19Q64 -3.ZQZ- 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: (8041 596-3183 - 

PAYING: $200 to $800 for named Sampson medals, awarded for 1898 West 
Indes naval engagements. Battle bars & specific ship affect price. 

Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4071 644-QQ85— 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 P inehurst Ave.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834- 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell. PQ Box 675. Le esburg. VA 22075.— (7Q3) 777-2253- 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21030: Ph. (4101 584-2598 Evenings --- 

WANTED: Copies of VNA’s first newsletter,THE HALFPENNY, ca. 1960-64. 
Jim Ruehrmund. 712 Westover Rd.. Richmond. VA 23220-6327- 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 




















PUBLIC AUCTIONS 



WE SPECIALIZE IN STAMPS OF ALL KINDS, BUT 
MOST AUCTIONS ALSO CONTAIN SOME COINS 
AND / OR CURRENCY. WRITE OR CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE CATALOG OF OUR NEXT SALE 

5520-A LAKESIDE AVE. 

RICHMOND, VA 23228 
TELEPHONE & FAX: 804-266-3071 




Aim Blair 
Va. A. R. # 000627 


IF YOU'RE A RAG PICKER, YOU'LL NEED A COPY OF 

VIRGINIA OBSOLETE PAPER MONEY 

Edited by Richard H. Jones & Keith E. Littlefield 
Published by the Virginia Numismatic Association 

500 Page catalog lists all known Va. notes from 1770 to 1880 
except Colonial & National Bank Notes; 2000 illustrations 
Hardbound @ $55.00;Unbound @ $49.00(incl tax & shipping) 

A discount of 40% is given on orders for 3 or more books 
Send orders and information requests to: 


Virginia Numismatic Association 
Attn: Keith Littlefield 
3902 Rose Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 







THE MONEY $TORE 


FOR SALE: 1996 VNA Convention wooden nickels; 50c ea. + SASE 

VNA c/o Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pin ehurst Ave. Colonial Heights. VA 2 383 4 

FOR SALE: Wooden nickels, Philipsburg, Pa. , 1997 Bicentennial, 75 cents 
each; wooden nickel keychains $2.00 each. 

■ lesse H. Martin.121 S.Centre St. Phili Dsbura . PA 16866 ; (8t4) 34 2 -7144 

WANTED: Wm.J. Rahily whiskey items from Petersburg,Va. (j u 9 s . bottles, 
signs, miniatures, advertising pieces); also Coca Cola & Pepsi items (pre- 
1915 bottles & old advertising pieces); & old C.F. Sauer thermometers 
Eddie Nash.PO Box 232,Blackstone,VA 23824;(804) 292-3137 day / 
(8041292-5143(nioht1-----* 

WANTED: MIDDLESEX COUNTY, VA. Numismatic / exonumia of any type / 
variety from the 17th Century. Howard A. Daniel, III, P.O. Box 626 
Dun Lorino. VA 22027-0625: (703) 56Q-QZ44--- 

WANTED: Tennessee paper money, postcards or other Tenn. items of 
interest. Paul Garland.1919 Rosemont Circle.Louisville.TN 377ZZ- 

WANTED: German, Russian or Mexican paper money of 1914-23 period 
overprinted with messages or advertisements, especially from USA. 

Arlie Slabaugh. 1025 Croze r Lane. Springfield, PA 19Q64-37Q7- 

TRADE: Ben Franklin notes for complete or incomplete sets of Barber 
dimes, quarters or halves. Will travel to trade. Robert Weikle P.O. Drawer 
6127. Newport News. VA 23606: (804) 596-318 3--— 

PAYING: $200 to $800 for named Sampson medals, awarded for 1898 West 
Indes naval engagements. Battle bars & specific ship affect price. 

Charles Pfeiffer. 1401 Druid Rd.. Maitland. FL 32751. (4Q7) 644-QQ85 — 

WANTED: Punch tags from all states. Describe and price. 

Ginnie Aldridge. 515 Pinehurst A ve.. Colonial Heights. VA 23834 - 

WANTED: LEESBURG & LOUDON CO., VA Numismatic / exonumia of any 
type. Also, any material with the surname ATWELL or ATTWELL. 

George F. Atwell. PO Box 67 5 I eftshuro. VA 22075.— (7Q3) 777- 22 5 3- 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Maryland obsolete currency, National Bank Notes 
& all related material. Armand Shank, Jr., PO Box 442, Cockeysville, MD 
21030: Ph. (4101 584-2598 Evenings --- 

WANTED: Copies of VNA’s first newsletter,THE HALFPENNY, ca. 1960-64. 
Jim Ruehrmund. 712 Westover Rd.. Richmond. VA 2322Q-6327- 

VNA MEMBERS: Send your free ad of up to 30 words to Jim Ruehrmund, 
712 Westover Rd.,Richmond, VA 23220-6327. 
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